CASTLEDERG UNION WORKHOUSE. 



return to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 14 March 1842 x—fov, 




COPIES of Mr. Wilkinson’s Estimate for the Castlederg Union Woekbouse, of the 
Contract for building it, and for executing Extra Works, with the Specifications and 
Statement of Prices (if any), and of any written Orders for Extra Works given by 
Mr. WUkiusmlo the Contractor of Mr. WiOi-nson’a Report on the CaslUderg UmoN 
WORRHOOSE, to the Poor Law Commissioners, and of the Reports of Messrs. Leesoa and 
Uyati- of the Account for Extra Works and Fittings sent in by the Contractor, with the 
Deductions made from it by Mr. WilMnsm-, of Mr. Keane’s Report on the Workhouse, 
and of Mr. Wilkinson’s Observations on it, with the Reply of the Board of Guardians 
of the Castlederg Union of any Notice served on the Contractor by the Poor Law 
Commissioners, and of any Notice served on the Poor Law Commissioners by the Con- 
tractor vi'ith Dates of the Letter of the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Castle- 
Jerg Board of Guardians, of the 2d day of April 1841, addressed to the Poor Law 
Commissioners, on the State of the Union Workhouse, with the Reply of the Poor 
Law Commissioners of the 14lh day of April 1841, and the subsequent Commumcations 
on the same subject between the Commissioners and the Guardians; and, of any 
Memorials addressed to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland by the Castte- 
derg Board of Guardians, on the subject of the Castlederg Union Workhouse, with 
the Answees. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 1 
8 April 1842. J 



Arthur Moore, 

Chief Clerk. 



{Sir Robert Ferguson.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
2i/w«eiS42. 
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CASTLEDERG UNION WORKHOUSE. 



I Aechitect’s Estimate ; Building Contract, Specification and 

Extra "Works. 



No. 1.— Tender of Mr. John Maguire for building the Workhouse. 

Gentlemen Omagh, 19 July 1889. 

I pVoposB to execute the several works required to be performed in the erection of the 
Workhouse proposed to be built at Oastledcrg, in this county, agreeable to the plan and 
specification, for Ure sum of 2,100 1, and to have same completed within twelve months after 
the acceptance of my proposal. I propose as my secnnlies, James Scott, of Omagh, mer- 
chant, and John Harkin, of Omagh, gentleman i and as to competency, &c., I beg to 
refer to Daniel Auchinleck, esq., of Omagh. (signed) John Maguire, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Builder. 



Board’s Note on foregoing Paper. 

Tender and sureties accepted. Vide Mr. Clement’s Report of the 16 th August {infra, 
W August 1839. 



No ■) —Report of the Honourable Charles S. Clements, Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, 
on the Tenders for building the Workhouse. 

(No. 3,663. D. 39.) 

Gentlemen. . „ . Omagh, 16 August 1839. 

Having made inquiries relative to the parties, five in number, who have put in tenders 
for building the Caltlederg Union Workhouse, wdiich tenders I now return, I have the 
honour to recommend that tlie proposal of Mr. John Maguire of Omagh, which is the 
lowest, be accepted, as he appears to he decidedly the most d.pble person to employ. 

He iias been for some years foreman of works under the Ordnance Department, and has 
satisfaetoiy testimonials from the engineer officers under whom he acted ; he may there- 
fore he s2d to know what good work is; he has built a moderate-sized fever hospitd 
n this town, which, as far as I can judge, is well e.vecnted ; he has been employed in small 
Ohs by the gentlemen of the neighboiifliood, and appears to have given satisfaction; he is 
nossesLd of some small capital of his own, and his credit is decidedly good ; the manager 
S the Omao-h branch of the Provincial Bank speaks of his punctuality in high terms. 

Under thlse circumstances, I do not apprehend any hesitaPmi on the part of your Bo^ 
in accepting his proposal. I have commnnicated with the Board of Guardians on the 
“ubjSt, whf concur m the view I have taken, and are most anxious that the works should 

’’“firivSre pro™ substitute the name of Mr Miller Barber, of Oinagh, merchant, 
as snriv to the pface of Mr. Harkin; Mr. Barber being a timber merchant affords an 
SdhS prospect of the work being proceeded in satisfaclordy. I have not had as much 
™lunity ofLoerlainingthe solvency of Mr. Barber as of Mr. James Scott, about whom 
there is not a question. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 

No. 3.— Report of George WUUnsm, Esq., Architect of Poor Law Commission, on the 
Tenders for building the Workhouse. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
p 10 September 1839. 

The™ llowing are the tenders which have been received for tlie erection of the Castle- 



I have, &c. 

Charles S. Clements. 



Name. | 


Amount. 


Completion. 


Henry Kane, Castlederg ------ 

John Donnelly, Dungannon - - - - - 

Arnold and Clements ------ 

J. and R. Ferguson 

John Maguire, Omagh - “ " " 


£. s. d. 

3,330 16 9 
2,700 - - 
2,599 3 9 
2,508 12 - 
2,100 - - 


18 months. 

1 Dec. 1840. 

12 months. 
12 months. 
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I beg to report that the sum of 2,500 Z. is a very moderate auiount for the erection of 
the building, but from the inquiries made by Mr. Clements, Assistant Poor Law Com- 
missioner, and the report he has sent on Mr. Maguire’s tender, I beg to recommend that it 

be accepted. ^ , . 

^ I have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Geo. Wilkinson. 



Board’s Note on foregoing Paper. 

Approved.— 5ee Minute, 19 August 1839 (at end of No. 1, ante, p. 5.) 

10 September 1839. (signed) G.N. 



No. 4. — Estimate upon which the original Order to borrow (dated 3 October 1839) 
was grounded. 

Mr. Wilkinson's Estjmate for the Workhouse. 



Note.— No detailed Estimate was prepared by the Architect of the cost of building 
the Workhouse; but the following is the Estimate upon which the original loan of 
2,600 Z. was obtained under the Commissioners’ order ot 3 October 1839 : — 



Estimate upon which the original Order to borrow was gi-ounded : 



£. 



Purchase-money of site of Workhouse ------- 

Amount of Contract for building the Workhouse _ - - - - 

Estimated Cost of Fixtures and Fittings ------- 

Contingencies to be provided for; as Salary of Clerk of Works, Legal Ex- 
pense.?, &c. - -- -- -- -- - - 



1C 

2,100 

200 

284 



Amount ordered to be borrowed 



£. 1 2,600 - - 



No. 5. — Contract for building the Workhouse. 

Articles of Agreement, made the second day of September in the year of our Lord 
One thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, between the Poor Law Commissioners, of 
the one part, and John Maguire, of Omagh, in the county of Tyrone, builder, of the 
other part. 

The said John Maguire doth hereby, for himself, his heirs, executors and administrators, 
covenant, promise and agree to and with the said Commissioners for the time being, that he 
the said John Maguire, nis executors or administrators, shall or will, for the considerations 
hereinafter mentioned, and in conformity with the dates set forth in the specification herein- 
aiter referred to, erect, build and completely cover in and finish, upon the premises at 
Castlederg, in the county of Tyrone aforesaid, a workhouse and buildings, according to the 
specification, and subject to the clauses or conditions therein contained, and agreeable to 
the several plans, sections and elevations as set forth or shown on the sevei’al drawings, 
lettered respectively (A.), (B.), (C.),(D.), and which, with said specification, are severally 
verified by the simatuve of the said John Maguire thereto, as the drawings and specifica- 
tion referred to by this agreement ; and also do and perform, and execute, or cause and 
procure ti' be done, performed and executed, all and singular the works also mentioned in 
the said specification and drawings ; the same to be done and completed within the time 
before referred to, and in a good workmanlike and substantial manner, with such materials 
and under such regulations as are contained in the aforesaid specification, to the satisfaction 
of George Wilkinson, the architect of the Poor Law Commissioners, or any other architect 
whom the said Commissioners for the time being shall, for that purpose, by some writing 
under their seal, appoint, such satisfaction to be testified by a writing or certificate under 
the hand of the said Geoige Wilkinson, or such other architect as aforesaid ; and also 
shall and will find and provide such good, proper and sufficient materials of all kinds what- 
soever as shall be proper and sufficient for erecting the said workhouse and buildings, such 
of the said materials as are mentioned in the said specification, or on the said drawings 
aforesaid, to be of ffie qualities and descriptions therein mentioned, and shall and will com- 
pletely fi.nish the said works. It is also agreed between the said Poor Law Commissioners 
and the said John Ma^ire, that he the said John Maguire shall and will restore, rebuild 
and replace all injury, loss or damage that may accrue or be occasioned to the building by 
fire or otherwise (except when occasioned by public riots or by lightning), and he the said 
John Maguire shall and will insure the said buildings against all such loss or damage by 
fire, and shall and will effect such insurance in some pubhc assurance office, for a sum 
equal in amount to at least four-fifths of the amount of the contract : And it is also agreed 
between the aforesaid parties, that the policy of insurance so effected shall be submitted to 
the said Poor Law Commissioners for their approval, before any payment on account of 
the said contract for the erection of the said buildings shall be made to the said John 
Maguire, 

It 
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It is also further agreed between tlie said parties hereto, that, upon the payment of the 
last instalment due to the said John Maguire, he the said John Maguire, his executors, 
administrators or assigns, shall and will transfer and assign to the said Commissioneis any 
policy or policies of insurance which may have been entered into in pursuance of the fore- 
o-oin<y aoreement, and they the said Poor Law Commissioners shail and will, on such 
tranter and assignment, repay to the said John Maguire all reasonable expenses which he 
may have incun-ed in insunng the said buildings, according to the said agreement : And it 
is further agreed by and between the said parties, that if the said John Maguire, his 
executors or administrators, shall in any manner neglect or be guilty of any delay whatso- 
ever in building and completely finishing the said workhouse, buildings and works as afore- 
said or shall 'in any manner whatever deviate from or not comply with the aforesaid 
specification and drawings, or any or either of them, and the said George Wilkinson, or 
such other architect as aforesaid, shall certify the same, by writing under his hand, and the 
said Commissioners for the time being shall cause notice, in writing, of such neglect or 
delay to be given or left at the place of abode of him the said John IVlaguire, his executore 
or administrators, or on the premises, and the said John Maguire, his executors or 
administrators, shall not, according to the direction of the said George Wilkinson, or 
such other architect as aforesaid, complete the said buildings and works, according to the 
said specification and drawings, within the space of six days after such notice given or left 
as aforesaid, then and in any such case it shall be lawful for the said Commissioners for 
the time being, through their ai-chitect or otherwise, to purchase proper and sufficient 
materials and also to employ a sufficient number of surveyors, agents and workmen to 
finish and complete the said works; and also that the said Commissioners for tlie time 
beinc shall and may deduct or retain to themselves the costs of such materials, and all 
such°sum and sums of money as they shall pay to such surveyors, agent and workmen for 
the completion of such works, and ail expenses which the said Commissioners for the time 
being shall incur or be liable to in consequence of such default on the part of the said John 
Ma<?uire his executors or administrators, out of the money which shall be due to the said 
John Maguire, his executors or administrators, under this agreement, so far as such money 
shall he sufficient; and that if the same shall not be sufficient, then that the said John 
Matniire his executors or administrators, will, on demand, pay to the said Commissioners 
for the time being the amount of such deficiency ; and also that the said John Maguire, his 
executors or administratora, shall not nor will in any manner do, or cause or procure to be 
done, any act, matter or thing whatsoever to prevent, hinder or molest the said Commis- 
sioners for the time being, or any person or persons employed by them, from completing 
and finishing the said woikhouse, buildings and works in manner aforesaid, or in using the 
materials which shall be on the premises, and provided by either of the said parties for the 
doine thei-eof : And the said Commissioners do hereby, for themselves and their successors, 
covenant promise and agree to and with the said John Maguire, his executors and adminis- 
trators tiiat he the said John Maguire, his executoi-s and administrators, well and truly 
performing all the. covenants and agreements on his part herein contained, they the said 
Commissionei-s, or their successors, shall and will well and truly pay, or cause to be paich 
unto the said John Maguire, his executors, administrators or assigns, the sum of 2,100/. of 
lawful money of Great Britain, at the several times and in the manner and according to the 
several conditions in the said specification in that behalf contained : Aud it is hereby 
declared and agreed by and between the said parties hereto, that in case the said Commis- 
sioners for the time being should direct any more work to be done in or about the said 
workhouse buildings or works than is contained or described in the aforesaid drawings and 
specification, then ^d in such case the said Commissioners for the time being shall pay or 
cause to he paid unto the said John Slaguire, his executors or administrators, so much 
money as such extra work and the materials used therein shall cost or amount unto, any 
thina-^bereinbefore contained to the contrary notwithstanding; and that if it should he 
thou'eht proper by the said Commissioners for the time being to diminish or omit any part 
of the work mentioned or contained in the said drawings and specification, then and in such 
case the said John Maguire, his executors or administrators, shall deduct and allow out of 
the said sum of 2,100/. so much money as the work so to be diminished or omitted shall 
amount unto, upon a reasonable valuation, any thing hereinbefore contained to the contrary 
notwilhstandinv ; and all allowances or deductions for such extra or omitted works_ respec- 
tively shall be\scertained and settled by the architect for the time being of the said Com- 
missioners, agreeably to the conditions m the said specification contained, relating to the 
valuatioa of such extra or omitted work. 

In witness whereof the said Commissioners have hereunto set their hands and seal. 

(signed) X G. S. Lefevre, (l.s.) 

Acting by delegation of the Poor Law Commissioners, 

, and with the approbation of one of Her Majesty’s 
Principal Secretaries of State, in pursuance of an Act 
passed in the Session held in the first and second 
yeai-s of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, 
intituled, “ An Act for the ihore effectnal Relief of 
the destitute Poor in Irdand.^' 

And the said John Maguire has hereunto set his hand and seaL 

(signed) John Maguire. (l.s.) 

Witness, Joseph MKnight, 

Clerk, Omagh Union. 
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]\'o. 6.— Specification of Works to be performed in the Erection of the Castlederg 
Union Workhouse ; and Notice to the Contractor thereon. 



Mason, Bricklayeii, &c. 



Take off and makeup, where required, the whole surfaceof the building site, by cutting 
away all high or uneven ground above a given level, and wheeling or filling up all hollow 
places or wheelino- where directed all superfluous earth ; where hollow or lower ground 
occurs' the foundations of the walls to be fiist constructed before any loose earth is thrown in 
for mno it up to make an even surface j the level of the yards and surrounding ground to be 
six inches below the floors of the rooms ; and the ground outside the walls to a distance of at 
least 10 feet round the building, to be made up to the same level as the yards; the yards to 
have a surface made to allow free drainage to the iron gratings to be put in each yard where 
shown on the plan, which ai-e to be placed at a level of 18 inches below the floors of the 
building. , ,r. • , 

The digging for the foundations, drains, cesspools, or other works, to be sufficiently -wide 
and deep to allow the same to be carefully executed, and no work to be covered in until 
directed by the clerk of the works, when it is to he carefully rammed. 

Particular care is to be given in keeping the trenches dry, and also the surface of 
the buildino- ground ; the contractor to find all pumps, ladles, labour, &c. necessary for 
doing so, and to form all surface drains to keep the ground surrounding the building 
perfectly dry. 

The walls and other works to be executed with the mateiials hereafter described, and 
which are to be tlie best of their several kinds. The boundary or division walls of yards to 



be made seven feet high, except described on the plan to be carried any other height in any 
pa.rt; they are to be 20 inches thick at the level of the ground, diminishing to 16 inches 



thick at top, where the coping begins. 

The foundations to he carefully constructed with close bedded stones, of the dimensions 
shown in the drawings, and of the sevei-al depths required for obtaining good sound bearing 
for the walls, which are all to be examined and approved of before the walling is commenced. 
The contractor will be responsible for all defects that may arise from not obtaining good 
sound foundations, which are to be brought to even and level surfaces under the whole of 



the buildinss before aiw of the walling is commenced, none of which is to be constructed 
on inclinedT ground. The foundation walling of the different buildings to be completed 
throughout, before the walling of the superstructure is commenced, which is to begin 12 



inches below the level of the several floors. Should it be found necessaiy to carry the 
foundations to a greater depth than provided in the drawings, or should they not be 
required to go so deep as specified, the same to be allowed for according, to the regu- 
lanon contained in the general clauses at the end of this specification. 

The foundations for the walls of the high buildings to be carried three feet below the 
level of floors. 



The foundations to the walls of the chapel, kitchen offices, and other one-height buildings, 
to be calculated two feet six inches below the level of floors. 

The boundary walls to be taken one foot six inches deep below the level of the yards when 
finished. 



Partitions to have 18-inch walling under them, and carried to the same depth as described 
for the buildings. 

The walling throughout to be of the thicknesses and heights shown or figured on the 
drawings. It is intended that the walls of the house, unless otherwise figured or described, 
should not be less than 18 inches thick, and the walling of every floor to be two inches 
thicker than the walling it supports ; the thickness of tlie walls being increased two inches 
for each floor or story carried immediately above them ; the several sets-off to the foundation 
walls, as shown in the sections, are not to be less than three inches on each side. 

Thewallsboth internally and externally to be constructed of rubble work, and, unless where 
otherwise described on the drawings, the stones carefully laid, to make both the inside and 
outside equally smooth, it beiug intended that both sides shall be smootliiy and neatly 
finished ; the rooms internally (except those otherwise described in lie section of plasterers’ 
work) to be whitewashed only, and not plastered. 

The quoins to the mam angles of buildings to be constructed with the largest walling stones, 
and to have headers and stretchers bonding not less than 10 inches into the walls; the jambs 
to the windows and doors to be either of rough hammer-dressed wall stones, or brick jambs 
constructed with three courses of nine-inch and three courses of 14-inch brick work alter- 
nately. Where brick jambs are used, the arches are to be of the same materials. 

The walls to be constructed from scaffolding erected on both sides, and none to be built 
overhand; great care is to be taken that the mortar does not run over the outside of the walls, 
which the contractor will be required to keep quite clean ; the joints of the stone work to be 
filled close with well-compounded mortar ; the interior of the walls not to be filled up with 
small pieces of stone, but with well laid and closely bedded materials; and particular care to 
be given in using a sufficient number of headers or ‘bond stones, in the proportion of not less 
than five to every 50 feet superficial ; liquid mortar gi-out to be used in such part of the 
walls, and when and where diiected by the clerk of the works ; no part of the walls of auy 
building to be carried more than one scaffold high above the other. 

Where 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



CASTLEDERG UNION WORKHOUSE. 9 

Where shown on plan, against the yard walls, the walling is to be carried up of the 
increased thickness necessary to form a stone bench about 18 inches high and 14 inches 
wide • the top is to be covered with stone flagging not less than two inches and a half 
thick’ tailed at least six inches into the wall, in order to firmly secure the same ; ije flagging 
being’ intended to foim a seat, is to be laid with a fall of half an inch, to throw off any water 

^^hrclfiinney shafts above the roofs to be carried up in brick work, except where otherwise 
described to be built with stone. All chimney shafts to be carried at least the height of the 
ridees of roofs, and, unless otherwise shown on the drawings, to be capped on top with square 
stone weathered and throated, with four inches projection, with the flues sunk out of the 
solid ’and to be at least four inches thick. No. 2 flues are to be carried up from the wash- 
house and No. 2, from the kitchen, to be commenced 18 inclies above the floor; all air or 
other flues to be carried up where shown or described. 

The openino-s of all fire-places, where not otherwise described, are, instead of chiinney- 
oieces to have nine-inch brick work carried round the same, projecting one inch from the 
face of wall or chimney breast, the mantle being formed with nme-mch bnck arch, 
having a two-inch rise, and turned on iron chimney bars, as described m the section lor 

^^The^contractor to provide a chimney-piece, according to a pattern to be approved, of the 
value of 2^., for the master’s room on tlie ground floor, and surgery ; all otlier fire-places to 
be as described, and of the widths shown, and three feet six mches high. 

All flues to be carefully constructed where shown or described on the plan, and, except 
when otherwise directed, to be of the clear size of 14 inches by 9, to be all pargetted with 
proper mortar, and left quite smooth; a sweep to be sent down them all when finished, to 
dislodee any mortar, &c., that may have fallen down, and the whole to be left in a clear 
’ ® ^ ^ to be taken that no timber is allowed to come within nine 



and perfect state; great care ... — — -- . , , . , , ■ i * 

inches of any flue, and all flues to be surrounded by 4j-inch brick work, which is always to 
be closely bedded in mortar, and no air holes or space left near it. 

Half-brick trimmers to be turned on the fioore, above the ground, for all chimney slabs, 
which are to he provided of the materials hereafter descnhed, and 18 inches longer than the 
opeuines, and 18 inches wide ; all chimney jambs of the upper floors that are not earned on 
work from below are to rest on strong stone corbels projecting from the wall the size ot 
the iamb, with a bed equal to their projection, and not less than nine inches thick, 
dressed on the exposed surface. Hearth-stones, as the last described, are to be provided 
to all fire-places on the ground floor, which are to rest on stone walls built up to receive 

The piers to large entrance gates are to be built with the common wall stones, with 
plinth and reveal as shown ; the largest stones are to be selected for the pmpose; tlie angi-s 
are to be rou<rh-hammered and closely jointed ; the capping to be made with a solid stoi e 
weathered on top, and not less than three inches projection, and six inches thick m the 
centre, and four inches on the edges; two large stones to be provided for each tyecewe 
the iron-work for the hinges of gates, which are to be sunk m the woik, and leaded m the 
stone ; a rough spuv-stone to be provided for each pier, not less than three feet 
sunk in the ground with IS inches of ditto above the ground, m order to prevent wheels 
from coming against the piers ; a sunk stop-stone, about mne '"f 

one foot six inches in the ground, and to stand about four mches above ditto, for closing the 
gates and receiving iron holt. , , i_ i i 

All frames to endows and doors to be very closely bedded, the stone-work to ^ 

•worked up to them, and, except where shown or described on the drawings, the mm® “e 
WeSed 'to be set’ witbont rSveals in the walling; 
and well flushed at the time with good mortar, m order to mak^e 
weather tight. All window and door frames are to be set six ^ 

wall, where the outside arches are ‘“"=4 Ms to 

arches are used, they arc to be 4i inches ftom the face of the wall , no wood lintels to be 
used, except where particularly described on plans. . • v 

The several arches of the doors and windows are to be 
stone arches, or 14-incl.es brick arches to the gtonnd floor 

buildines • but the openings of doors and windows of ah the low buildings, and the floors 
rfhigh^Mdinp nir tl.e° roof, are to he turned with either 14-inch stone or nme-ineh 

"wMow sills to he used to all openings (unless where the wdndows are desetibed on 
drawings to be otherwise finished) to be four mches thick with two ’“^es projeehon frop 
the face of the wall, and throated on the under Bide, md four mches 
ings ; the sill to be carried at least two inches under the sill of window ^ 

of the window on the inside is to be sloped to an "dh 

large wall-stones or flat-bedded common flagging stones instead of 

are to he nsed only to those windows so described in the carpenler’s work We workman- 
ship to the slope is required to be closely bedded, hut not finished be 
for the walling of the rooms. , , ai. 

Great care is to he given in making all angles of walls and 
contractor to find a sulcient number of plumb rules, squares an^e^ek for use of 
workmen, and to be used by the clerk of the works when reqmred ; all ImteE, templates, 
bond-plates, to be carefully bedded and laid level. 

363 - ® 
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All cut stone used to he laid in its natural bed, to be free from defects and closely 
pointed; all dressings to string courses and other projections, to have abed m the wall 

at least equal to their outward projection. * 

Where’steps are shown on ground plan to the outer doors, they are to be of the same 
rise, fc„ as the last described, and supported on solid rubble work i ?teps to be rough- 
punched on the exposed surface, and to have rebated joints, as described for staiis. 

All bricks to be strong, hard-burnt and of the best quality ; all defective and bad made 
bricks that may be rejected by the clerk of the works to be immedmtcly rumored from off 
the premises. 'Tbe mortar to be flushed close and quite solid m the joints, winch are not 
to ekceed halt an inch in thickness ; the work to be grouted with liquid mortar when 

directed, and the whole of the outside to be kept quite clean. 

The mortar used to be of approved quality (and compounded in the pioportions of one 
part lime, and two parts and a half sand, unless otherwise described);, of good fresh lime 
^refullv burnt, free from stones, and riddled or screened if required, mixed vyith good clean 
sharp sand for the brick work, and good clean coarse sand or Bne shavp-sifted gravel for 
the stone work of walls; all joints of freestone or other dressed stone work to be set with 

^^SLtracUn^ea^^ yard, where shown on plan, a flat stone, three feet square, at least four 
inches thick, and let in a 12-inch cast-iron grating ; under each stone construct a small 
cesspool, two feet square and four feet deep, Ened with 14-inch walling, and construct a 
drain six inches square in the clear, leading from the same; also prepare and fix m the 
wash-house and kitchen-oflices, where shown on plan, a four-inch sink stone, containing at 
least four feet superficial, prepared for a 12-inch cast-iron sink-trap, over a six-mch 
square drain leading to the cesspool in yard. 

The privies to the hoys’ and girls’ vards to be constructed according to section, and a 
two-feet drain to be made from ditto, to a large outer cesspool of the size and form shown 
on plan, lined with walling 18 inches thick, arched or domed over at top with a 14- 
inch stone or nine-inch brick arch, a man-hole three feet diameter, to be left at top, and 
covered with a large flat stone, for the purpose of clearing out the same when required. 
(The cesspool to be at least six feet clear height on the inside, to the springing of arch.) 

The privies aie to have vaults undemeatli them, the foundation walling is to be carried 
to the depth of at least seven feet clear height from the springing of arch, and of the form 
and size shown on plan; the walling, where described, is to be at least 18 inches thick, the 
whole to be arched over with not less than a 14-inch stone mortar wall,_ or a nine-inch 
brick wall, and on the outside of yards a man-hole to be left three feet diameter, covered 
with a flat stone for clearing out the same ; all drains to be executed as described, and 
to have a fall of not less than three inches in ten feet. 

To leave openings for and insert, where directed by the clerk of the works, cast-iron 
gratings for ventilatoi-s to rooms, timbers, &.C.; the size of the openings to be nine inches 



All large beams or girders, carrying the joists that have their ends inserted in the walls, 
to have a clear narrow space left all round to allow the air to circulate. 

The mason to cut all chases required, and to bed and insert all lead flashings that are 
described to be used to the gables, chimney shafts, &c. 

The yard walls, except otherwise described on drawings, are to be coped on the yard side, 
at an angle of 45 degrees, with common wall stones ; the stones to be closely set in their 
beds and laid with good mortar. 

No centering to doors, windows or other openings, to he struck or removed until so 
directed by the clerk of the works. The whole 6f the centering and trimming pieces required, 
are to be provided of the exact width and forms as shown or described for the several 



openings, &c. 

The door-ways in division walls of yards are to have a stone lintel not less than three 
inches thick, and the width of the wall, and 18 inches longer than the opening, or a 14-inch 
stone, or a nme-inch brick arch, with a slight rise, but to fit close on top of door-frame, 
which is to be carried up with the walling. 

Solid stone blocks to be inserted in walls for all inner doorways, to project five inches 
level with the floor, and mortised to receive door stiles. All outer doorways to have stone 
sills, 12 inches wide, six thick, and eight longer than openings mortised for door-posts. 

Solid stone blocks not less than two feet long, with at least nine inches above the ground, 
worked eight inches square, and champhered on top, and mortised to receive six-inch posts 
to support the roofs. 

Solid stone blocks to be inserted imder iron columns, where intended to be used, as 
described in smith’s work. 

An office to be built solely for the use of the clerk of the works, and constructed with 
nine-inch brick work, or with studding and plastering and rough cast on the outside; the 
office to be floored with one deal floor on joists, or with brick tiles ; the size of the office to 
be 1 0 feet by eight feet in the clear, and seven feet six inches to the under-side of plate ; to 
■contain a fire-place, a grate and desk, not less than six feet long and four feet wide, with 
large tray in ditto for drawings ; also a small drawer, containing one foot six inches super- 
ficial, wiw good lock and key ; the outer door to have a good strong lock and small key, 
the door to be inch think ; a window to put in office, containing not less than 10 feet • 
' sup^ficial, with shutters and fastening. 

The office to be removed by the contractor at the completion of the works, but to be kept 
in good repair during the execution of the’building. 

Discharging 
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Dischareine arches, in either one brick or stone, to be turned over all lintels or openings 
where directed and inverted arches under all openings where the nature of the ground m the 
foundations require them to be made ; where discharging arches are directed to be used over 
wood lintels, they are to be turned from the extreme end of the wood work. 

All the doorways opening into large staircases, and into passage ot mhrmary, are to have 
semicircular arches turned over the doorframes, and the spaces left open; all other openings 
marked (A.) on plan, are to be arched in the same manner. Those openings only that are 
marked (B ) are to have no doors, but arched, as before described. 

The contract to include 200 feet of eight-inch square dram, built with mortar wall, to be 
laid down as will hereafter he directed. 

Also 100 feet of 15 square dram, with mortar wall. 



Section No. 2. 

Carpenter, Joiner, &c. 

The timber used in the roofs, bond-pktes, lintels, joists, and other scantlmgs, to be either 
from the Baltic of Memel, Riga or Danteic, or of Quebec red pme ; the floors and other 
works to be of the several descriptions hereinafter descnbed, and all the materials to he of 
the best quality of their several kinds, well seasoned and free froin defects and large or 
dead knote : the whole to be executed according to the several drawings, an^d of the scant- 
lines marked or described thereon. No wood work to be covered up m the walls unless 
exSnmed and approved of by the clerk of the works ; the timber to be cut squ^e and 
straic-ht, and all bond lintels, &c., laid quite level ; bond timbers to be halved at least six 
inches at the joints, and well spiked, and where it passes through flues an iron bond or tie 
to be made to connect it. The whole of the several scantlings throughout to be finished of 
the full dimensions shown or descnbed on the drawings, and all flooring and other work to 

be left of the thicknesses hereafter stated. -p v v 

All the oak described to be used to be either Riga, or of Insh or Enghsh gro^. 

Roofino-, unless otherwise figured, to have wall plates, 6 by 2J mches; hips, 9 hv 
inches ; ridges, 6 by 1 ^ inches; vallies, 14 by inches; dragon pieces, 5 by 4 mches; 
common rafters, 3 S by 2 inches. _ , ■ » i 

No timber to be placed nearer any flue than is directed m the mason s 
All lintels, where described to he used, are to have a hearing of at least nine inches at 
each end on the walls, and to he at least four mches thick and placed over the sewerri 
openings to doors and windows, as shown on the draiymg made for such pn^^e; a 
cLmpler to be made on the edge one quarter of an mch wide. All joists to floors to be 
nlaced not more than 12 inches apart, and rafters 15 inches from centre to centre. 

The board room, and the two rooms to master's house, to have one and three-quarter 
inch square-framed six-panel doors, hung with three-mch butt Imges, mt-h a plain ogee or 
ovolo mouldiiitr two inches and three-quarters wide on both sides ; the front door to master’s 
bouse entnmce“ front to be framed two inches and a quarter thick, of the yte mdjiape 
shown on drawings; tile frame to be frve by four inches, wrought m the solid, rebated and 

doors, not othei-wise described, are to be U inch thick to the Pound floora Wged 
rebated and beaded, with No. 4 ledges, 8 inches wide and 1 J indi thick, with frames 
tenoned into stone blocks or sills; they are to be rebated and champbered on the edge, and 
of the size of 4 4 inches by 3 ; door-heads of the same scantling, with horns or 
6 incLrteng built in the w jl. All doors to the rooms above & ground floor are to be 
1 inch thick, ®and as the last described, but with three ledges only on them. (The pnvies 

“mercTornays t"tot7ar”tfoTti »tuds are to be made 1 J iueh wider round the 
dome to serrSLes, anS grooved for plastering, but where they occur m partitions not 

be executed ofthe sizes aud formsshown 
on tke drawings, t?be framed with 2 1 inches red deal, and li ledges and bryes, ^d filled 

SiS? tt”dtSlt:ruT5 “iS wid^, 

L herrafcf dierS to fe made with hooks and eyes, 2 feet 6 mches long, 

“lhTfl“o:raS“crti.ick, and cut out of white American deal of 

the floor homls to be cut of even thickness, and to be left rough on ^ 

rooms of master’s house on tL ground floor ; the sk^g to be according to 

they are to have cast-iron lights according to drawings. 

■ . 353. ' ^ 
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The several windows above the height of 3 feet 6 inches are intended to have 
transoms ; the windows marked A on plans are to be 3 feet 6 i^’clies high, and 2 feet 
10 inches wide; those marked B to the washhouse are to be 4 feet wide and S feet 
6 inches hio-h ; all other windows to be of the size slrown or described on the drawings. 

The dimensions given for the windows are taken outside the frames, in which manner 
they are intended to be shown in tlie drawings, without regard to any reveals that may 
he described to be formed in the walling. . , « , ~ it * e 

The scantlincrs throughout to be by 3 inches for the frames, mullions, transoms, &c. ; 
all the window^ with transom-heads to have the upper light to open by means of a line, and 
secured to hooks fixed in the wall ; cast-iron lights are to be fixed securely in oil putty mto 
the rebate of frame. Every window of the rooms above the ground floor to have one of the 
lights hung with hinges, to open for the purpose of cleaning the outside ot tlie lights, and 
secured with closing fastening prepared for small padlock. 

The contract to include all temporary fastenings to doors, endows, and other work 
required but only to provide for fixing the permanent locks and otherfastenmgs to windows, 
doors &c. which with their several screws, See., will be supplied to the contractor when he 
is prepared to receive charge of them; and all that maybe damaged or brokenm fixing 
or from other causes, must be replaced by him of the same quality and description as 



The ventilators over stairs and kitchen offices to be constructed according to the drawings 
and description given, to have windows of the size shown or described. 

Angle-staves |tb of an inch in diametei- to all the angles of plastered rooms, except to the 
windows of infirmary building, which are to have the angles plastered and rounded. 

Those roofs drawn to a steep pitch are to be constructed to an angle of degrees, 

all others to be made to an angle of degrees; all the roofs shown on sections or 

elsewhere to have projecting rafters, are to have them project 6 inches from tlie face of 

The other privies to be constructed with an oak bearer 4 by 3 inches, the length of privy, 
the bearer to be placed 18 inches high, and boarded and ledged, or studded, as shown in 
section. The children’s privies to have li inch seat, 12 inches high, with holes cut m ditto, 
as shown in plan. . . j • t. ■ , 

The partitions described on the plan to be wood partitions, are to be made with one-inch 
rough boarding ; the joints wTought and rebated, or ploughed and tongued, as described for 
floors, to be nailed to ledges, or studs, as shown on drawings, which are to be champhered 
Ithinch on Uieir edges, and of the size of 4 by 2| inches, and secured to framing of floors 
or roof. The ledges or studs are not to exceed 3 feet apart ; those partitions described on 
the sections to be trussed, are intended to carry the floors above them, and to ha.ve upright 
studs 4 by 3 inches, with heads of the same size, and a sill formed with the joist of floor 
immediately under it. 

The bond under the several floors to be made to run all round the walls of the building, 
and to be halved down, so as to make the upper surface level with the tops of girders of 
floors, where the girders occur, so that the joists of floors can at those ends which go into 
the wall be notched on the same level as those on the girders ; the section of the build- 
ing will explain the proposed manner, and where any cross walls occur, and the joists, 
carried through or otherwise, the bond to be placed in the centre of the wall as a chain 
bond ; uo bond where running tlirough openings is to be cut until tbs work is carried 
up, unless by the direction of the clerk of tlie works. (Size of bond to be 4 J by 3 inches.) 

The windows of the board room and master’s room, and other plastered rooms, to have 
the jambs splayed inside, and wood staff beads gth inch in diameter to ditto, with rounded 
window boai-ds on strong hearers (except to the infirmary building, before described.) 

All door frames to be secured to wood bricks 9 by 4^ by 3 inches, two to be placed 
at equal heights in the height of doorway, on each side ; a sufficient quantity to be at 
all times supplied to the mason, to whom every assistance is to be given in bedding the 
bond-plates, lintels, templates, 8tc. 

All girders or bearers to have a template inserted in the wall for them to rest upon, 
to be at least 2 feet long, 6 by 3 inches, and to which they are to be strongly spiked. All 
girders, tie beams, &c, to have at least a 9-incb bearing on the walls. 

All stairs shown or described on the drawings to oe wood, are to have inch deal 
treads and deal risers, with strong carriages and proper linings ; the steps to be 9 1 inches 
on tread (exclusive of the rounded nosings), and, except where otherwise figured, to have 
risers 7i inches deep. 

Two-and-half-incb oak rounded handrail, and 3-inch square and turned newels, and 
1 ^-iiich square bar balusters, 6 inches apart, securely fixed into handrail, and Ij-inch cut 
string, into which the steps are to be housed. 

Six-inch square posts to be placed under the shed buildings, where shown on plan, 
tenoned into stone blocks and into girders, to carry feet of rafters. Girders to be 9 inches 
by 6, and mortised for posts ; the posts to be champhered 1 inch on the edges, and 7 feet 
high above tlie stone blocks. 

l‘he contractor will be supplied with the several articles of ironmongery contained in the 
list at tlie end of the specification, but to include the fixing the same, and all other iron- 
mongery described under the section of the smith’s work, which is connected witli the 
carpenter and joiner’s work; all such ironmongery that is not described in the list before 
referred to, or contained in the Section of smith’s work, is to be provided and fixed by the 
carpenter and joiner. 
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Section No. 3. 

Slater and Plasterer. 

Slater. 

Tlie roofs to be covered with the slates, nails and battens, and with the lap, for slates, ire., 
hereafter described ; the slates are to be of the best kind, and any which may be considered 
by the architect, or the clerk of the works, to be too thin, or in any ways defective, are to 
be rejected; the whole are to be sound, and to be nailed in the middle with two nails to 
each slate, and all of a sufficient length to tail on the upper battens or laths, to prevent them 
from being tilted by the wind. The ^battens are to be cut out of |tb-inch deal, and 2| 
inches wide. 

Care is to be taken that the roofs which abut against the walls of the building are 
prepared with a tilting fillet, at least one-and-a-half-inch high, so as to throw off the 

'^^Th^e hips are to be cut quite close, and never less than half a full-sized slate to be applied, 
in order to avoid all small pieces, which are liable to get out of order, the hips and ridges 
to be covered as hereafter described. The cheeks and gables of dormers to be covered with 
slates cut of the size of about 12 inches long by six wide ; the lower part cut to a pattern 
either circular or elliptic. , . . j i ip • i. *i, n j * 

The eaves of slates to project not less than four-and-a-halt inches over the walls, and not 
less than two inches beyond the feet of rafters in projecting roofs. Roman-cement filleting 
to be used at all angles, chimney shafts, &c. ; when it is not described on the drawings, to 
be done with lead. ^ _ . „ , ^ 

The slater is to keep the root in proper order, and repair all damage that may occur, 
until the buildino- is delivered up, when the whole is to be in perfect order and weather- 
tieht throughout! and to take all care that the slating is not discoloured by mortar or Roman 
cement, as the work will be required.to be kept qiiite clea^n. 

The nnder-side of all slates that are not described to be ceiled against the rafters, are 
to be rendered straight and smooth between the battens, except to the roofs of wash- 
house and sheds ; the under-side of those roofs that are ceiled against the rafters are to be 

''°'Roofs°wfth'a pitch of 35 degrees to have a 3^-inch lap. The hips and ridge^ except 
where shown on drawings, to be covered with lead, are to have Cheshire or Staffordshire 
tiles, or cut ridge stone o"f approved quality. The slates to be nailed with strong wronght- 
iron nails, boiled in oil. . , , , „ r\ i * 

The roofs to be covered with the best Bangor Queen slates. 

Plasterer. 

The walls of the infinnary to be plastered, one coat Snished smooth on face for white- 
wash ■ tire master’s two rooms on ground floor, and passage between them, and the board 
room to be plastered two coats and coated ; aU other internal walls throoghout are to be 
stenned and twice Ume-whitened ; also twice sise-whrte all exposed wood-work to under-srde of 
floors • boarded partitions, and other work, not desenbed, to be ceded or pamted, and all 
other timbers of roof and ander-side of slates where exposed to sight. 

Ceilings to be put to tbe board room, master's four rooms, and passage on pound floor, 
andinflrSiary building, which are to be lathed, seratched, floated, and coated; tEeunder^de 

of all floors Lt descSbed to he plastered, bemg intended to be whitewashed only. (AlHath 
“nd plaster ceilings are to be applied either to the nnder-side of floor joists or agamstthe 
rafters: no ceiling joists being intended to be used.) j. a ■ o ■ra 

All Ume to be well slackeif and ftee ftom cores or unbumt stones, and to be imied with 

o-ood clean sand, and mixed in proper proportions, 

° The lime-white to the walls of house to be mixed with a due proportion of tallow, to pre- 
^*TOe'lafl”to'im all strong, and the nails to be either wrought or cast-iron, and not less 

WheTemy plSkrlng is put over wood lintels, or other timber, a good key to be made by 

°'^TK*angle?to°w1ndows of infirmary are to be rounded, and no angle-staves used; where 
angle-staves are used, they are to have quirks cut. 



Section No. 4. 

Plumber, Painter and Glazier. 



Plumber. 



To include all work hereinafter described or shown on the drawings, or that will he found 

east lead is need it is to be evenly— 
smooth surface, and free from sand or pm holes, and at least half a po 
foot heavier than the weights hereafter described for the milled lead , no cae 

where so described on drawings, to have lead top flashings of 4lh. lead, to lay six ii^cbes^on 
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the slatee and turn up six inches against the waUs, and covered with a top flashing of 61ba, 
iSa iriS“mde°bmlt in the walls for that purpose, parallel to the molmatton of the 

roof. 

Painter. 

The whole of the wood and 

SStntfonf r.l The feet of the rafs winch proiect are no. 

intended to bJ painted; any work which does not properly hold out. to receive the addi- 

tional coats of paint required. , . v a 

The work to be finished, a plain common colour to be appioved. 

Glazier. 

The windows, generally, to he glased with glass of C C quality, and of the shapes and 

"ThrwdXm to ^Itefsfour rooms and windows of board room are to have C glass. 

All glass lived in iron lights to be closely fitted, and securely and neatly puttied. 

The contractor to be aSswerable for all windows broken during the execution of the 
building, and the whole to be given up in a clean and perfect state. 



Section No. 6. 



To nrovide all straps, bolts, and other work, where shown or described on the drawings, 
the wrouvht-iron to be the best tough metal, and the cast work of good quality and clean 
mould • also to provide all moulds and patterns required. (Wrought-irou straps, two inches 
by a quarter of an inch, to be applied to the feet of prmcipal rafters and king and queen 

fire-places to have chimney bars two inches by half an inch, of a segment form, to go 
into the wills at least six inches in angle fire-places, or through the jambs, where they pro- 
ject and turn up and down, two inches at each end. 

Cast-iron gutters, according to drawing, to the eaves of those roofs, where marked with a 
red line on the plan, supported on strong iron brackets, securely fixed m the walls, or to the 
feet of projecting lafters ; all joints of spouting to he put together with wlute lead, and 
secured by a nut and screw. . 

Rain-water down pipes, unless otherwise described, are to be three inches clear diameter, 
and where marked on plans, with heads of approved pattern and proper shoes at the foot of 
each • a small cast-iron grating to be fixed about two-thirds tlie way down the head to pre- 
vent leaves, &c. o-etting down. The down pipes to be secured by strong holdfasts to each 
lenoth of pipe, wtoch is not to be less in any part than three-sixteenths ot an inch tlnck. _ 
fhe contractor to include No. 4 plain common gi-atings, 12 inches square, for letting mto 
stone over small cesspools. _ x 

The contract to include 2 cwt. of wrought iron, to he used m bolts, nuts, screws, straps, 
and other work, where directed by the clerk of tlie works, in addition to that shown or 
described on the drawings, or contained in the specification. , • , r • i p 

To provide also No. 2o cast-iron ventilators, of the size of nine inches by four mches, ot 
approved pattern, to be inserted by the mason where directed by the clerk of the works. 
*^The contractor to find all lead necessary for fixing iron work, and fire for heating tte 
same ; to include strong wrought-iron hiuges to the large gates or doors of yards with 
fastemngs, to be executed according to the drawings and descriptions given. 



Section No. 6. 

Feaggbe or Payior. 

The floors of the several rooms to be either flagged, paved or otherwise laid as hereafter 
described, shown or directed on the drawings. . ^ u j j 

All rooms marked E. on plan are to be flagged and laid in courses, and bedded ana 
closely jointed in mortarj all the stones are to be closely dressed and fitted against the 

walls. . V v L + + 

The rooms marked F. are to be laid with mortar-floors, compounded with the best mate- 
rials, and mixed in approved proportions of clay, lime and bullock’ s-blood, &c. 

The several rooms, passages or other parts marked G. on the plans are to be paved, 
and to have the'stones well i-ammed and bedded in gravel, and filled in with strong coarse 
sand, or other materials described.' ' . , 

The floors to be carefully protected until they are quite dry and hard ; they are to be laid 
perfectly level, and in the most approved manner, and to have a foundation of dry and 
oroken materials at least six inches thick. ^ a 

Care is to be taken that all the ground on which the flooring is laid is well settled and 
rammed all over, before the gravel or other bedding materials are used. 

The floors of wash-house and kitchen to have an inclination towards ah iron grating leading 



to drain, to convey off the w'ater. 



The 
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The work is to be left quite sound and perfect when delivered up, and all broken stones 
to be replaced with perfect ones, and any work which has sunk or settled below the proper 
surface to be again securely relaid. 

Particulars of ironmongery to he supplied hereafter ; the fixing of which only belongs to 
this contract. 

Norfolk thumb-latches to the ledged dooi-s ; fastenings to the several windows, and centres 
and pivots for hanging them ; locks to all doors ; bolts to ditto ; hinges to all doors. 



General Clauses and Conditions of the Specification of Works. 

The foregoing sections of works are to be taken to include every detail connected there- 
with that is necessary for making the same complete ; to include all necessary scaffolding, 
labour tools, hoisting tackle, water-canying and materials, labour implements of every kind 
that are necessary for performing, executing and completing the works in the best manner ; 
the scaffolding is to be securely constructed in all parts, to be ample in quantity, and com- 
posed of good materials, and constructed to the satisfaction of the clerk of the works, 
appointed by the Poor Law Commissioners. 

The works are to proceed under the inspection and approval of the clerk of the works, 
and to the entire satisfaction of the architect of the Poor Law Commissioners. The architect 
and clerk of the works are to have full power to enter upon the premises or any part of the 
building, at such times as they may think proper. 

The drawings and specification are to be under the charge of the clerk of the works, and 
deposited from day to day at his office on the premises ; they are to be open to the inspec- 
tion of all pereons employed upon the building, who may have occasion to refer to them, 
and they will be at liberty to copy or take any pailiculai’s of such details as they may, from 
time to time, require ; but the drawings and specifications are on no account to be removed 
from the premises by any person not specially authorized by the architect. 

The contractor is to receive, as belonging to the contract, all detail or explanatory draw- 
ings, which may from time to time be considered necessary by the architect, and which he 
may sign and furnish to the contractor; and in all cases where figured dimensions or 
written directions are given on the plans, the same are to be followed and used in preference 
to the use of the scale. 

The several roofs to be constructed according to the pitch or inclination given, and the 
dimensions for the length of timbers, and for slating, to be ascertained from the width of the 
several rooms, added to the thicknesses figured or described for the walls. 

All materials used in the respective works shall he of the very best quality, and the work- 
manship thereof executed in the best and most substantial manner. Should materials of 
any kind be brought upon the premises, which, in the opinion of the clerk of the works, are 
eitner unsound, improper to be used, or contrary to the intent and meaning of the contract, 
the same shall be immediately removed from off the premises, upon notice to that effect 
being given by him in writing to the contractor or his foreman ; and in case such notice be 
not immediately complied with, the clerk of the works will be required to report the fact to 
the Poor Law Commissioners through their architect. Any works whicli, in the opinion of 
the architect, have been improperly executed, shall upon notice to the contractor be imme- 
diately taken down or removed, and reconstructed in a substantial manner, and no additional 
charge shall be made by the contractor for such work. 

No materials or timber scantlings once brought on the building ground shall be removed 
from off the premises on any pretence whatever, unless with the written consent of the 
architect, or unless they he materials brought there /jofidjide for the purpose of scaffolding. 
The materials brought upon tlie ground are to be considered as belonging to the Poor Law 
Commissioners, although the value of them is not to be taken into consideration in calculatp 
ing the advances to which the contractor may, from time to time, he entitled. _ 

The contractor is to make regular weekly payments of wages to the several mechanics, 
artificers and labourers employed by or under him, and punctually to pay weekly to them 
in money the full amount of their earnings. 

Upon notice to the contractor or foreman, by the architect, that a sufficient number of men 
are not employed on any section of the works, he will he required to provide the same, or on 
his default, within reasonable time, the architect may engage such number of men as are 
required, and at such amount of wages as in his opinion is proper ; the amount thereof, and 
all expenses attending the employment of such men, to be deducted from the amount due to 
the contractor. Should any combination at any time take place amon» the workmen for 
advance of wages, or any other causes, and the same be represented to the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, or their architect, the same will be taken into consideration, whether ^y just 
ground existed for allowing any extension of time for any delay that may thereby be occa- 
sioned to the works. a* i, +1, 

-Any inferior workmen employed by the contractor is, upon notice to that effect by the 
clerk of tlie works,' to'be discharged by the contractor. 

The contractor is not to underlet in any way the whole or afiy part of the wort, or to do 
the same by task work, except with the written consent of the architeet. 

Should any delay arise from the want of a due supply of proper materims, and the pr^ 
gress of the works be thereby interrupted, the architect, either- himself ^or through the 
clerk of the works, may order or provide the same, and the expenses thereby occasioned 
may be deducted from the amounts that may be or become due to the contractor. 
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The contractor is to supply the clerk of the works with all requisite information upon 
the number of men employed, the state of preparation of the materials, and such information 
of the kind as may be required of him by the architect or clerk of the works. 

The clerk of the works is not to be employed in any way whatsoever by the contractor, 
or to receive any payment from him for any services connected with the building, but to give 
every assistance in his power in directing the proper execution of the works ; and should the 
contractor have reasou to complain of the conduct of the clerk of the works, in the exe- 
cution of bis duties or othenrise, the contractor will, upon representation of the facts to the 
Poor Law Commissioners through their architect, have such redress as they consider him 
entitled to. , • t 

In case any disagreement or dispute sliould arise during the progress ot the works, or 
after their completion, as to the meaning of the specification and drawings, or relating to any 
other cause whatever connected witli the said contract, the same shall he referred to the 
architect for the time being, and his award shall be final and conclusive upon all matters 
touching the said contract between the parties. 

In case the architect, in consequence of frost or from any other cause, shall order a suspen* 
sion of the works, such order shall be in writing, and the works shall thereupon be discon- 
tinued and carefully covered up with straw, or such other covering or protection as the 
architect may direct. The works shall be again resumed upon notice to the contractor, who 
shall be allowed an extension of time beyond tlie date of his contract equivalent to the delay 
occasioned by such suspension of the works. 

The contractor is to be answerable for all dam^e that may happen to the seyei-al works 
until such time as they are delivered up by him, and certified by the architect to be 
complete ; the contractor is to be at the expense of watching and taking due care of the 
works, and is to remove, from time to time, all rubbish that may accumulate on the gi'ound, 
and to take the same to such part of the premises as the clei-k of the works may direct. 

No additional work is to be executed or allowed for, unless done in pursuance of the written 
direction of the architect ; and no omissions from or alterations in the specified works are 
to be made, except by such wTitten direction ; and no additions, omissions or alterations, so 
directed to be made, are to have any effect in invalidating or annulling the contract. Any 
additional work tlrat may be necessaiy in the foundations of the buildiD|, and directed to be 
done, or any work which may be directed by the architect to be omitteS from the contract, 
in not requiring the foundations of the walls to go so deep as specified, is to be taken 
account of by the clerk of the works; and no foundations are to be covered up without 
the previous directions of the clerk of the works. The value of all such additional or 
omitted work is to he ascertained by the architect for the time being, and valued according 
to a list of prices attached to the articles of agreement, or in case the contractor does not 
furnish such list, then such valuation is to be made according to the judgment of the said 
architect, and the value of such extra or omitted work is to be either added to or deducted 
fi-om the amount of the last payment to be made to the contractor on the building contract. 
All prices for such additional works, being fii’st approved by the architect, must be attached 
to the contract previous to the execution of it by the contractor. 

No payment is to be made to the contractor except on the architect’s certificate on the 
value of the work executed, and no certificate to be given for any sum less than one-eightli 
the amount of contract ; and the several pa3Tnents are to be made at the rate of the 85 per 
cent, on the value of tlie work executed, leaving a balance of 15 per cent, to be retained 
as a guarantee for the goodness and perfection of the works. The reseiwe of 15 per cent, 
shall be payable on the architect’s certificate, at the expiration of two months from the com- 
pletion of the works included in the contract, except the painting and whitewashing of the 
plastering ; but such final [layment shall be subject to any abatement which the architect 
may make for remedying any defects in the works, which, on notice thereof by him to the 
contractor, shall not be Torthwith remedied. 

It is, however, to be expressly understood, that the payment of such first instalment is to 
be contingent on the Exchequer Loan Commissioners having advanced, at the time at which 
such instalment shall become due, the sum of monev which the Poor Law Commissioners 
have directed the Board of Guardians of the Union to borrow for the erection of the work- 
house ; and no delay in the payment of such first instalment shall interfere with the progress 
of the works, or release the contractor from his obligation to complete them by the time 
hereinafter named. 

The whole of the works are to be completely finished, and ready to be dehvered up by 
the contractor, on the first day of September 1840 ; and in case he shall fail in completing 
the works contracted for by him on or before the day mentioned, he shall be liable to a de- 
duction from the amount of his contract for every week during which the works shall remain 
unfinished beyond the before-mentioned time ; and such deduction (if made) shall be o^ 



the following scale 

If the whole amount of the contract does not exceed 1,000 1. - - 10 L per week. 

If the same exceeds l,000l., and does not exceed 2, OOOL - - - 20Z. per week. 

If the same exceeds 2,000 Z., and does not exceed 5,oooZ. - - - 30 Z. per week. 

If the same exceeds 5,000 Z. - - 40Z. per week. 



Specification referred to by articles of agreement bearing date the second day of September 
539, and entered into between the undersigned on the one part, and the Poor I^aw Corn- 
oners on the other part. 

(signed) John Maguire. 
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Particulars relating to Building Contract for the Ca&thderg Union Workhouse. 

List of the Drawings prepared for the Contract for the above Workhouse. 

Ground Plan. 

One-pair Plan, showing roofing over the low building. 

Two-pair Plan, and Sections on the lines A B and CD on ground plan. 

Elevations of main building and entrance. 

The above plans and specifications are not to be removed, by any person estimating, 
from the place in which they are deposited, but may be used for the purpose of taking off 
the dimensions in order to obtain the quantities of the several works, or for the purpose of 
making any copies or tracings of tlie same. 

One tender for the whole of the works would be preferred, but persons are at liberty to 
submit tenders or proposals for tlie several works which belong to either of the sections set 
forth in the specification. 

The lowest tender will not necessarily be accepted, and it is also to be understood that 
none of the tenders submitted will be accepted, should they be all considered too high in 
amount; approved securities will be required from the party whose tender is accepted, in a 
sum of not less than 10 per cent, on the amount of his contract. 

The works will be required to be commenced forthwith, and executed by the time and 
according to the conditions mentioned in the specifications, and agreeably to the intention 
and meaning of the terms describing the several works ; and therefore parties are recom- 
mended, previous to making tenders, to satisfy themselves of the meaning of every part of 
the specification, and may, for tliis purpose, apply to Mr. Wilkinson, architect, (directed 
under cover to “ The Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin,”) from whom any further informa- 
tion relating to the said plans and specifications may be obtained. 

The contractor is required to state in his tender the time he will require for completing 
the building, and also to name the materials he intends to use in the walling and flawing. 

The field on which the workhouse is to be built will be pointed out by the Clerk to the 
Board of Guardians. 

The names of the several parties (for whom copies of the drawings are taken) are requested 
to be left with the Clerk to the Board of Guardians. 



Notice to Contractor on foregoing Specification. 

The front elevation of the main building is to have a pediment formed in the centre, with 
a 6-inch break or projection in the wall ; the size of the pediment to be not less than the 
present pitch of the roof would give, and it is to have the break arranged to come in between 
the piers of the windows. The extra expense this break and pedimeut will occasion, will 
be chiefly to the labour of the quoins and the lead gutteis, to be constructed according to 
specification. 

(signed) Geo. Wilkinson, 

Poor Law Commission Office,! Architect. 

Dublin, 10 January 1840. J 



No. 7 .— .Particulars of the Fittings to be provided for the Castled£rg Union Workhouse, and 
Note of Alterations made therein. 



Bedsteads. . d. 

To construct No. 16 deal bedsteads, as per sketch, to be of white Norway deals, free 
from knots, and well and neatiy finished. To construct along side-wall at heads of 
beds a rail 4 J inches by 2 inches, supported on strong cast-iron brackets, as per sketch, 
and screwed to deal floor, or let into solid stone blo^s in mortar floors, and the iron- 
work to be run with lead where fixed to the stone - - - . - - at 

The bedsteads to be fixed in the rooms of the infirmary building only - - - at 

All bedsteads placed in those rooms where there are mortar floors, are to have d^al 
boards 9 inches wide, with roimded edges, laid on floor, immediately under the feet 
of bedsteads, to receive the l^s. The deal boards to be securely fixed by iron work to 
the blocks let in the floor -----------at 

The iron legs and bearers of bedsteads to be painted ------ at 

Grates and Stoves. 



Board Room and ClerKs Office. 

Best black front half-register grates of neat approved pattern, in the board room and in 
the master’s apartments ; the sides to have ^estone coves and linings ; also common 
plain cast-iron grates, with hobs, to the surgery, nurse’s room and dormitories of upper 
floors ; all these to have the fire-place lined with good fire-bricks - - - * 

Plain stoves of oast iron to be provided, and fixed in the several day-rooms and dormi- 
tories on the ground floor, and to the rooms of infirmary and probationary wards. 
No. 2 stoves to the large rooms to be of the size of 18 inches by 18 inches, and No. 8 
to the smaller rooms to be of the size of 18 inches by 12 inohes ; the stoves all to have 
laige fenders, and sheet-iron open drawers for ashes j the tubing for smoke flues to be 
353- O 
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6 inch. cl» di»e«r, to »a f " 

each stove in additioa to the bends, &c. The tubing 

Iron Boilers. 

Jn WflsA-/touse. 

To p„.ide ..d fi. a o.s.-i,on boto «.h tap,, 

oSs “^-S: ;ioSrrooT=,;‘fj & ^ « ..pp>. 

■with hot water 

In Kitchen. 

One ditto - - ditto, to contain 160 gallons . - L 

One ditto - - ditto, to contain 60 gallons , - at 

One ditto - -• ditto, to contain 10 gallons . - - - 

Jn ProbationaTy Ward. 

One cast-iron boiler, &c. to contain 20 gaUons, with tap _ - - - 

To include making all flues complete, each flue to have an iron frame and bed 
ing out, and also a damper to each - - - - - 

Tables and Forms. 

Pay and Pining Rooms. 

No. 10 deiJ tobies, witli 1 S-inch deal tops, 23 mche, tride, 9 f<»* 1°^. 

with 3 -mcbsqnare-&sined legs, and 6-iuoh framing of IJ deal, as sketch (Note 2, p. 20.) at 
No 20 deal foiis, to ditto, 9 feet long, with li-inch deal tops, lOJ mehes wide, with 

sttong-framedlegsoflj-inchdeal, cat hollow at bottom, ns sketch - 

School Room. 

No. 10 forms, 8 feet long, with deal seats, 9 inches wide, 12 inches liigh, with ^trong- 

Fo* wmsS^general, No. 8 forms, with iJ deal seats (as to dining hall) S feet long 

No. 4 deal tables -with 1 1 deal tops, and square-framed legs (as to dining hall) ; size , of 

tables, 4 feet 6 inches by 2 feet 6 inches 

No. desks ditto, - - ditto, as per sketch 

Desk for master, as per sketch ----a 



- • at 
for clean- 

- - at 



Dressers. 

The contracts to include 20 feet running of dresser, l|-ineh deal top on strong bearers, to 
be fixed where directed, with three rows of shelves 1 inch thick, on strong bearers, over 
them 

Kitchen and Sculleries. 

To construet a dresser 16 feet long, 2 feet 6 inches wide, of deal on strong bearers, 
with six rows of 9-inch shelves 1 inch thick. • To construct a sink, size of 8 feet by 
2 feet, to be placed on strong bearers -with two divisions, one to have a plug 1 J inch 
diameter, and the other a 4-inch square iron grating, both to lead to a drain ; the sink 
to be made of 2-inch deal, put together with white lead, and 9 inches clear depth - at 



Water Works. 

To provide and construct a metal force-pump of approved constmction ; the pump to be 
8 inches bore, and to have 2^ inch pipe from well, and 2J inch rising main to supply 
a deal cistern to be fixed in roof over the wash-house, (Note a, p. 20.) - - -at 

The cistern to he lined with 6 lbs. lead sides, and 7 lbs. lead bottom, and eonstrueted with 
2-inch deal, put together -with white lead, and to contain gallons, and to have a 
I inch notice-pipe, (Note 3, p. 20.) --------- ai 

From the cistern construct pipes of 1^-inch bore leading to the wash-house, with 1^-inch bib 
cock j also pipe to kitchen with 1 J-inch bib cock ; one to each yard for men and 
■women j convey a pipe and fix a 1-ineh bib cock with square handle to turn ditto, and 
to take on and off ; the cock to be fixed against wall of main building ; also to con- 
struct a pipe leading through master’s passive to frontwards, where a pipe is to be placed 
in the inside comer of yard of the probationary ward, -with bib co(^s, with lever move- 
able handle, as described to the yards for men and women ; also a pipe to supply 
boiler in receiving ward, and pipe to each hath in the receiving-rooms, and pipe from 
the boiler in recei^ving-room to baths ■!» supply the hot water (Note 8, p. 20.) - Rt 
To construct in yard a large rain-water tank, size of 10 feet by 7 feet, and 6 feet deep, ; 
domed over as cesspools; the rain-water tank to be lined ■with half brick, bonded in 
stone, and rendered in cement ; the bottom to be laid ourviform - - - - at 

Also to provide and fix a smaD common lead pump in wash-house, with 2-inch suction- ' 
pipe from tank, to be fixed high enough to pump water into the boilers, (Note 3,p.20.) at 
Pipes to be laid from the cistern to the baths and boiler in the receiving wards, ■with 
1-inch bib cocks, with moveable bandies ; a pipe from boiler in receiving-room to be car- 
ried to each of the baths to supply hot water, (Note 3, p. 20) - - - -at 
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Baths. 

Probationary. 

To construct a deal bath, l| inch thick of well-seasoned deal, ploughed and tongued at 
ioints and put together with white lead, to be 6 feet long, 2 feet 6 inches wide, and 
2 feet deep, placed at one end of the receiving-rooms ; one to be placed in each bath- 
room • the baths to have a IJ-ineh plug, to open into a drain constructed in surface 
by paving stones, and leading into cesspools in yards ... two baths, at 

Painting. 

The names of each room to be painted in black 1-inch capital letters, of Roman character, 
on the doors of the following rooms, on the outside ; the letters to be placed about 
2 feet below top of door, in the centre of doorway (as regards the width of door), and 
the letters to be tlie common proportionate distance from each other - - - at 

Particulars of the several Rooms which are to have their Names painted thereon. 

Externally. 

Two Probationary YardSf Entrance Building. 

Female probationary ward .-.-at 

Mole probationary ward at 

Children’s Yards. 



Boys’ day and school-room ------- 

Girls’ day and school-room 

Men’s and Women’s Yavds — Female Side. 

Female day-room - -- -- -- - 

Wash-house 

Infirmary 

Male Side. 



Kitchen Offices ------- 

Male day-room ------- 

Infirmary ------- 

Internally. 



at 

at 



at 

at 

at 



at 

at 

at 



Board room 



at 



Master’s room 



Main Building— Ground Floor. 



- at 



Where man and wife are appointed, the words “Master’s and Matron’s Rooms” to be 
substituted. 

iStaiVi cif bad of Master’s Rooms. 

(On deal board, size of 12 by 6, painted same colour as doors, and fixed against wall,) 
Stairs to boys’ and girls’ dormitories, &c. ------ at 



Upper Floor. 



Boys’ dormitories, No. 1, 2, 3, &c. - - - - - - - • -at 

Girls’ dormitories, No. 1, 2, 3, &o. - - - - - - • - - at 

Principal Stairs — Male Side. 

Male wards - ..----------at 

Boys’ rooms - .- -- -- -- -- --at 

(On board as before described) Stairs leading to male dormitories - - - - at 



Female Side. 



Female wards ..-.------- --at 

Girls’ room ...----------at 

(Board and inscription to stairs, same as male side) - - - - - - at 

Male and Female Sides — Upper Floors. 

Male dormitories, No. 1, 2, 3, &c. - -- -- -- --at 

Female dormitories, No. 1, 2, 3, &c. - -- -- -- --at 

Mill-room --------------at 

Infirmary — Ground Floor , Male Side. 

Male ward - - - - - - - . - -at 

Surgery - -- -- -- -- -- -- -at 

Nurse’s room - at 

Female Side. 

Female ward » - - - « - .- - • ’ -Rt 
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OORllESPONDENCE ASD DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 



To oomtraot in tk« snrgny n deni pree. in two height., .iee of 8 feet 6 inches tride, by 
6 feet 6 inches high, nnd 13 inch., deep, the lower to be hong with folding dooin m 
two heights, the inside to bo fitted up with shelves end dtswers, and to contain not 

less than 13 drawers - ■ ■ “ .-u t-u*' 

To provide and fil » bell weighing 50 lbs. to be fined on ridge roof, over file wash-houso, 
to be hung between two 6-inoh square oak posts, with wentter-bontded top, as per 
sketch; lie position to he determined by the Imss of fte roof, “ the posts are 

to be bWht down for .ecnting them ; to include wheel, rope, tubing through roof, 

kc., (Note 4,i»/m.) ----- i“ 

GMMlil,LY._The whole of the works to he done in the best manner, and with 
eood seasoned timber, and in accordance with the specificatton for the ereetaon of 
the worhhouse, and agreeable to the general clauses and conditions of the specifica- 
tions and building contract; the fables and forms are not intended to be painted, 
nor is any of the work, ascept where so described. 



Note on Particulars of Fittings ; Alterations made in them by me. 

18 October 1840. (signed) Geo. Wilkinson. 

Deal floors now put to the two Infirmary rooms (which were very low and damp). 

(Note 1, ante, p. 18.)— Altei-ed one of wash-house boilers to 150 gallons. 

(Note 2, ante, p. 18.)— Put cross pieces under tables- 

(Note S, ante, p. 18.)— Erased all about cistern pipes and force pump, &c., and described 
pump for well or tank to hold spring water, same as for wash-house. 

(Note 4, swprc,)— Omitted bell. 

[iVote.— For Statement of Prices referred to in the Order, see Contractor’s Account, 
No. 18, pp. 24-27.] 



II.— Orders for Extra Works given by the Architect to the Contractor. 



No. 8. — Note by Commissioners’ Architect. 



The works performed in addition to those included -in the contract were chiefly ordered 
by means of the drawings on which they were shown or explained, and the clerk of works 
was instructed thereon, either by letter or verbally, by the architect or an assistant architect, 
who had been supplied with the necessary information. 

The extra foundations were performed m accordance with the provisions of the contract, 
which left the additional quantity to be determined upon the execution of the work. 

The works performed in various additions to the internal arrangements were ordered to 
be carried out in accordance with directions to be given by any assistant architect. 




See the accompanying Memorandum of a Letter, 25 November 1840, while en route. 

The lead pipes, &c., for water-works, were ordered by the accompanying letter, 10 Novem- 
ber 1841. 

The fixtures and fittings were ordered in accordance with the instructions on the foregoing 
particulars. 

(signed) Geo. Wilkinson, 

Architect. 



No. 9. — Note of a Letter addressed to Contractors from Cork, while travelling on survey 
of Buildings. 

Jlfem . — In consequence of arrangements determined on through the instance of the 
Assistant Commissioner; wrote to Mr. iftaguire, Castledei^, and directed him to put store- 
room in upper floor, to fit up one of infirmary ^iriries for master, ■&c„ to receive instructions 
from Mr. Doolin for further works necessary, and to attend very carefully-to the setting-crf 
boilers ; said Mr. Doolin would be at Castlederg immediately. 

Cork, 25 November 1840. . (signed) Geo. -W. 



No. 10. — Letter from Architect to Contractor. 

Architect's Office, Poor Law Cominissi^» 
Sir, 10 November 1840. 

I HAVE to beg you to proceed forthwith witli the laying down a pipe from the reservoir, 
as proposed in your letter, which I return ; a oDe-inch strong lead pipe leading to wash-houae, 
with abrandito kitchen,- and -two small-arms, one in both men and women’s, yante, ww® 
% l eodt'to kitchen and wash-house, and | cock to^each end of men and women. 
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Also to enclose with rough one-inch weather boarding the arch to shed ; to put a five-feet 
wide door in ditto ; also, at the height of six feet, to construct a rough three-quarter deal 
floor on joists, to form a straw loft, which is to have a door in head of arch, with a smallstep- 
ladder inside, to move both in and out. 

I will let you know about the other matters of clothes, stores, &c. on which Mr. Clements 
has written to me, and which I am now considering ; but do not delay for an instant these 
things, and let me have returned the plan of drains, for which I am waiting. 

To Mr. Maguire, Contractor, (signed) Geo. Wilkinson. 

Castlederg Union. 



III. — Notices sekved on the Contractor. 



Note by Commissioners’ Architect. 

Notices of objectionable works were served by the clerk of works. The following tcopy 
of a notice served was forwarded by him to the Commissioners’ architect. 



No. 11. — Copy of Notice served on the Contractor’s Foreman. 

Sir Castledei^, 26 November 1883. . 

I AM mstructed to inform you, that you are to stop the stone masons from proceeding with 
tlie works until there is a sufficient quantity of materials of a proper description on the pre- 
mises, and until the entire of the foundations are sunk to their proper depth ; and also to 
inform you that you are not to he allowed any extension of time for such or any delays that 
may be in the progress of the works on that account. 

I am, &c. 

To Mr. John Maguire, (signed) Michael Stedman. 

Contractor for building the Worichouse of Castlederg. 



Note by Commissioners’ Architect. 

The accompanying notice of 3 April 1841 was the final notice served previously to making 
deduction for works which the contractor had neglected to remedy. 



No. 12.— Notice served on the Contractor by the Commbsioners’ Architect, 3 April 1841, 

From a report of a survey I have just received from Castlederg, I legret to find that the 
objectionable works in floors, windows and painting, &c. &c, (all of which you have before 
been made familiar with) are not yet remedied by you; and I have therefore to give you notice 
that I shall be compelled to forthwith employ persons to complete the building, and to 
execute all those works which remain defective and improperly finished. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Geo. Wilkinson, 

To Mr. Maguire, S April 1841. 

Contractor for Castlederg Workhouse. 



IV. — Communications between the Poor Law Commissioners and the Board 
of Guardians; Architect’s Reports; Accounts and Memorials to 
the Lord Lieutenant ; in the Order of Dates. 



No. 13 .— Letter from the Board of Guardians to the Poor Law Commissioners,* 



(No. 2,612. D. 41.) 



2 April 1841. 



Gentlemen, . , , , , . , 

At a meeting of the Board of Guardians of the Castlederg Union, held dus day, 
requested by them to report to you the state in which we found the workhouse on Wed- 
nesday last, ••••*• *1, ft 

The previous night had been very stormy, with great rain, and on visiting it in toe 
noon or Wednesday, we found the house in a most deplorable state from the we^ 'whi^ 
appeared to have penetrated throv^h the windows, through the walls and. roof; 

the windows had been very ill fitted in, and three of them blown in during the oi^t. 

The master -of the workhouse hdd foitoBately directed the beds to be omved from the 
enesed -mde of the rooms, or the patients must have been oomplefc^y soak^ as they lay ; 
evea at two o’clock <ai Wednesday ihe wafer •'was -TuMfig down we walls, and pouring 
mto.the wehhJtouse, ' 
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We do not mean to make a detailed statement of the faults mcl failures in that building 
we Qo not mea hnw far thev may be occasioned by the negligence of 

nor have we the mea s j ^ o snecifications • but we beg most earnestly to invite the 

Umeontractor or by an Se of the workhouse, £n which there 

immediate attention ot the Uommissioueis to tue =■';» , i o„nr,r,BPH 

will probably be next week 126 inmates, being five-eighth» of the number it was supposed 

to be capable of containing. 

(sioued) i2- A. Ferguson, Chairman of the Board. 
Castlederg, 2 April 1841. ° A»*rson, Deputy Chairman. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 14.-LETTEU from the Commissionei-8 to the Board of Guardians ; 14 April 1841. 

(No. 2 , 612 . D. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, 

G tlemen Dublin, 14 April 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them your letter of the 2d instant, 
relative to thestate of the workhouse of the Castlederg Union ; aud they desire to inform 
you that they have recently caused a survey to he made, m order that any objectionable 
work may be remedied. The contract not having been satisfactonly fulfilled, notice has 
been served upon the contraetor to remedy defects, and a considerable sum, which would 
be due to him under his contract, is reserved until the work be satisfactorily completed. 

The Commissioners’ architect will proceed to Castlederg next week, and will put himself 
in comnmnication with the Assistant Commissioner in charge of the union, lor the purpose 
of taking such measures as may be necessary. 

By order of the Board, 



To tbe Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the 
Board of Guardians, Castlederg Union. 



(signed) 



W. Stanley, 

Assistant Secretary, 



No. 15 . —Letter from the Board of Guardians to tbe Commissioners; 13 July 1841. 

(No. 6,469. D. 41.) 

Gentlemen Lunacloon, 13 July 1841. 

I AM directed’ by tbe Poor Law Guardians of the Castlederg Union to call your par- 
ticular attention to a letter written by Sir Robert A. Ferguson, bart., as chairman of that 
union, about the month of April last, respecting the state of repairs_ of the workhouse of 
this union. Shortly after the above letter was wiitten, Mr. Wilkinson inspected the house, 
and found it in a very unsatisfactory state for the accommodation of its inmates. Since that 
time nothing has been done to remedy the defects ; autumn is now approaching, and unless 
immediate steps are taken to put the Louse in proper order, I am much afraid that tbe 
house must be abandoned during the winter months. This would be of very serious con- 
sequence in this district, and we sincerely hope that some immediate steps will be taken to 
put the house in proper habitable order. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) James Anderson, 

Dublin. - Vice-Chairman. 



No. 16. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians ; 36 July 1841. 

Poor Law Commission Office, 

Sir, Dublin, 16 July 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the ISth instanl, 
relative to the state of the Castlederg Union Workhouse, and they desire to state that 
Mr. Wilkinson vrill inspect the building in the latter part of next week, or early in the week 
following. 

By order of the Board, 

To James Anderson, Esq., (signed) C. T. Walmisley, 

Chairman of the Board of Guardians First (Illerk. 

of the Castlederg Union. 



No. 17. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians, 31 July 1841,^ 
and Documents therein referred to. 

(No. 61 . M.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, 31 July 1841. 
The Poor Law Commissioners having completed the examination of the account for the 
additional work performed by the contractor, Mr. Maguire, in the erection and completion 
of the Castlederg Union workhouse, desire to inform the Guardians that its amount, 

7391. 
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739 ? 15« lOrf added to the contract and other contingent expenses, exceeds the sum 
borrowed from the Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners by 452?. 14s. \d. 



Tlie following is a statement of the account 

Amount of contract - - - 

Amount of work in fittings, additions, &c. 

Amount paid to clerk of works - _ - 

To treasurer of the union, for reimbursing 
payments made to clerk of works - 
Advertisements _ - - - - 

Ironmongery ------ 

Law expenses ~ ~ ~ ' 

Messrs. Barnes & Winter - - - • 

Total amount of expenditure 
Amount borrowed of the Exchequer Bill 
Loan Commissionei-s : — 

Contract ------ 

For clerk of works, and contingencies 
Workhouse site _ - - - - 



Add interest 



Additional amount required 



£. 


s. 


d. 


£. s. d. 


2,100 


- 


- 




739 


15 


10 






— 


— 


2,839 15 10 


75 


15 


8 




65 


15 


0 




1 


11 


• 6 




49 


14 


- 




19 


17 


4 




15 


15 


- 




— 


— 


— 


228 9 - 


' 




• 


3,068 4 10 


2,100 


_ 


_ 




484 


- 


- 




10 


- 


- 




2,600 




- 




15 


10 


9 




— 


— 


— 


2,6l5 10 9 


- 




■ £. 


452 14 1* 



A-i Itmavbe satisfactory to the Guardians to see the original account for additional 
woA, th? JoLissioners hire directed Mr. Clements, their Assistant Comm.ss.oner, to lay 

it before the Board. , , r 

Thp excess of expenditure beyond the amount borrowed has been occasioned by fomnng 
too low an estimate^of the extent of fittings ultimately found indispensable for completing 
the house ; besides this, the waterworks which it was found necessary to prepare have caused 

''°From''the report of their architect and personal inspection, the Commissioners are of 
they trust there will be no farther ground for complaints. 

ss^swsm. 

mmmrnmi 

even a greater comparative ‘ CasSere is 589 1 higher ; that for Ballycastle, 

rSoXjSorpa" andihatforrfeel, also for aoo paupers, 

'mmmmMM 

By order of the Board, 

C. T. Walmishy, First Clerk. 

“ ^ No. 18 . 



. It .pp«ws that owing to deriual enai, th<» sums “ ‘ 

452 1 14»: 9i. reapeciively. The comet amotmts are as a^ve stated m ttos retom. 
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No. 18. — Cohtractor’s Accoom for Extra Works. 



In the MS. Copy of thU Account the Figures printed within parentheses, thus (332% were written with 7«<i jiU, and 
the Figures printed within brackets, thus [ 400 ], were siniek through.'\ 

The Poor Law Commissioners ai Ireland, to John Maguire, Builder, Dr., for Extra Work done 
to Castlederg Workhouse. 



1,200 Yards cubic of filling in, atSd., in probationary yards and 
girls' yard ------ - 

(332) 

[400] Perches of masonry, in foundations, &c., at8s. - - - 



[200] Perches of battered work on masonry, at per perch Is. 3d. - 
60 Feet cubic of brick-work, in stopping up fire-places and over 
bressamere for shed, &e., at 1 s. per - . - - 

2 Brick arches, 9 in. x 9 in. x 4 ft. 9 in., base over kitchen fire- 
places, at 6 s. per -------- 

1 Ditto, base, 8 ft. by 14 in. X 14in. - - - . - 

1 Ditto „ 4ft. 9 in. by Oin. X 9 in. master's qrs. 

102 Feet superficial of cut stone, in steps and landing leading into 
probationary wards, at per foot 9 d. - . _ - 

12 Quoins in boundary wall, atls. 6 d. - 
80 Quoins ditto, through the different buildings, at Is. 6 d. 

(gijsup.) [62] Quoins carrying up additional thickness to staircase, 6 d-l 

Page 1 . — Carried forward - 

2 Fire-stone chimney-pieces in board-room - - - - 



Square feet. 
[ 17 -S 7 ] 

(13-38) 



Gangways : 

Sup. of gangways, 4 inches thick, cocked down upon girders, 
at per square superficial, 80s. - - . . - 



[81] ( 79 ^) Feet cubic of Memel timber, in framing to take gangways, 
at 4s. per cubic foot - 
1| Tons of oak in tonguing, at 120 s. - 

Cutting ditto - -- -- -- - 

2 Cwt. of white lead - -- -- -- - 

10 Days of a mason breaking out for and in inserting trimmers, 

at per day 8 s. 3d. - - - - 

10 Days of a labourer, Is. 3d. 

Infirmary. 

10 Squares of flooring and joistaflooring, inch-thick joists, Memel, 
6 X inches, at per square 70s. - 
8 Steps, 4 feet long, and risers ------ 

6 Perches of masonry under floors, 7s. 6 d. - 

3 Days of a mason filtering doors, 3s. 3d. - 

8 Ditto of a labourer attending. Is. 3d. 

9 Bushels of common mortar ------ 

3 Ditto of haired ditto Is.---.-.- 

82 Feet of joists, 6 X 2 per foot lineal - - - - . 

171 Feet of tassils, 4 x 2, at 2d. per foot .... 

Page 2 . — ^Amount carried forward 

Straw Store. 

3 Squares of rough flooring and joists of Memel, 6 x 2 , at 60s. 
28 Feet of scantling, 9x3 inches, to support joists, at 6 d. per 

foot 

2 Days of a mason breaking out for joists, 3s. 8 d. per - 

2 Days of a labourer attending 
6 Bushels of mortar, 9d. 

1 Door and frame on coal and potato store - - - - 

34 Yards of paving under coal and potato store, at 6 d. 

42 Feet of inch-sheetiug boards in front of door, at 3d. per foot 
42 Lineal of scantling, 4 x 2 J, at 3d. - 

Altering Privies in Men’s and Women’s Yard. 

3 Perches of masonry, 7 s. 6 d. - 

8 Quoins, Is. 6 d. 

2 Arches brick put in, 3 s. 

Taking off roofs, and putting them on 
36 Feet of scantling, 4 and 2 ^, at 3 d. per - . - . 

Page 3.— Amount carried forward 



£. s. d. 

16 - - 

[160 - -] 

[12 10 -] 

3 - - 

_ 10 - 
- 10 - 
- 6 - 

4 4- 
- 18 - 
[6 - -] 
(2 5 9 ) 
[4 18 -] 

207 16 - 
3 - - 



[70 5 7] 



16 4 - 
9 - - 
16- 
4 - - 

1 12 6 
- 12 6 



35 - - 
_ 10 - 
2 6- 

- 9 9 

- 3 9 

- 6 9 

- 3 - 
, - 8 - 

1 8 6 



9 _ _ 

- 11 8 
-66 
-26 
-46 
1 16 - 

- 17 - 

- 10 6 
- 10 6 



12 6 

- 12 - 



£. s. d. 

(27 4 -) 
(3 7 6) 



6 - - 
(2 12 3} 

38 18 9 

210 15 - 



(16 18 5) 
- 7 - 



103 19 7 



(17 5) 



40 14 9 
364 9 4 



13 18 



2 



(2 9 6) 
[4 9 -] 
372 1€ 6 
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Altering one of the infirmarj- privies into a privy for the 
guardians : 

1 Door and frame 

1 Seat and 

Building up door 

Plastering - - - - - * - 



To making a wicket in entrance gate, putting in two stiles, 
&c. 

4 Frames over doors leading into lialls and dining-rooms, 5 s. - 

3 Circular frames over rear-doors of infirmary, 5s. - 

4 Metal sashes, and glazed and painted, 10s. ... 

5 Circular wooden sashes and glass - - - " . * 

6 Iron ballusters, inserted in the three handrails, each, weight, 

7Jibs.j 46lhs., at 4<i. 

Page 4. — Carried forward - - - 



Studded Partitions. 



! Feet superficial of sheeting, on store, at 8 d. per foot 
I Feet lineal of studding, 4 x 2| in., at 2d. per lineal foot 
) Feet lineal of scantling, 5 X 4, at 3d. 

} Feet lineal of bridging, 3J X 2, at U d. .... 

L Door and frame hung, &c. - - ' . " . ’ 

^ Feet superficial of-shelving, in store-room, in. thick, at per 
foot 4d. - - - - ■ ' " * ■ 

3 Framed trussels, 2 ft. 9 in. square, to support bottom shelves, 
at 2s. each - 

I Framed brackets, to support upper shelves, 1 s. 3d. 

3 Dozen of brass-headed noils 
) Iron hold-fasts, 6 in. long, 3d. - - . - 



62 Feet of sheeting, in pai-tition, at 3d. - - - 

16 Feet lineal of studding, at 2d. . . - - 

J 9 j Feet lineal of wrought scantling, in door frame, 4d. 

1 Door hung, lock, &c. complete . - - - 



Schoolmistress’s Room. 



180 Feet superficial of sheeting, at 3d. 

65 lineal of studding, 4 X 2J, 2d. per . - - - - 

1 Door and frame 

Page 5. — Carried forward - 

24 Feet lineal of braces, 3 J X 2, at l|d. per foot ... 
40 Feet of flooring between gangways, at 4 d. per . . - 

32 Feet lineal of joists x4x0, at3d. - - - - 

To taking down the schoolmistress’s room, and altering 
same - - - ■ * " " - - 



Dresser in Kitchen. 

4 Bracketed upright, with 7 brackets on each, and 10 ft. high, 

7«. 

44 Feet of shelf, in. thick, at 4d. . - - - - 

72 Feet of shelves, 0x1 in. at 3d. ----- 

4 Framed beams under lower shelf, 2 s. - 

12 Holdfaste, 8d. - -- -- -- - 



44 Feet of shelf, Ijin. thick, in watch-house, at per foot, 4d. 

4 Trussels, at 2s. each - - - - 

4 Framed bearers, with brackets framed in each, 10 feet high, 
at7s. - 

12 Holdfasts, 3d. - - 

6 J Feet of shelf in larder, 1 ft. 10 in. wide, 4d. ... 

2 Trussels, 2s. 

3 Holdfasts, 3d. - -- -- -- - 

18 Feet of shelving, in master’s store, 4 d. - - - 

2 Trussels, 2s. - 
6 Holdfasts, 8d. 

6 Small framed brackets, lOd. each _ - - - - 

P^e 6. — Carried forward - 



11 Feet of shelving, in'meaLstore, 4d. 

2 Trussels, 2s. 

4 Framed brackets, 1 s. - - - - • *. 

6 Holdfasts, 3d.- - - - * ^ i„-' -I 

174 Yards of wainscot', wrots on both sides in meal bmn, at 
5 s. per 
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14 Peet lineal of posts, 4rf. - ‘ 7 

1 4 Feet of ledges, to secure dinaions, 1 J a. 

14 Of joists, under bottom, 6J<f. - - - • 

14 Lineal ofledges, to lid 

2 Pair of 12-in. binges ’ ‘ ' I 

1 Strong hasp and staples ----- 
Om ftmiRating chest, made with hinges and handles complete 

2 Racks for holding old clothes 

2 Baths in probationary wards - 

One sink in kitchen - - - " " 

3 Plugs for baths and sink, 6s. 

One grating for sink 

20 Bedsteads made, each 20s. " 

10 Large tables, each 20s. ------ 

4 Small ditto, 12 s. 6 ------ 

20 Forms, 9 feet long, 

10 Small ones, 8 feet long, 4s. 

8 Forms, 8 feet long, 



Page 7. — Carried forward - - - 
Drains made. 

To 897 feet of drains made. 

Deduct 300 due by contract 

597 feet of drains, at 1 s. 6 d. per foot . - - 

286 Feet of paved drains, 1 ft. 6 in. broad, id. per foot lineal - 
2 Cesspools in probationary yards - - - 

10 Feet of out stone, in dished stones over ditto, at lOrf. perfect 
2 Cesspools in kitchen and wash-house - - - - - 

1 Sink trap in wash-house ------ 

4 Dished stones under cocks of boilers - 
4 Flags under upright spouting, 2 feet in each 

1,200 Inches of letters, pointed, at Jd. per inch - - - . 

8 Deal boards, and lettered - 

1 Press, made for surgery, with 12 drawers, &c. • - 



Page 8. — Carried forward - 
8 Register grates, at set each at 36 s. - 
3 Common ditto, at 25 s. each ----- 
1 Grate set in kitchen, iron weight 66 11m. - - - 



£. s. 

~ 4 



- 1 



1 10 
12 - 
[8 - 
S - 
- 16 
- 1 



10 - 
2 10 



42 16 6 
3 18 8 



2 Plain stoves 

Pipes and knees - - - - - - « 

8 Plain stoves and pipes, at 70s. ------- 

8 Trays for stoves, wirii 6-inch rim, each 14s. - - - 

2 ditto - - - - ditto - - large size - - - - 

120 Fire brick lining stoves ------- 

3 days of a mason and labourer lining stoves - - - 

Two 160 gallons boilers, set all complete, at 13L 10s. - 

One 100 gallons boiler, set complete - - - - - 

One 60 gallons boiler, and get------ 

10 and two 20 gallons boilers, each set 4 Z. 10 s. - . - 

7 Metal doore for smoke fiues, 1 cwt. 3 qrs. 14 lbs. of iron work 

on same - -- -- -- -- 



Page 9. — Carried forward - - - I - 



6 5 - 
3 15 - 



6 IS - 
1 10 - 



13 10 
2 5 



Cesspools. 

(58)[76J] Yards cubic of excavating through rock at [3 s.] per yard 
62 Perches of masonry in walls, at (6s.) [7s. 6d.] - - - 

10 Perches in vaulting over ditto, 10 s. - 
(13) [16] Yard8ofpavingintwoofthepools,at6(Z.per 
(127.) [132] Feet superficial of cut stone in forming entrance and 
covering pit of cesspools, at 9d. per foot, - - - - 

Water Works- 

12 Perches of masonry in well, (6s.) [7 s. 6<f.] - - - . - 

117 Feet of rough flagging over well, id. - 

118 Feet of scantling, 9 X 8, to take sheeting of well, at6eZ. pet foot 



[11 1 6 ] 

[19 10 -] 



[4 10 
. 1 19 



(2 7 6) 
(3 18 -) 

(- a -) 



(- 18 -) 
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840 Days of labourer cutting away for metal pipes (attending men, 
laying pipes, and fitting in the earth) Is. 6 d. - - - 

648 Feet of metal pipe, 3 inches bore, as par lineal foot, Is. 3d. - 
300 Bolts and nuts, weight 240 lbs., at - - - ■ - 

200 Washers 

Carriage on 6 tons from Derry to Castlederg - . . 

Page 10.— Brought forward - 

648 Feet of pipe, laid at 4d. per foot . . - - - 

232 Feet of inch patent pipe, at lOd. per - - - - - 

75 Feet of Ij-inch pipe at Is. 3d. 

4^ Feet of IJ-inch pipe, at Is. 6d. - - - - - 

One Ij-inch stop-cook - - 

7 Brass-nose cooks, with lever handles, at per piece 7 s.- 
Four Ij-ineh brass-nose cocks, 11s. each - - - - 

68 Feet of Ij patent lead pipe, Is. 3d. - - - - - 

40 Feet of 1-ineh ditto, ditto, lOd. ------ 

2^ Cw't. of white lead - ------- 

4 Days of a mason, 3s. 3d. ------- 

4 Ditto of a labourer, Is. 3d. 

12 Bushels of mortar, 9 d. 



46 Days of a labourer covering pipe, at Is. 3d. per day 
1 Bose to go into well ------ 

6 Cwt. of cart metal in watercourses - 
30 Days of a carpenter, 3s. 3d. . . - - 



! Gross of inch screws, 2 s. 



Paid insurance upon the workhouse 



To amount of deductions - 



Belfast, 11 May 1841. 

I HESKBY aeree to the deduction of 26 h 4s. from the amount of my contact for the 

. .. e /. .. • i <r/> OC dotolTimTI(.fl hV Mr. 



I HUKUliY agice lO LUC ucuut-oiuii Vi -vu. -V. ^ . 

worts considered defective in windows, floors, cement, painting, &c., as detenmnea by Mr. 

Wilkinson. . , ^ t • 

(signed) John Maguire, 

Contractor for Castlederg Workhouse. 



Deductions on Mr. Maguire’s biU of extra works, executed at the Castlederg Union 
Worktouse (as shown in Figures within parentheses). 

References as above. f • s- d. 

Page 24 38 l8 9 

„ 17 5 6 

24- - - - - - 29 - 



79 - 

Toamountof deductions for defective works, 
as agreed upon between the architect and 
contractor - - - ~ - 264 - 



Amount of deductions 



No 19 .— Repokt on Contactor’s Accounts, and on the Building, by Georgs Wiltmm, 
Esq., Architect to the Poor Law Commission; 27 May 1841. 

(No. 4,676. D. 41.) Coirrmission Office, Dublin, 



Ammp™“sg is the account of additional wort 
Magwre, in the construction of fittings, additional foundations to building, s pp y 
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and conatruction of tanls, additional drains, foundation of gangways to floors, alteration of 
plaster floors to deal floors in infirmary, additional work ni store-rooms, and m formation of 
room for schoolmistress, and other minor works, as detailed therein. 

I have to state that the amount of the foregoing works exceeds the sum borrowed for the 
fittings and contingencies included in the amount borrowed of the Exchequer Loan Cora- 
Siiers; and that it will be necessary to obtain a larger sum of money to liquidate the 
claims of the contractor. 



The following is the statement of the Accounts 

Amount of contract - - ‘ ‘ 

Amount of works in fittings, additions, &c. 
certified 

Amount paid to clerk of works “ . " 

To treasurer of union for reimbursing 
ments made to clerk of works, &c. 
Advertisements - - - - • 

Ironmongery _ _ - - 

Law expenses - _ - 

Messrs. Barnes & Winter - 



d. 

739 15 10 



£. 

,100 



pay- 



75 15 8 

66 15 6 

1116 
49 14 - 
19 17 4 

15 15 - 



£. s. d. 

2,889 15 10 



228 9 - 



Amount borrowed of the Exchequer Loan Commissioneis 



Contract - - - - - 

For clerk of works and contingencies 
Workhouse site „ - - - 



- 2,100 - - 
484 - - 



2,600 - - 
16 10 9 



Additional amount required 



£■ s. d. 



In remarkincy on the excess of outlay beyond the amount borrowed of the Exchequer 
Loan Commislioners, I have to state, that the deficiency in the sum borrowed has 
oriffinated from making too low calculations for fittings and contingent works m the 
tion for the loan. The works which have been performed have been unavoidable ; and the 
amount of deficiency is very little more than what was the difference between the estimated 
cost of the work embraced ‘in the building contract, and the sum at which the work was con- 
tracted for, as will be seen by reference to ray report on the tenders, wherein it is stated 
that the work contracted for at 2,100 1. was calculated at 2,600 Ir, so that the expenditure on 
the erection of the building, although it has exceeded the sum borrowed, _ is less than the 
sum originally contemplated for the completion of the workhouse of the union. 

One consequence of the effect of accepting a contract less in amount than the fairly 
estimated cost of the work embraced by the contract, has been the selection of a tender 
from a person who could not be made lo do fiill justice to the building in several of the 
minor details; but on the whole the building is substanfial. The deficiencies to be com- 
plained of consist chiefly of badly executed mortar floors, and bad construction of the 
waterbars, and several of” the sills of windows. The tonguing to several of the floors has 
also been omitted, and requires to be inserted ; and from the opportunity I have had of 
forming an opinion of the best mode of geUin» these works remedied, I have, in accord- 
ance wtb what I believe to be the wish o* the Guardians and the Assistant Commissioner, 
made a deduction from the amount of the contractor’s account, and disallowed several iterns 
of chaise he was intending to tnake ; and I have to recommend that the Guardians obtam 
from some local builder an estimate and undertaking, to be approved by the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, to remedy the defects which appear, as well as to undertaxe some minor items 
of additional works that are, I believe, necessary in the building. 

I have, &e. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Geo. Wilkinson, 



Copy of Misutbs by the Board on the foregoing Report. 

Approved provisionally. 

27 May 1841. (signed) G. N. 



Resumed consideration, and examined statements, and approved definitively. 

10 July 1841. (signed) , G.iV. 

'■ No. 3G. 
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20 . Letteh from the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners; 6 August 1841. 

(No. 7,232. D. 41.) 

5 jrg Castlederg Workhouse, 6 August 1841. 

I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of your letter of the 31st ultimo, and I am directed by the 
Board of Guardians of the Castlederg Union to request that you will furnish them with 
copies of the architects’ reports who visited and inspected the workhouse, namely, Mr. Ryan 
and Mr. Leeson, and copies of the plans and specifications, and the contract entered into 
1)V Mr. Maguire, in order that the board may compare them with tlie contractor’s account 
for extra works ; and also Mr. Maguire’s proposal for executing the work previous to 
his work. 

1 am, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) D. Johnston, 

Dublin. Clerk to Guardians. 



No. 21. — Report from the Assistant Commissioner to the Commissioners ; 7 Aug. 1841. 

Gentlemen, Omagh, 7 August 1841. 

I ATTENDED the meeting of the Board of Guardians yesterday, and laid before them the 
account for extra works, which was read, and created much dissatisfaction. The Guardians 
wish, however, to go fairly into the matter, and some of their body having expressed an 
opinion that much of what was allowed as extra work was included in tlie contract, they 
resolved to address you for copies of the contract, the plans and specifications, builders 
tender, &c., which I recommend may be forwarded to them as soon as possible, after which 
1 will attend, to assist in the discussion. The letter from the board will detail precisely 
what they require. The Guardians were all of opinion that lOOZ. would not remedy the 
defects of the building. I of course told them that it would be done for the money 
deducted. 

I have, See. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Cha^ S. Clements. 

Dublin. 



No. 22. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians ; 27 August 1841. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir 27 August 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration your letter of the 6th instant, 

I requesting that the Guardians of the Castlederg Union may be furnished witli copies of the 

architect’s reports on the workhouse of that union, and copies of the contract, nnd of the 
I pian.s and specifications, and of Mr. Maguire’s proposal for executing the works. 

1 The Commissioners have been unable to attend sooner to this request, owing to the 

pressure of urgent business ; but they have now directed copies of the contractor’s proposal 
f and of the contract to be forw'arded, together with the original plans and specifications to 

which the contract refers. These last must be returned as speedily as possible, to be 
i deposited with the original contract, in custody of the Commissioners, in whom the property 

is vested, in trust for the union. 

' The Guardians will shortly be furnished with a complete plan of the workhouse buildings, 

authenticated under the seal of the Commission, which is to be kept by you with the other 
1 union documents. , j v • 

As respects the architect’s reports, copies of which are requested, the Commissioners 
decline to furnish these, not that there is any thing in them unfitting them for inspection by 
the Guardians, but to permit such inspection would be setting a precedent which might be 
productive of inconvenience to the public service. There have been several of tliese reports 
made to the architect by his assistants during the proCTcss of the building, but these were 
all intended for the architect’s infonnatioD exclusively, and to assist him in his general 
1 conduct and superintendence of the works, he being responsible to tlie Commissioners for 

the due execution of the duties of his department. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) Arthur Moore 

Castlederg Union. Chief Clerk. 



No. 23.— Letter from the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners; 20 August 1841. 

(No. 7,671. D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Castledeig Workhouse, 20 Au^t 1841. 

The Guardians *of the Castlederg Union beg to acknowledge the letter ol the 31st of 
July, fiom the Poor Law Commissioners’ Office, relative to the account from Mr. Ma^re, 
the contractor for additional work in the erection ' of the Castlederg Wk^khoase, with his 
original account for additional work. 

1. The Guardians cannot offer an opinion on the statement that tiie excess of expenditure 
has been occasioned by forming too low an estimate of the extent of fittings, until they 

353-' »3 



S«No. 1. 

No. §. 
See No. 6. 



f tinted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



30 CORRESPONDENCE AND DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 

have eiamined the original contract and proposal, and compared it with’ Mr.' Maguire’s 
acSuS 3 they do not think that they should be heM responsible for an unnecessardy 
SnSe^de of supplying the house with water ; at fte same time, ftey are willing to 
makra to allowanceKhf flooring of the hospital, and such other matters as may appear 

2' ■fS'GutdiSs'Snn; 

and substantial, and such as cannot reasonably be objected to. 'They are surmised that 
any atoitect should make such a report, and agamst the personal mspecBon ot' the Com- 
moner, they beg to urge their experience during an attendance of nearly sk months m 
Si weathers/ then opinion is already before the Commissioners, and they have seen no 

''T Wto the mSrkl defects alluded to in the Commissioners’ letter have been properly 
corrected, there will be better means of judging of the correctness of these extraordinary 
opinions; but if the Commissioners purpose that the other defects shmid be lemedied m 
tL same manner as the want of tonguing in the hoarded floors, the Guardians hsg most 
earnestly to protest against the proceeding ; the former tonguing is replaced by iron, which 
is neither asWd or as tliick as that origmally introduced, and yet the hoards are sphtting, 
BO that they doubt that the floors will be improved by this tonguing. . 

4 Tlevliave also to suggest that the imperfect tempenng of the clay floors will not be 
remkied by re-making ofly one or two of the works ; it is apparent that all have been 
eoually ill made, and consequently should be renewed. The Guardians have also to express 
their revret that the repairs which they had so urgently demanded have been postponed to 
this season of the year, and have to state that the walls have become so saturated with 
water that some months must elapse after tlie window frames have been stanched before it 
can fee ascertained whether the rain does not penetrate through the mam building. 

5 The Guardians are astonished at the doctrine laid down by the Commissioners, that 
they were not to expect the work to be well done because the Commissioners’ architect was 
of opinion that the work had been taken at too low a price ; they had always understood 
that the Commissioners were solely responsible for the execution of the^ work ; had prepared 
their specification so that the work must be well done ; if the specification be properly 
drawn, the work should be well done, whether the contractor undertakes to do it for 200 
or 2,000 1 . ; if this doctrine were correct, then would the person who has undertaken to 
patch the house be justified in doing it wretchedly, as he will be quite under-paid. The price 
paid for work in other unions cannot be drawn into comparison, unless the local circum- 
stances are precisely the same. The Guardians know nothing of the circumstances of Bally- 
castle or Kilbeel, nor of the extent of compelition for the Gortin workhouse ; but they never 
knew that lime, which can be had within two miles of Castlederg, was brought a distance 
of 16 from Drumquin to Gortin, and that, from the hilly nature of the country between Sha- 
bane and Gortin, the carriage of timber, slates and other heavy matters would he much 
greater to Gortin than to Castlederg ; but these reasonings do not affect the case. The 
Guardians contend that they have a right to have the worKhouse properly finished, as pro- 
vided for in the contract ; when that is done, they will be willing to pay for the house, and 
a reasonable price for the extras to which they may be fairly liable. 

6. The Guardians thank the Commissioners for the courtesy with which they have offered 
to include in the loan the sum for which they may have occasion for enclosing me workhou^ 
ground or other necessary work j the Guardians will immediately set about preparing esti- 
mates for building a porch, for enclosing and levelling the grouncl, and for making a more 
direct approach to the workhouse ; ana they trust that the Commissioners will advance to 
them the sums necessary for those purposes from the sum retained from the contractor, 
which of course will not be paid to him until the whole matter is concluded. Tlie Board 
of Guardians request that the Commissioners will forward to them, for their information, the 
estimate made by the architect for ffie building at Castlederg. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



We have, &c. 

(signed) Jamei Anderson, 

Chairman. 



No. 24.— Architect’s Observations (25 August 1841), with reference to the foregoing 
Letter, dated the 20 th August 1841, from the Board of Guardians. 

1. The account for the extra expenditure has been agreed tobythe Commissioners, after 
a careful examination of the contract and the works which it embiaces. 

The mode adopted for a supply of water is superior to a well and pump ; it is one that 
was determined on agreeably to the Assistant Commissioner’s arrangement with the 
Guardians ; and at the time of taking possession of the site, it was arranged that the house 
should be supplied from the spring-water now conveyed by pipes into a cistern in the 
building. 

2. With reference to the statement of the Guardians as to the alleged imperfection of 
works, I beg to state that they have been again surveyed by myself, and since by Mr. Ryah> 
and l ean only reiterate my opinion, there appears nothing to indicate that the erection of 
the building generally is not substantial, excepting as regards the minor works which the 

odhtractor faded to complete satisfactorily, and which are now being remedied by a reBp¥* 
table: build^, atid’are to be paid for out of the suin deducted from the contractor’s account. 

. ■ 3 . The 
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•? The tonguing now being used in the place where it was omitted, is best suited fur the 
rnose and will, equally with any other that could be used, answer the object intended ; a 
of the floor boards may be injured by this tongning, because it cannot be introduced so 
now as at the time the flooring was first completed ; but such boards will be replaced. 
'''4 The floors which showed an unproper tempering have been taken up to be relaid, but 
tbp 'others appear to be sufficient, and only require in some places a better surface finish. 

Experience shows in all buildings, that a contractor at a sum below the real cost of 
the work never executes the building in so satisfactory a manner as one who receives a 
Tironer remuneraUon for his outlay and labour ; and with the contractor for this house there 
Ls from the first been great difficulty in getting the works properly performed, and the 
buildine finished in a reasonable time, and continual intervention and correction from tins 
office ^ to the course and mode of proceeding of the contractor was necessary. Measures 
have been taken, however, as has been pointed out for securing effectually the proper com- 

The estimate which I made for the works embraced in the contract was _2|500l., 
as is stated in my report on the tenders for the erection of tlie workhouse, at which time 
the necessary calculations were made, showing that amount. 



The account with the union now stands as follows : — 

Amount borrowed of the Exchequer Loan Commissioners, with interest 
accruing thereon - 

Amount of contract - ", ' 7 

Amount of works in fittings and additions, and certified 

by the Architect in the terms of the contract - - ^^9 15 10 



£. s. d. 

2,615 10 9 



2,839 15 10 



Amount of disbursements paid out of the loan to clerks of works, 
Messrs. Barnes & Winter, law expenses, ironmongery and adver- 
tisements - 

£. 



228 9 - 



3,068 4 10 



Leaving a deficiency to he provided for, of 



£.462 14 1 



To this nmstbe added any outlay tvhich may he required for enelosing the site, and 
makU ddifc^^ and afteralions, if the Commissioners shall deem rt expedrent to 

sanction and provide for any such. (simed) Geo. Wilkirtsim. 

25 August 1841. s 



No 25 -Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians, 27 August 1841 ; 
enclosing Copy of foregomg Observations. 

(No. 7,671. D. 41.) Commission Office, Dublin, 

27 August 1841. 

for. This he has accordingly done, and the copy ot bis iwer o Ayiderson’s letter, 

enclosed, in which he refers successively to the several pouits which 

will, the Commissioners trust, serve to remove the misapprehension on certain po 

appears now to exist. tn tbe Guardians, and to aid 

'^e Commissioners alvrays desire to affoid mv (Juaidians must be aware, 

them and act with them in a spirit of perfec Oommissioners, and the pres- 

however, that with the multifarious duties devo ve p attention cannot 

sure of business to which they are subjected, p • interfering with other urgent 
always be immediately answered, without inconveniently mtcrtenng witn o g 

^“mcfrcumutances connected with the erection of the ^ 

the bniiding itseif in its several stages, have button y |LT,atible with the attention due 
time of the Commissioners and their architect rwlld have S hnpos- 

to the other houses; and if there had been t^any of su^ S are now in 

sible for the Commissioners to carry forward effectively the huunmgs w 
nearly a hundred of the unions m progress. nsviire the Guardians that no 

The Commissioners make tins statement simply m ™vpnt the efficient and prompt 

ayoidahlc delay or obstacle has been snffered to mtOTene p gi,Ht 

completion of the works by the Commissioners, Md that every anen 
thereto which was compatible with them other dnhra. several workhouses in Ire- 

The Guardians appear to be aware that ys to the Legislature for the 

land is cast upon the Commissioners, who are sole y performance 

: 363. P4 
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e rtf +'Ma fliffiniltand very important duty. The Commissioners are also empow- 

pcrfomimce of t OoardiMs to borrow the money requisite for this object, and the 

ered to order ““ ; (j^ention of the Commissioners, has consented to advance the 

rSeltiraCd by the fiish Poor Relief Act. The Oommissioners 

are responslL for providing the workhouse; the Guardians are responsible for raising the 
mml required by the Commissioners for tins puipose, and for the use of the house when 
sums requireo Coded over to them for administering relief to the destitute poor therein. 
“?KmmiSs tXi care, in.fnimment of their part of the duty, that the work- 
house of the Castlederg union shall be made complete and effective and they must require 
Jhe Guardians to perform their duty by takrng the requisite steps for obtaining the funds 

'The olardkLrhow^^^^^^ appear to consider that they have an option in this matter ; that 
they n™the Commissioners are, in fact, to judge of the work, and may choose to pay for 
3 portions of it only as they approve, and refuse paymeut for snoh as they do not 
aonro?e 1 tlms constitutrV themselves the judges, instead of the Commissioners 
^Cprtmnyk^inners can only say, that this is not the view of the duties of the two parties 
respectively sanctioned by the Vovisions of the Poor Rolief Act. The Commissioners with 
the assistance of their architect, of whose competence, integrity and devotion to Ills duties 
they have had abundant proofs, have used, and will.contmne to use, then- Cst endeavours 
S protect the interests of the union, so far as is oonsislent with justice and their duly to the 
public ; hat they must also expect and require from the Guardians a due fulftlment of their 

portion, within the limits prescribed by the law. 

A riiht understanding on this point, and on the relative duties of Boards of Guardians 
and thl Commissioners, is essential, not only as respects the workhouse arrangements at 
present but also with respect to the orderly and effleient operation of the union m future; 
and the Commissioners very earnestly invite the Guardians to give the subject, in all its 
beaviiiffs, their best attention. _ .a, v xi, -a i< 

In cWlusion, the Commissioners desire to impress upon the (guardians the necessity of 
their forthwith ascertaining what further sum will be required for enclosing the workhouse 
ground and other necessary work, if any, in order that tile amount may be added to the 
451 / 14s 9 d now shown to be deficient, and the requisite steps taken for obtaining another 
loan to cover the entire deficiency. Unless this be immediately done, the expense of a law- 
suit will be cast upon the union, the contractor having given notice of lus intention to pro- 
ceed for the recovery of the amount now due to him under the architect s certificate, and 
which he will certainly recover, with interest and costs, against the union. On every 

account, therefore, it is desirable that no time should be lost. . , 4V n 

In addition to tlie documents forwarded to the Board of Guardians yesterday, the Coni- 
missioners desire now to enclose a copy of the Assistant Commissioner s and architects 
reports on the tenders. t, a j 

^ By order of the Board, 



To the Chairman of the Board of Guardians 
of the Castlederg Union. 



(signed) 



Arthur Moore, 

Chief Clerk. 



No. i6. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians, 4 September 1841 j 
transmitted with Plans of the Workhouse. 

(No. 8,119. D. 41,) . . 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 4 September 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners transmit to you, hei’ewith, the plans of the Castledeig 
Union Workhouse, duly sealed by the Commissioners, for the purpose of being 
with the records of the union, in reference to the 86th section of the Irish Poor Reliei Act. 



To the Clerk of the Guardians, 
Castledei^ Union. 



By order of the Board, 
(signed) 



Arthur Moore, 

Chief Clerk. 



No; 27.— Letter fi’om the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners ; 

17 September 1841. 

(No. 8,602. D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Castlederg, Workhouse, 17 September 1841. _ 

The Board of Guardians of the Castlederg Union have duly received the communi- 
cation. from the Poor Law Commissioners of the 27th August, in reply to the 
Mr. Anderson, Vice-Chairman of the Board, in reference to the contract for building t e 
, Castlederg Workhouse, and tlie execution of the work ; the Guardians beg to refer to t e 
reports of the committee of their body on the observations of Mr. Wilkinson. _ . 

The Guardians of the Castlederg Union, in their anxiety to procure information on su 
.jects so immediately affecting them, have not pressed, as far as they have been aware, 
Poor Law Commissioners, at a time rendered inconvenient by their multifarious duties. 
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the circumstances connected with the erection of the Castledei^ Workhouse have occupied 
a large portion of the time of the Commissioners, the Guai-dians have to represent that that 
has not been caused by any act or correspondence of theirs, but has fceen occasioned 
by the negligence or incompetence of the contractor, or the persons employed by the 
Commissioners. 

The Board of Guardians make this statement simply, lest it might he supposed, from the 
tone of the Commissioners’ letter, that they had opposed delay or obstacle to the efficient 
and prompt completion of the workhouse. 

The Guardians are aware that the building of the workhouses in Ireland is cast upon the 
Poor Law Commissioners, and that they solely are responsible to the Legislature for me per- 
formance of that duty ; and to the order of the Commissioners for borrowing the sum stated by 
them to be necessary for building and furnishing the workhouse, this Board gave an immediate 
and ready obedience ; but the 36th clause, which specifies the respective duties of the Com- 
missionere and Guardians, authoi-izes the Commissioners to order and direct the Guardians 
to furnish and fit up the workhouse ; in place of doing so, the Commissioners undertook 
this work, and the Guardians assented to their so doing, as they believed that the work 
would be executed with economy. Finding that such is not the case, the Guardians have 
been obliged most reluctantly to appeal to the Commissioners to have the work properly 
executed,\nd the contractor’s bills for extra works reduced to reasonable prices. The 
Guardians insist that neither of these have been done, and that, therefore, they perform_ their 
duty to their constituents by not taking steps for raising the funds until the Commissioners 
have made the workhouse complete and effective; whimi the Commissioners by the phrases 
“ will take care,” “ shall be made,” acknowledge it is not yet. 

The Board of Guardians cannot believe that the contractor could recover in a court of 
law for the work contracted for, and extras charged, unless he at the same time made him- 
self responsible for the penalties incurred by the non-execution of his contract in due time. 

The Board of Guardians will take immediate steps to ascertain what further sums maybe 
necessary for enclosing the workhouse grounds, tor building a porch, for raising the hos- 
pital, and for putting the house in order, as far as these works may be sanctioned by the 
Poor Law Commissioners, and will inform the Commissioners of the amount. 

By order of the Board of Guardians, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) David Johnston, Clerk. 



No. 28. — Further Communication from the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners, 
18 September 1841, received with the foregoing ; with the Observations of the Commis- 
sioners’ Architect thereon. 

(No. 8,602. D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Castlederg Union Workhouse, 18 September 1841. 

I AM directed by tbe Board of Guardians to forward the following for your information, 
taken from the minute-book of the Castlederg Union : — 

Copt of a Minute of the Board of Guardians of the Castledei^ Union, held at the 
Board Room, on the 17tli day of September 1841. 

The committee that was appointed to report on Mr. Maguire’s account, and. the letter of 
Mr. Wilkinson, having made their report, and laid the same before the Board, it was moved 
by Robert Porter, esq., and seconded by Thomas Sproule, esq.. That this report he 
received, and a copy be sent to the Poor Law Commissioners, accompanied by the letter, 
as ^reed upon by tlie Board. 



Observations, dated 27th September 
1841, by the Commissioners’ Archi- 
tect, on this statement. 

From first to last there was always 
great trouble in getting the contractor 
to proceed in a satisfactory manner; 
but owing to the low amount of his 
contract, there was no course but to 
carry on the works through him, reserv- 
ing money on account of his under- 
taking for remedying defects and defi- 
ciencies that mig ht occur. 

In the adjustment of Mr. Maguire’s 
account, the state of the works was not 
overlooked ; delay did occur in getting 
the works lately performed put m ope 
ration, in consequence of die difficulty 
353- of 



Report of the Committee. 

Your committee beg leave to report, that having 
examined the different communications laid before 
them by your Board from the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners dated the 27th day of August last,— 

They find, on referring to the contract entered 
into by Mr. Maguire wito the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners, that he was accountable to Mr. Wilkin- 
son, the architect to the Poor Law Commissioners; 
and that in the contract made between the parties 
sufficient powers were vested in tbe hands of the 
architect to have the work properly executed ; but 
your committee regret that Mr. Wilkinson did not 
use those powers for the proper completion of tbe 
contract. 

The state of the house, immediately after Mr, 
Maguire’s handing over the building to the archi- 
tect, was accurately described in a communication 
made to the Poor Law Commissioners by the chair- 
man and vice-chairman oftheboard,in the monthof 

E March 
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March last ; and though they at the same time, 
and previous to Mr. Maguire’s accounts being 
settled, requested that immediate steps should be 
taken to put the house in proper repair, nothing 
was done for a length of time, 

Your committee regret to find that Mr. Wilkin- 
son, by granting to Mr. Maguire his certificate for 
the amount of his account and for extra works 
done by Mr. Maguire (merely deducting the sum 
of 26 1 . 4s., which sum we are quite certain is not 
adequate for even a temporary repair), has placed 
Mr. M aguire in a position to defeat any further 
steps that might be taken gainst him for remedy- 
ing the defects in the building. 

Mr. Nicholls, the Poor Law Commissioner, and 
Mr. Wilkinson, having visited the house in the 
month of July last, and seeing the state of the 
house at that period, workmen have since been 
employed j but your committee are of opinion, that 
those repairs are only temporary; that the puttying 
of the windows is not likely to render them water- 
tight beyond this winter, ^d not in any manner 
sufficient for the safety of the works. 

Your committee regret that the Poor Law Com- 
missioners have refused to forward to your Board 
Mr. Ryan’s report on the state of the workhouse, which he visited in the month of 
March last, as it might have enabled your committee to form some idea of the repairs 
necessaiy to put the workhouse in a permanent and proper state ; but as we have not 
this advantage, your committee would recommend that a proper qualified person be 
employed to inspect the buildings, and make out an estimate for the, different repairs 
necessary to put the workhouse in thorough and permanent order ; to^ make an esti- 
mate for the erection of a porch to the front entrance of the main building, and an 
estimate for a stone and lime wall, seven feet high, for enclosing the entire grounds 
of the workhouse ; and we beg to recommend that the hospital he raised, a stoiy, 
and the present appropriated to infirm and convalescent paupers ; and to distinguish 
in his estimate between expense of the work necessary to remedy the defects of the 
building, and those new works now suggested by your committee ; and that_ the 
additional expense which may be necessary to put Uie building into the condition 
which the contractor was bound to do by the terms of his contract may appear 
distinctly. 

Your committee would recommend that application be made to the Poor Law 
Commissioners, that the sums required for the above works may, be borrowed from 
the Exchequer Loan Fund. 

Having the plans and specifications now before us, accompanied by Mr. Maguire’s 
accounts, we deem it unnecessary to enter minutely into the items, as Mr. Wilkinson 
has granted a certificate, which your committee tear will prove a bar to any legal 
proceedings to recover from the contractor ; and they therefore merely call your 
attention to some items in Mr. Maguire’s account ; viz. — 

The Gangways:. 

The price allowed for the gangways No credit has been given for the flooring for 
is in consideration of the flooring on which the gangways have been substituted, 
the price per square, for the gangways 
would have been so much greater. 

Infirmary Floors overcharged. 

Straw store much overcharged according to the 
work. 



of finding a satisfactory person who 
could undertake them. 



The certificate was given for enabling 
me to bring the accounts and under- 
taking with Mr. Maguire to a close, so 
as to terminate the transactions with 
him, a course that was considered ad- 
visable. 



’The security of the windows is not 
dependent on putty, except to such 
parts that putty is ^ways and neces- 
sarily used. 



The price allowed was considered 
with reference to the execution of the 
work. 



I am informed the centre of this drain 
has simk, owing to its having been car- 
ried over made ground, which has set- 
tled a little in centre of drain. 

I am not aware of the state the stoves 
are now in, or what difference there is 
in their present state and when first 
delivered; but I am of opinion the 
stoves.have been injured since they have 
been used. 



Meal Bin. 

Overcharged, and very imperfectly finished (since 
altered). 

Rachs/orholdingoldCloihesinFTobationaryWaTds. 

Much overcharged ; very imperfectly made, one 
half the price sufficient. 

Sink in the Kitchen. 

Quite too high ; 30 5 . enough. 

Drains. 

The drains very imperfectly made ; bad material 
and worse workmanship ; in one drain opened, the 
centre of the drain is 18 inches lower than near the 
outlet; consequently it is of no use. 

Stoves, 

When put in, were quite inefficient and imperfect, 
being cracked, and left so by the contractor. 



Window 
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Window Bars 

Are quite imperfect and useless for the purpose 
required. 

The attention of your committee having been called to a communication to the 
Commissioners from Mr. Wilkinson, the architect, in reference to your letter of 20th 
August last, to the Poor Law Commissioners, your committee see no sufficient 

f rounds adduced in his explanations to alter their opinions with regard to Mr. 

faguire’s liabilities to perform his conti’act in a proper and permanent manner, or to 
change our opinions with regard to the insufficiency of the works. 

The committee do not complain of the mode of supplying water, but the cost of 
it ; a charge is made of 340 days of labourers for opening dmins, and filling up the 
same over the metal pipes, amounting to 25 Z. 10 s. ; and we are of opinion that the 
same should have been done for 2 1 . 

The present repairs are well executed, but they appear to be merely temporary, 
and it can scarcely be expected that the puttying round the windows will last for 
more than one winter. 

If the tonguing now used were the proper one, 
your committee cannot understand why it was not 
provided to be so executed in the contract. 



The only difference is in its width, 
and it was considered better not to put 
in the tonguing so wide as at first, in 
consequence of the work -being more 
easily performed, ovring to the occupa- 
tion of the house and the filling in some 
of the joints. 



Experience proves this in contracts 
of the kind. 



It is considered that the one-fifth of 
the price allowed for wages is not more 
than a sufficient remuneration to con- 
tractors, whose only profit for day-work 
is in the increased amount allowed 
beyond their payments. 

By order of the Board of Guardians, 



Your committee do not feel surprised that a 
public officer should endeavour to cover his want 
of care (after due warning of the state of the house) 
in granting a certificate ror imperfect work, by the 
arffument or assertion that builders contracting on 
a Tow estimate do not execute their work properly. 
Your committee have always found builders, like 
other people, anxious to do as little as they can for 
their money ; but if this assertion were to have 
weight, there would be an end to all competition 
by public tenders. 

Your committee have no means of judging of 
the prices at which the estimate of Mr. Wilkinson 
was made ; but if they were similar to those 
allowed by him for the extra works, then your 
committee are convinced that the work should 
have been executed for the sum named by Wr- 
Maguire in his proposal, as the wages he paid were 
fully one-fifth less than those allowed by Mr. 
Wilkinson, and it is presumed that the materials 
were charged in proportion. 



(signed) 



David Johnston, 

Clerk to Guardians. 



No. 29. — Letter firom the Commissioners to the Board of Guardiansj 8 November 1841. 



(No. 135. M. 41.) . 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 8 November 1841. 

With reference to the further loan required for payment of the expenses incurred in pro- 
viding a workhouse for the Castlederg Union, the Poor Law Commissioners desire to call 
the attention of the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners’ Letter of the 27th August 
last, and the request therein made, that the Guardians would ascertain and state what further 
sum it may be considered desirable by them to apply for. The Commissioners have now to 
state, that they have received notice of an action on the part of Mr. Maguire, the contractor 
for the building, for tbe recovery of the amount due to him, which there can be no doubt 
will be decided in his favour, and the union will thereby be subjected to the charges of 
legal proceedings, in addition to the payment of interest, unless measures be speedily taken 
for obtaining the funds required. 

The Commissioners therefore renew their request that the Guardians will forffiwith ^te 
the particulars of any expenses which they would wish to include in the additional loan, 
previously to the Commissioners issuing the necessary order, empowering the Board of 
Guardians to borrow. 

By order of the Board, 



To the Clerk to the Board of Ghiardians 
of the Castledeig Union. 



(signed) 



Arthar Moore, 
Chief Clerk. 
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No 30 — Lettei! from tire Board of Guardians to the Commissioners, 12 November I8« ; 
enclosing Mr, Kmnif. Report to the Board of Guardians. 

(No. 10,511. D. 41.) 

Gentlemen Castledei^ Workhouse, 12 November 1841. 

I AM directed by the Castlederg Board of Guardians to ac^owledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 8th instant, and to express their regret that the Commissioners had not con- 
sidered the reasons urged in their former letter sufficient to justify their refusal of the con- 
tractor’s demands: also to state that the Board of Guardians having employed an architect to 
examine the workhouse, a copy of his report they beg leave to transmit to the Commissioners 
for their consideration ; and from this ret^ort they trust the Commissioners will see that the 
Board of Guardians were justified in their opinions respecting the deficiency of the works, 
and that from no feeling of factious opposition have they resisted the claims of Mr. Maguire, 
or the orders of the Commissioners. _ _ -u. • f n 

The Board of Guardians direct me to mquire whether it is the intention ot the Commis- 
sioners to issue an order requiring them to borrow the sums specified in their letter of the 
31st of July, as they hope, on the perusal of the annexed report, the views of the Commis- 
sioners might undergo some change. A special meeting will be held on the 19th mstant, to 
receive the* Commissioners’ answer. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) James Anderson, Chairman. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



£nclosuke in foregoing Letter, (No. 30.) Mr. Ksane s Report to the Board of Guardians. 



(No. 10,511. D. 41. Enc.) 



Castlederg, 30 October 1841. 



To the Board of Guardians of the Castlederg Union Workhouse. 



Gentlemen, , , ^ ^ /n j 

Having been appointed by you to inspect and report on the state ot the Castlederg 
Union Workhouse, 1 herewith submit my opinions thereon, -i. • . i- 

First. I have attentively examined the building, with the plans and ^ecification before 
me, and I conader the masonry veiy coarsely and inattentively executed, so much so that 
in several places throughout the works there is little or no break joints for five or ax feet 
in height. These walls receive the wet and damp, which they admit to the interior of the 
apartments, as they are not at all built in conformity with the specification, which jus% 
directs the masonry to be constructed of the best materials 5 the stones to be carefully laid, 
and to have both inside and outside equally smooth ; not to be filled with small stones, but 
to be well laid and closely bedded. Tnese instructions not having been attended to in the 
construction of the exterior walls, I now recommend, as necessary to keep the apartments 
N.B. The reveals dry, that the entire exterior of the building should receive, at a proper season, a good coat 
of opens to be neat- of sharp-sized pebble dashing, or an adhesive coat of plastering (previously taking out the 
ly hand-fluted loose mortar from the joints), the same previously washed. The cost of this remedy 1 esU- 
composiuon. mate at the conclusion of my report. There are some cracks and settlements appearing m 
the interior angles at the eastern gable of the main building, which cannot now be remedied, 
and the quoins of the buildings throughout are not the dimensions specified, being directed 
to have ten-inch beds as the minimum ; whereas they average only from six inches to nine 
inches ; this defect cannot now be remedied. _ 

The ceilings in the board room and other apartments are cracked in several places, Mu 
part patched, where some pieces have fallen. These defects require stopping and repairmg, 
which cost I annex at the end of the report with other items. 

The metal sashes and weather bars do not properly or closely fit the wood frames, the 
castings being too small ; and to remedy this serious defect, slips of wood and some putty 
have been applied, but without good effect or permanency j and it appears to me the only 
effectual remedy is to have new wood frames made to fit weather-tight and stanchly the 
metal works. The cost of this remedy I annex also at the end of the report j and I beg to 
add, that the new frames should be well bedded in Roman cement or mortar, and the sills 
stanchly tongued to window seats. The specification very properly directs, “ That all the 
window frames should be water and weather-tight;” at present mey are neither. 

The stone window seats are, in my opinion, rather scanty, and not well adapted to resist 
the rmns and damps of this climate. I would recommend new seats to be 
supplied at the same time with the new frames, and to have them suffi- 
ciently broad to pass under the entire sill of the frame, with a back 
rabbet of inch x J inch at least, and to have a drip or Sunk face out 
from the frame of half an inch at least, thus : 

The cost of this remedy I also annex. 

As the windows are near the floors in the upper dormitories, I would recommend having 
the window backs not splayed down, as at present they afford a ready passage for the mm- 
water penetrating under the window sills to pass down to the platforms on which the beds 
are placed. 

The iron tonguings in the j’oints of the platforms (as now executed) are not adequate.w 
resist the penetration of the water, the grooves being too wide, as prepared for longer scant- 
ling ; and the joints of the boards are very open, and in many parts pieced and slipp®“* 
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These tonguings are not in conformity with the specification ; and to remedy in some 
measure this defect, I would recommend the joints of the platforms to be all caulked, the 
expense of which 1 annex with the other items. 

The specification very properly states, “ That great care must be taken to have all angles 
of walls and openings perpendicular and straight.” It is much to be regretted such instruc- 
tions have not been attended to either in the masonry or brick-works ; and, as applies to the 
exterior, this unsightly appearance may be removed in the dashing, but the interior (not 
beino- plastered) will still exhibit this deformity. It is further to be regretted that the bricks 
in the joints and arches externally are not as specified, viz. “ of the quality,” nor are they 
laid in accordance with the specification, having half-inch joints of mortar,” as they now 
show too much mortar for neat work ; this, however, will be covered by the dashing. _ 

The coping stones in yard walls are specified to be closely set in their beds, and laid with 
good mortal- ; they now require re-pointing, to keep further damage from the walls : the 

^°The specification directs, “ All proper surface drains to be carefully made or formed to 
keep the ground dry.” I presume such surface drains to be paved channel corners, and 
whidi are not well executed in this case, and require repairs. ^ 

The outside sewer on the west flank of the building is very carelessly executed with loose 
rough dry materials, and defective in its levels j this requires remedy, as annexed, as also a 

flag cover of cesspool at this flank, which is broken. 

The stone steps at probationary wards are not rabbeted on each other, nor iaserted in the 
walls, as specified. To remedy this, would require re-constructing, as annexed. 

The receivino- flags under tke rain-water trunks or pipes are charged in bill of extra 
works I conrider them part of the surface drain^e, and therefore should not be charpd. 

Several of the metal stoves charged for in the bill of extra works are cracked and defec- 
tive and require to be remedied, as annexed. 

The flagging in kitchen, wash-house, and in infirmaiy passages, is very mdifferent m 
quality and wo'rkmanship, and not laid in corner, as specified, and in several places cracked 
and broke, and requiring repairs j amount annexed. _ , _ , , . . 

Some of the mortar floors are by no means, as specified, ot the best materials, perfectly 
level and smooth, executed in the most approved manner, on good dry materials six inches 
thick ” The required remedy with otlier items. 

The projection in the centre to front to main buildup appears to have contmuous 
upright joints, not in alternate stones passing each other. This cannot now be remedied, 

but the dashing will cover it. x i. * 1.1 i, jj j j 

The gutter where staircase walls rise on wash-house ought to be stanchly bedded, and 
metal eave-spouting should be applied to top of staircase projection, to prevent mjury to the 
subject roof of the wash-house ; the amount is annexed with otlier items. 

The specification generally, in its concluding clauses, directs all the works “ to be left 

Quite sound and perfect, and the workmanship executed in the best and most- substantial 

manner ” U is much to be regretted the building in question does not by any means fulfil 
such clauses or conditions; and it is the more to be deplored, as the situation is a very 
exposed one. I have, ic. 

(signed) John J5. Keane, 

Abstsact of the Sums necessary to remedy the several matters referred to in Report viz. 

£, t. d. 

Dashing and reveals, throughout - - “ , " 1 

New window-frames throughout, and stone seats, and plastenng ceilmg, ^ _ 

CaulkTng floors of platforms, and squaring up window backs, &C.&C.- - 10 - - 

Repairing copinms m yard-walls, flagging at wash-hou^, kitchen and pas- 
sac^es - also the mortar floors referred to, the paved chaimel corners, west 
fl^k, sewer flag, cover of cesspool, and stairs at probationary wmds and 

gutter and eave-spouts at rere of staircase over wash-house roof, about - - - 

Metal stoves, where cracked and defective 

f. 210 - - 

Abstbact of Items in Bill of Extra Work, to be disallowed: 

£. $. O* 

Credit flooring and joints, as originally intended, where gangways are now ^ ^ 

QMtas'chaiged for,%nt which me directed by the specifleatioE- - - 6-- 

Paved drains charged for, but which are m speciflcation as surface drams - 3 « 



JV B— The item of 25/. charged in bill of extra works, for cut^ to lay 
apoears to me an enormous sum for the work performed, arid indeed unimssible that a 
latarer’s time for near a' whole year cotdd he justly occupied m cnttnlg aixmt 200 yards 
in earth. (signed) J, B. K. 
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No 31 —Further Letter from the Boai-d of Guardians to the Commissioners ; 

' * 15 November 1841. 

(No. 10,663. D.41.) 

Gentlemen Castlederg, 15 November 1841. 

In the letter which we had the honour of addree-eing you on Friday last, respecting the 
rastledere Workhouse, we omitted to request of the Commissioners the propriety of not 
allowing judgment to go by defenlt, and that they would give dn-ections thal^ 
sL aooeiance should be entered before Friday next, m order that the Board of Guardians 
may not be precluded from taking defence to the action, should they think fit, that 
Mr. Maguire threatens. 

= We have, &c. 

(signed) Jama AndersoUf 

for R. A. Ferguson, Bart., Chairman. 

Tr. tlip Pnnr Law Commissioners, Janies Anderson, Vice-Chairman. 

10 tne i.a^ Vice-Chairman. 



No. 82.— Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians; 17 November 1841. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
17 November 1841. 

To the Chairman and Board of Guardians of the Castlederg Union. 

Gentleman, • x,r * j . 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration Mr. Anderson s communi- 
cations of the 12th and 15th instant, and the report of Mr. Keane, the architect whom the 
Guardians have employed to examine into the state of the buildings. 

With respect to the latter document, the Commissioners have to observe, that they did 
not object to Mr. Keane’s being employed to inspect the buildings, although they were 
Sensible that it might be productive of misapprehension and inconvenience, for it rarely 
happens that two professional men will concur in the same view in such a case as the 
present; and as the responsibility of judging and deciding upon the sufficiency of the 
works, and the due execution of the contract in all respects, rests exclusively with the Com- 
missioners’ architect, no good seemed likely to arise from calling in anotlier architect, to 
give an opinion which could be of no authority, upon a matter already settled in conformity 
with the stipulations of the contract and the provisions of the Irish Poor Relief Act. 

Notwithstanding this obvious objection, the Commissioners were so desirous of meeting 
the wishes of the Guardians in all respects as far as they possibly could, that they did not 
interfere to prevent tbe adoption of the course proposed, the result of which is now shown 
in Mr. Keane’s report. 

The Commissioners do not feel called upon to give any opinion upon the points adverted 
to ill this report, or on the report itself ; but their architect will, if possible, in time for tins 
post, furnish such observations thereon as he deems right, although his doing so necessarily 
withdraws him from other duties, of greater urgency and importance, and is productive of 
much inconvenience and obstruction to the public service. 

It appeals to be supposed that Mr. Keane’s report may possibly have caused some change 
in the Commissioners^ views as respects the Castlederg Workhouse, and they consider it 
necessary therefore to state that this is not the case. Nothing reported by Mr. Keane, nor 
any other circumstance which has come within their knowledge, has caused any change in 
the Commissioners’ opinion of the character and sufficiency of the building, or in their 
intentions as to the course to be pursued ; and they would long since have issued the order 
for raising the sum requisite for discharging the balance due to the contractor, was it not 
that, in their letter of the 27th of August, they had requested the Guardians to “ ascertain 
what further sum would be required for enclosing the workhouse ground, and other necessary 
works, in order that the amount might be added to the 452 1. 14s. 9d. then shown to be 
deficient,” and that the Guardians, in their reply to that letter, on the 17th of September, 
stated that they would take immediate steps to ascertain what further sum would be neces- 
sary, and inform the Commissioners of the amount. 

No such communication has yet been received from the Guardians, and, in consequence, 
no step has been taken ; and the Commissioner must therefore again refer to their letter of 
the 27th of August, and urge the Guardians to prevent farther delay, by transmitting the 
romised statement, when the necess^ order for raising the amount required shall forthwith 
e issued. In this order the Commissioners propose to include 160/. to cover the expense 
of re-pointing or covering the more exposed parts .of the building, which now appear not 
altogether sufficient to exclude the weather in very severe storms. This work cannot be 
executed before next summer, and the necessity for it is not peculiar to the Castlederg 
house, as several of tlie buildings in exposed situations will require a like process, more 
particularly where the stone of which the houses are built consists of any of the varieties 
ofslate. 

With reference to the request made in Mr. Anderson’s letter of the 15th instant, the 
Commissioners have to state, that they will take all the steps which'they are advi^d to be 

necessaty 
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necessary on the occasion ; but the Guardians ought to be aware that nothing which can he 
done will relieve them from the necessity of discharging the balance of the contractor’s 
account, as now duly certified, together with interest and all charges incurred and accruing 
thereon. No time should be lost, therefore, in taking the steps requisite for this purpose. 

By order of the Board, 

(signed) A.rikur Movre, Chief Clerk. 



33 . Obsekvations by the Commissioners’ Architect on Mr. Keane’s Report, referred 

to in foregoing Letter; 16 November 1841. 

(No. 10,311, D.41.)_ 

I HAvx first to observe, with reference to Mr. Keane’s report, that, while making a survey 
of the building, he has kept in view and made his comparisons with a building of perfect 
execution, and finished in a style superior to that which is required under the t^s of the 
contract, and superior to what was contemplated in the execution of. the workhouses, on 
which an expense was intended to be incurred beyond^ that which was requisite for plainly- 
finished and soundly-executed workmanship. There is very little, under all circumst^ces, 
to complain of in regard to this kind of work throughout Mr. Keanes report, with the 
exception of a few observations on some angles which are not exactly plumb, and some 
ioints of brick-work not so close as specified. Mr. Keane remwks on the joints of stones not 
being broken, and draws conclusions as to the soundness of the walls for resisting damp 
very much on this account ; but at the same time he is unable to show, notwithstanding the 
most scrntinizing inspection, that in any one part of the whole extent of the building (with 
the exception of the west-end angles of the main building, where some defects pist from a 
different cause) do the walls present any indication of slightness, want of durabihty, or want 
of compactness, which would be the result of the alleged omission above referred to, 
althouodi they are of little tliickness and of great height and length. Mr. Keane eiToneousIy 
attributes the dampness of the building to the execution of the walls, rather than to the nature 
of the materials of which they are built, and which experience anpears to me to have proved 
are not in themselves sufficient to resist the driving rams to which they are so much exposed. 
The usual custom, moreover, of protecting all other buildings m the neighbourhood, not- 
withstanding their more favourable situation and size, by exteraal plastering, shows m itself 
that the materials are considered insufficient to resist the weather ; and, therefore, thepr^ 
posal for adding rough-cast must be looked upon rather as a suggestion for additional work, 
desirable to be done, than as a corrective of any defective execution of the walling , and tlie 
performance of such additional work cannot be attended with the sacrffice of any outlay 
already made, or with prejudice to the interests of the union in respect of that outlay, "'fficU 
was incurred in conformity with the contract. No buildings constructed^of the same sort of 
materials, and subject to similar exposure to the weather, can be pointed out m any part of 
the country which in their naked state will better resist the weather than the walls of the 
Castlederg Union workhouse. . r vi ^ 

Mr. Keane quotes portions oftlie specification, and comments favourably upon ffiem, hut 
he concludes by saying, that the works have not been executed m accordance with the direc- 
tioroontaLI fterefn. The wallieg has i.ot, perhaps at Casflederg, aa e 
executed literally according to the specification; but the departure from tlie letter of toe 
specification is 4ry slightf and the Lecution of tlie work closely conformable to .ts sp.nt 

”'ftwa?tc;ssary so to word the specification as to ^ "very to^^ 

the most efficient and fanltless manner, m order to avoid techmc-al difficulties and disputes 

with the contractors when any objection might be made “ j. ‘ 

properly drawn usuafiy provides for work, which practice seldom realises, and does not 



The roughiast dashing now proposed was not originally incloded m the contet for toe 

building, because it was thought desirable to dispense with It, if possible, and also to await 

toe resfit rf time to determine toe necessity for nsing it or not. I have since formed the 



opmiontoSr;arnng~^^^ 

to^e simplest and least fostly reriedy, a rough-cast plaster, but f f l “aSS 

proposed by Mr. Keane, who suggests pebble-dashing on a coat of plaster, the last-nam^ 
Joron of Jhich 1 think had better be oWd. From toe insecuntj of to '“Se n of 
plastering imbibing the damp, the hnildmg would hereailei be m a worse stete^ 
present condition. ^In recommending the application “f ^ ^ f 

it is first desirable to try the effect of re-poinUng the walls, as I apprehmd toe mo^ ^inte 
may have suffered from exposure to the frost of last muter, owiim P - 

walls ; and it has been found that the upper portion of toe wall, being the most exposed, is 



that which has suffered most. 



at wmeu U'dS Huueicu must,. , , , V„ Hff.. iraone. 

The window frames and sashes are the next important works 

- - “ - — frames and new sills,” the former because tlie iron lights do not ht 



and he proposes “ new frames and new sills, the lormer oecau ^ hehind the 

exactly the solid rebate, and the latter because they do not go in ‘JT “Pj 
frames ; the use of putty is also objected to, as well as the slips or fillets of wood lor 



^"■SiriSSw toes are made of solid wood, and toel'wito 

which to bed the cast-iron lights, which are described ashed , fan be united or 

phtty or white lead, as in all other buildings, becau^ne^r^i^^°^ 



fitted clos» to wood without putty or white 'lead. The reason why fillets, or ^ips formig 



•353- 
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tie fillets, lave been addeJ, has been the utter impossibility of obtaining from fte foundries 
iron lights oftheexaet sires required. This difficulty las teen expeneuced with all foun- 
dries, and there has been very great delay in consequence of the necessity of completing the 
frames in general before the cast-iron lights have been obtained. In order to avoid the 
defects wbiSi attach to slight variations of site in iron Imhts (in other respects of the best 
material ami make), fillets for forming additional rebates have been added to the frames at 
the expense of the contractor, not only at Castlederg, but at many other workhouses ; and 
as a further proof that they are not objectionable, it may be observed, that 111 many portions 
of the work it is especially provided rather to attach rebates than to forai them out of the 
solid : and although I consider rebated frames as the most desirable, and less costly than 
the frames formed by fillets and slips, I cannot understand why the latter should not be 
equally desirable: they are certainly more secure, and m all ordinary dwelimgs the sash 
frames are formed entirely with separate slips and fillets- . j xt. 

The sills of the windows do not turn up behind the window frames, nor does the con- 
tract require, or erperienceshow the necessity for their dom^ so, inasmuch as the endows 
elsewhere are made perfectly secure without them. Some of the window sills would, however, 

he benefited by some additional sinking or weathering. j ^r 

It appears to me that some of the glass diamond-shaped lights admit the water, and are 
the chief cause of the defects; and where one of these small panes of glass is defective 
the whole window place must be deluged. The defect of the glazing m these can only in 
many instances be discovered by time, for amongst so many hundred panes, it is very pos- 
sible that some which do not exactly fit the iron-work may be overlooked, and, m fact, 
when new they are frequently free from observable defects, which afterwards become appa- 
rent. These lights have occasioned much trouble in nearly all the houses; and tliose at 
Castlederg require to be closely looked to occasionally; but the defects, when discovered, 
are easily remedied, as the space of a pin-hole would be sufficient_ to allow a window- 
place to be completely flooded ; these circumstances alone would occasion dampness ; and as 
file bad weather drives in the water, I think it is too much to condemn the window-frames 
because such simple causes are capable of producing the inconvenience complamedpf, and 
particularly as the window frames are now rendered secure, and are likely to continue so, and 
very little, if any, dampness can be now found to penetrate between the frames and the 
wading or the sills, or between the iron lights and the frames; and if the work is closely 
examined, this will be found to be the case. 

The following are the minor works commented on by Mr. Keane; cracks in ceilings to 
board room, &,c. These rooms have all been disturbed by the erection of partitions since 
the occupation of the house. 

Thetonguingsto floors cannot be made to fit exactly, because no grooves can be made 
sufficieutly smSl to receive hoop iron ; but in the ordinary course of wear the joints may 
he expected to become sufficiently filled. 

The coping on yard walls most likely will be benefited by some additional pointing. 

The contract did not require paved channel courses, but only such surface drairiage as 
•was necessary for the discharge of the water, and the paved channel courses, which are 
only a portion of what are considered necessary ;‘and it has been thought that the Guardians 
could advantageously employ the paupers in paving them, and in the repair of those 
reouiring it. 

The outside sewer is sunk in the middle, being formed over new-made ground, which, 
since its execution, has settled and disturbed the level, and a small outlay is required for 
re-laying the same. 

The stone steps in the probationary ward are executed as intended, and paid for according 
to the execution; bemg bedded in solid walls, they did not require to have the ends let 
into the walls, and rebated like those steps which form staircases projecting from the walls, 
mid -which rest one on the other ; the stairs, as executed, derive tlieir support from a different 
construction, and require no alteration. 

The flags are additions to the contract. 

The metal stoves are now in a different state to what they were when delivered, and it 
appears most unreasonable to make a reduction for their amount, because they are found by 
Mr. Keane in their present state after such long use and exposure to injury; moat of the 
defects now apparent ha-ving, I apprehend, been caused by mismanagement. 

The same remark applies to flagging, where sevei-al stones are stated to be cracked and 
broken, and requiring repair. The addition of some guttering over the wash-house roof 
would perhaps be desirable. 

With reference to the contractor's accounts, I am of opinion that sufficient cause has 
not been shown by Mr. Keane that any of the outlay deemed necessary by him should in 
any -way interfere with the account which has been adjusted with Mr. Maguire. Some of 
the works necessary may be considered as belonging to the repairs and remedy of defects 
proposed to be included in the amount deducted from Mr. Maguire’s account ; and, although 
the sum deducted has not been sufficient to meet the outlay that has been incurred in 
remed}’ing the defects, yet the person who rmdertook to remedy the defects (Mr. Gamble) 
has stated that he will not object to complete any that, under the circumstances, he caix 
be called upon to remedy. 

The works which Mr. Keane considers should be disallowed in the account of extras, 
me:— 

1st. — Credit for the Flooring. 

This credit has been fully taken into account in the price allowed to Mr. Maguire for 
the alter^ions of gangways, -and will be seen, by reference to the cost per .foot for gangways 
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ia other houses where credit has been made for the flooring : a calculation can at any time 
be entered into that will render this statement satisfactory. 

The quoins are extra, being a portion of extra walling that was executed, and which was 
calculated without the quoins ; the specification does not provide for quoins, and Mr. Keane 
is in error in remarking on this in his report ; the quoins as executed w'ere agreed to by the 
contractor as an improvement to the appearance of the building. 

The paved drains are not in the contract, and when executed by the contractor are in all 
houses paid for as extras. 

In concluding my observations on Mr. Keane’s survey and report on the Castlederg Union 
Workhouse, wmch I cannot look upon as otherwise than reflecting on the discharge of my 
duties, I beg to observe, that n.o allusion has been made by him to the execution of the work 
with reference to the expenditure, or any consideration made for the trouble and difficulty 
that has attended the execution of the works ; but the whole has, I presume, been surveyed 
by Mr. Keane as if it was a work done under favourable circumstances, and contemplated 
only with reference to the requirements of the contmct : whereas, during the whole proceed- 
ing, nothing but continued difficulty attended the execution of the work, which was under- 
taken by a contractor, and at an amount that could never be expected to produce a 
satisfactory result. Tliat this has been the ease may be seen by a reference to the nearest 
adjoining workhouse, Strabane, where a building of much greater extent was being executed, 
at the same period, and with, infinitely less trouble, and in a manner that, taken as a whole, 
is as satisfactory as could be hoped for. 

To expect that a contractor of very limited means in every way is to proceed satisfactorily 
with a building by which he would lose several hundred pounds, appears to me very unrea- 
sonable. It may be urged that the conditions of the contract give a power of interference 
when required ; but they never can be bronght properly to bear against a man who, soon 
after the beginning of His work discovering his error, would have been glad, rather than 
otherwise, to have'^been released from his undertaking, and against whom no course of pro- 
ceeding could be taken that might have been expected to be attended with satisfactory 
results. 

Had it been otherwise with the contractor at Castlederg, the necessity for winding up 
his account, and adjusting the amount of his claim in the manner that has been necessary, 
would not have arisen ; but he would have been required himself to remedy the defects 
before being entitled to any balance, which in this case has been certified, in order to ter- 
minate a connexion that was only made through the recommendation of the Guardians, and 
against which, at such an early stage, no satisfactory argument could be brought; since, 
unfortunately, in cases of this kind, experience alone can point out the course that ought 
originally to have been taken. 

Under these circumstances, I am of opinion that there is less room for complaint than 
might have been expected, and I feel satisfied that if the course proposed to be taken for 
protecting the walls by some external covering be adopted, the Board of Guardians, looking 
to the amount of expenditure, will, under all circumstiinces, be in a very favourable position ; 
and I beg to recommend, that the sum of money necessary for rough-casting or re-pointing 
the buildinir should be borrowed, together with an amount to cover the cost of some minor 
works; for°the whole of which I consider that a sum of loOZ. will be amply sufficient. 

16 November 1841. (signed) Geo. Wi[kinson. 



No. 34. — Letter from the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners ; 20 November 1841. 

(No. 10,714. D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Castlederg Workhouse, 20 November 1841. 

I HEREWITH transmit for your information a copy of minute of the Board of Guardians 
of the Castlederg Union, of the 19th instant. 

(Copy.) 

“ The minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed, read a letter ftom the 
Poor Law Commissioners, dated the 17th November, accompanying Mr. Wilkinson’s 
remarks of the 16th November, in answer to Mr. Keane’s report, forwarded by the Board 
of Guardians. 

“ Resolved unanimously, That an answer be sent to the Commissioners, informing him that 
this Board regret that they were not informed sooner that the report of Mr. Keane would 
be of no authority upon the matter in dissension, as such information would have come 
better before the Board were at the expense of bringing him down ; but the Board of Guar- 
dians being confirmed in their opinion by his report, protest against the payment of the sum 
of452/. 14s. 9d. 

“ That the Board of Guardians, moreover, protest against raising 150 1 . to make good the 
acknowledged deficiencies in the building, as such should have been done by the contractor; 
that the Board regret that Commissioners have not permitted them to defend the action 
brought by the contractor, as they feel convinced that the work has been ill-exwuted; that 
no jury would give a verdict for the amount, notwithstanding the certificate given by Mr. 
Wilkinson. • • t i. • i 

“ That the Board had resolved to recommend an extensive alteration in the hospital, a 
boundary wall an4 a porch, for which two last the stun of 200 /. would, in their opinion, be 
sufficient, if the money were to be expended undaf the directions of the Guardians ; but 
^3- F 
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1 «+ >.:r^nTr»stftncea thev do not think it advisable to assent m any manner to the 

convinced of the abeolnte necessity of the porch and 

boundary wall. . ^ which they state that a considerable 

-The »"“s leto ^ the !«» P is reserved until the 

and tL Board renrark that .f thts had been done, the 



To the Poor Law Commissioners, 
Dublin. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) David Johnston, 

Clerk to Guardians. 



No. S5.-LETTEU from tlte Commissioners to the Board of Guardians ; 23 Nov. 1841. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
23 November 1841. 

T„?W haw Commissionera ha™ 

of the 17th, “ f balance due to the coutractor for budding the workhouse. 

are aaadiness to include In the sum to be 
rhe J f i this balance, an amount sufficient for erecting the porch 

mSonndar?w™ 1 whiA the Guardians now consider to be absolntely necessary and which 
S ComSsSei^ do not object to the Guardians providing m the way which they may 
deem ZS desirable, subject to the approbation of the Comrrnssroners architect. 

If the GnaXuscontiL to think that 2001. will be sufficient for providm- the boundary 
wa 1 andXcb that sum shall he included in the order to borrow ; and the Oommissionera 
rreXpiln that it would be desirable also to include a sum of 150 1. to prov.de for re-porn^ 
Lror sXohgscch parts of the budding as may be found necessary, m course of uerrt 
XmerXrfl bedone in other instances, where, owing to the exposed situation of the 
orX nature of the materials, the walls are found not thorougUy to resist the 
weatherin heavy storms. If the whole of this sum should not be required, the whole orauy 

uart mav be returned to Government, without expense to the union. •, .a i, 

’^XrJoXLioners earnestly request the Board of Guardians again to consider the snb- 
iect in all its bearings, with the view of bringing the matter to a conclusion as speedily as 
uossiWe h hlX atady occupied a great” deal of time and attention. No good can 
pLibly result from longer delay, which, on the contrary, will be productive of expense and 

rnconvenlence. By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians (signed) Arthur , 

of the Castlede^ Union. 



No 36 — Lettee from the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners, 26 November 1841 ; 
with Observations by the Commissioners’ Architect thereon. 



. (No. 10,892. D. 41.) 

Gentlemen Castlederg Workhouse, 26 November_l841. 

In obedience to the suggestions contained in the letter of the Poor Law Commissioners 
of the 23d of November, the Board of Guardians proceed to state to them the ettect pro- 
duced by a re-consideration of the whole subject, more particularly with reference to tiie 
observations of Mr. Wilkinson, to which in the hurry of the last hoard day the Guardians 



had only time to allude. . .. . , 

Mr. Wilkinson commences by an acknowledgment that there is very little to be com 
piained of throughout Mr. Keane’s report, and yet iu that report he distmctly declares tnat 
he considers the masonry very coarsely and inattentively executed, and that pe 
receive the damp and wet, which they admit to the interior, and that the instructions a 
not been attended to in the construction of the interior of the exterior waUs. ivir. 
Wilkinson appears to acknowledge the truth of all this, as he states that *he g 
has not, perhaps, at Castlederg, as elsewhere, been executed literally, according 
the specifications ; and yet he contends that these observations of Mr. Keane s contam no 
charge of any indication of any want of durability or want of compactness m tne 
walls (1) ; if ^'"les off the plumb, and walls admitting the wet, are not proofs ot that, tne 
Guardians are in ignorance where to look for them. In order to account for 
of wet, he makes a statement which is not home out by the fact, (2) that no buildings 
Btracted of tbe same materials and subject to similar exposure to the weather can P°“i” 
out in any part of the country which in their naked state will better resist the weather tnan 

, .V .1 l.....”^TT_: tlT.—l.T w.oUv Tirvt <lf Qiate. as Ulc 

the walls of 1 



irt or me coumry wmeu m (.ucu , 

' the Castlederg Union Workhouse ; these walls are built, not of slate, as m 
Commissioners seem to think, but of hard whinstone ; in respect to the windows, it is we 
known that castings (3) can be made with the greatest accuracy, if due allowance be ma 
for the cooling of the metal. . •. v i t>.f.Tied 

The Guardians see-no advantage in. following. Mr. Wilkinson. through ins -lengmc v 
^servations, most of which are equally unfoumied. 
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Mr. Keane's report fully corroborates the statements the Guardians had previously 
addressed to the Commissioners, and they repeat the assertions, that the departure from 
the specifications is not veiy straight, and the execution of the work not only conformable 
to its spirit and intention ; and the evils complained of are not the result of wear and tear, 
but of radical and easily seen defects. In the latter part of his report, the architect wishes 
to throw upon the Guardians the responsibility of engaging Mr. Maguire, and they have no 
wish to shrink from stating that they did approve that the proposal of Mr. Maguire should 
be accepted, because they believed that the work could be done for the sum, and because 
they understood that he had produced excellent testimonials from the officers of the Board 
of Ordnance, and undeniable security, which opinion was by the Assistant Commissioner 
also ; and they assert that in the commencement the work was well executed, but from the 
time'thatMr.&tedman was changed, and every shadow of control withdrawn from the 
Guardians by the payment of the clerk of works being made direct from the Commis- 
sioners, a change m the execution of the work took place, which is visible to the eye in the 
exterior of the building. (4) _ - j- 

The Guardians have already drawn the attention of the Commissioners to the discrepancy 
between the statement in the Commissioners' letter of the 14th of April, that they had 
retained in hand a sum sufficient to cover all the necessary repahs, and the assertion of Mr. 
Wilkinson that in the middle of May he signed the certificates, because he was obliged to 
come to the best terms he could with a contractor without means. 

The Guai-dians feel most anxious for a termination to this dis^reeable affair ; but in 
justice to their constituents they thought it their duty to enter thus at length into the sub- 
lect which they conceive the line they have adopted has received, as well from the observa- 
tions of Mr. Wilkinson as from the report of Mr. Keane ; and as there are many items m 
the account of Mr. Maguire, the payment of which cannot depend upon the certificate of 
Mr Wilkinson, as there are facts acknowledged by the two architects, but in which they 
differ in the cause (for example, the wetness in the walls, stated by Mr. Wilkinson to arise 
from the materials and exposure of the house, but caused, as Mr. Keane contends, by the 
coarseness and inattention in the execution of the work). (5) The Guardians would app^l 
attain to the Commissioners whether some means might not be adopted to ascertain how far 
the balance due to the contractor should not be held to make good the deficiencies; when 
that is arranged the Guardians will be most anxious to join the Commissioners m whatever 
is necessary lor the due execution of the law and the comfort of the inmates- 
By order of the Board, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) BamdJohnstm, 

Dublin. Clerk to Guardians. 



Observations by tbe Commissioners’ Architect, dated 2 December 1841. 

(1) There are some walls in some of tbe workhouses which are acknowledged by 
parties to be of the best building, and yet will not keep out the water when much exposed. 

(2) It is not shown to the contrary. 

(3) They can, but practically they are extremely difficult to obtain from the foundries. 

(4) The clerk of works was always under the direction of t^ Commissionera and their 
architect, but was at first paid through the clerk of the union, m^ad of directly from the 
office. Mr. Stedman was appointed to superintend both the Strabane and Castkderg 
workhouses, at a joint salary of thi-ee guineas per week, instead of two guineas for each house, 
as these buildings were very favourably circumstanced to render this arrangement de^rable, 
both in point of economy and effective superintendence by one person; and as at Oast ^ 
derg all the building arrangements were influenced by the_ ^eatest economy, 



ing being the smallest in Ireland, it was desirable to avoid the same expenses for a clerk 
1 roniiin’ncp thp. nerformaHce of heavier duties ; and at strabane 



of works as for other houses, requiring the performance of bearer duties ; _and a 
a very good contractor was employed, which therefore required less superintendence than 
many other workhouses. , „ , , j „ 

It was next to impossible to obtain good clerks of works for every workhouse, and it was 
thought better to appoint one known good one, in many instances, to two houses. 

Tbe change of Mr. Stedman was occasioned solely by the Guardians of the umons, veh(^ 
according to the representations of the Assistant Commissioner, preferred a sep^te clerk 
of works to each building ; and Mr. Stedman being confined to one building, he be^e 
unwilling, according to Mr. Clement’s statement, to remain at Castlederg, and he there- 
fore recommended his removal to Omagh workhouse. i_ , .t . u v 

The person who was selected to succeed Mr. Stedman was the best that could be found, 
considering the recommendations he had, and his previous employment; but the change, 



believe, was not favourable. 



Geo. Wilkinson. 
2 December 1841 



(signed) 

Minute thereon, — Read. 

(signed) G.N. 3 December 1841. 

(5) The whole amount certified due to the contractor was merely conwdered, and. 



loi me wnoie iuuuuut cbiiuicu uuo , 

under all circumstances, the amount agreed to appear^ proper; and it was considered 
objectionable to allow Mr. Maguire to have any thing further to do with the works ; and, 
under the provisions of the contract, the only course open was pursued. 
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Ho, 37.— Listtek from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians ; 6 December 1841. 

(No. 10,892. D. 41.) Commission Office, 

Gentlemen Dublin, 6 December 1841. 

Your clerk’s’letter of the 26th of Nbvember, in reply to one from this office dated on the 
23d has received the careful consideration of the Commissioners, and they do not perceive 
any thincr in it calculated to alter their views, or to make any change m the open and obvious 

line of duty of themselves and the Board of Guardians. . . , 

It would be very possible to controvert some of the statements and reasoning m the 
Guardians’ last letter of the 26th, and circumstances might be stated with respect to the 
clerk of works, to which reference is therein made, which would put the matter m a different 
lieht • but although the Commissioners are most desirous of doing every; thing m their power 
to satisfy the Guardians, they yet .do not see that any advantage can arise from farther dis- 
cussion The Commissioners have already, in their various letters and in the reports of their, 
architect given the fullest explanation, and without the slightest reserve, on every objection 
which has been raised ; and to these explanations they must agcm refer, entreating the' 
Guardians to consider them in a cordial and candid spint, and with due allowance for the 
difficulties and impediments, and perhaps defects, which are unavoidably attendant upon 
carrying on such extensive works as those which have been confided to the Commissioners, 

and'tor“which they alone are made responsible. , 

If the Guardians will do this, the Commissioners are satisfied that they will come to the 
only conclusion which is, in fact, open to them, and at once join the Commissioners in 
takmo- the necessary steps for raising the money to pay the balance legally due to the con- 
tractor, and for building the porch and boundary wall considered to be necessary, as well as 
providing for the pomting or the stuccoing of the most exposed parts of the building in the 
course of next summer. „„ 

By order of tlie Board, 



To the Chairman and Board of Guardians 
of the Castledeig Union. 



(signed) 



Arthur Moore, 
Chief Clerk. 



38. Letter from the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners ■, 10 December 1841. 

(No. 11,336. D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Castkderg Workhouse, 10 December 1841. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a resolution of the Board of Guardians of the 
Castle Derg Union, .of the 10th instant. 

“ Read a letter from the Commissioners, dated the 6th December 1841, in reply to the 
letter from the Board of Guardians, of the 26th November last. 

Resolved, That the Guardian.? do not perceive any thing in it calculated to alter their 
views, or to make any change in the open and obvious line of their duty. 

“ That the clerk shall send a copy of the above resolution to the Commissioners.” 

I have. See. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) David Johnston, 

Dublin. Clerk to Guardians. 



No. 39. — Order of Commissioners, requiring the Board of Guardians to obtain a 
further Loan. 

To the Guardians of the Poor of the CastUderg Union, and to all others whom it may 
concern. 

Whereas it appeared expedient to us, the Poor Law Commissioners, for the due 
execution of the provisions of an Act passed in the session of Parliament held in the first 
and second years of the reign of Her present Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled, “ An Act 
for the more effectual Relief of the Destitute Poor in Ireland,” that a workhouse should be 
built within the Union of Castlederg, for the reception, employment, classification, and 
relief of destitute poor persons therein. 

And whereas we did determine to build such workhouse, and in the execution of the 
said determination did contract and agree for the purchmie of certain land and premises, and 
did testify our approval of certain plana of a workhouse, by affixing our seal thereto ; 
such workhouse being designed for the reception and proper accommodation of three 
hundred destitute poor persons, men, women and children, properly classified. 

And whereas it appeared to iis expedient tliat such part only of the said plans should, in 
the first. instance, be executed, as might be requisite for the reception and classification of 
two hundred destitute poor; and that the completion of the said workhouse should be 
deferred until it should appear to us necessary to complete the same. 

■ And whereas it was represented to us, that the cost of erecting, according to the plans 
aforesaid, such portion of the said workhouse as We did determine, in the first instance, to* 
complete, and of the fitting and furnishing the same, and of providing xxtensils, insrtu-’ 
ments, and machinery for setting the poor to work therein, together with the sum required 
for the purchase of the said land, would amount to -the sum of 2,600L, or thereabouts. 

And 
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And whereas, by an order under hand and seal bearing date the 3d day of October 
1839, we did, in execution of the powers given to us by the said Act, order and direct the 
Guardians of the said Union to assess, raise and levy the sum of 2, COO/, sterling, as a poor 
rate on the rateable hereditaments in or arising within the said union, or to borrow the said 
sum, according to the provisions of the said Act, and to chai-ge the same, together with all 
interest that might accrue thereon, on the future poor-rate of the said union ; and we did 
thereby authorize the said Guardians to bojTow tlie said sum, and charge the said rate 
accordingly. 

And wnereas the said sum of 2,600 /. has been so borrowed, in pursuance of our said re- 
cited order of the 3d day of October 1839 ; but it has since been represented to us, that 
for the purpose of completing the said workhouse, and rendering it fit for the reception of 
destitute poor, a further sura of 850/. will be necessary. 

Now know ye, that we, the Poor Law Commissioners, do, in execution of the powers 
given to us by the said Act, and for the purpose of enabling us to defray the expense of com- 
pleting the building of such part of the said workhouse as was, in the first instance, intended 
to be built, and for the other hereinbefore-recited purposes, order and direct the Guardians of 
the said union to assess, raise and levy the said further sum of 850/. sterling, as a poor-rate 
on the rateable hereditaments in or arising within the said union, or to borrow tlie said sum, 
according to the provisions of the said Act, and to charge the same, together with all 
interest that may accrue thereon, on the future poor-rate of the said union ; and we do 
hereby authorize the said Guardians to borrow the said sum, and charge the said rate 
accordingly. 

Given under the hands and seal of us, the Poor Law Commissioners, this 24th day 
■ of December, in the year of our Lord 1 841 . 

(signed) G. C. Leteis. 

Edmvnd W. Head. 

Forward by post.— 1 st January 1842. 

(L. S.) Geo. Nicholh. 



No. 40. — Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners ; 7 January 1842. 

(No. 311. D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Castlederg Workhouse, 7 January 1842. 

I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of your letter, dated 24th ultimo, and have to state, for 
your information, that a road sessions being held in the town of Castle Derg this day, the 
meeting of the Board of Guardians, which should have taken place, has in consequence 
been postponed until Friday the 14th instant. 

I have, ?Cc. 

' (signed) David Johnston, 

To the Poor Law Commissionei-s, Dublin. Clerk to Guaidians. 



No. 41. — Letter from the Board of Guardians to the Commissioner.^ ; 15 January 1842. 
(No. 578. D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Castlederg Workhouse, 15 January 1842. 

I AM directed by the Board of Guardians of the Castlederg Union to request you will, 
inform them at what time interest would be payable on the 850 /. in your order of rae 24th 
ultimo, if received from the Exchequer Loan Commissioners. 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) David Johnston, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Clerk to Guardians. 



No. 42. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians, 17 Januaiy 1842; 

enclosing the Estimate upon which the Order to borrow an additional Sum was grounded- 

(No. 578. D. 42.) 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 17 January 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge tlie receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, 
inquiring as to the payment of interest upon the additional loan for the workhouse ef the 
Castlederg Union, under the Commissioners’ order of the 24th ultimo ; and they have also 
received a communication from their Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Clements, stating^ that 
the Board of Gu ardians are desirous of receiving a farther defiled statement of the items 
comprised in the sum of 850 Z. included in the above order. , ' 

The Commissioners having already, in their former communications, more particularly in. 
those of the 23d November and the 6th December last, stated the ptufrculars of the works 
to be provided for by the further loan, as well as the sums required, did not deem it ncces- 
sa^ to send any fiirther statement with the order. They now, however,, transmit, in com- 
pliance with the wish of the Guardians, a specific statement in detail of the sums included in 
the amount to be obtained : and they desire to repeat, as already Stated in their letter of the 

3S3- i-s' ■23‘1 
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.3dNove.be. th.t any 

to Government mthout charge to the ^ absolutely necessary. 

should not be required, no more wi Commissioners iesire to state, that under 

With reference to ae rnterest^^^^ ; 

the 90th section of the in^e year after the advance 

s?tir;rb«“e'eri“t.e.uj^^^ 

''' wTth regrf .''Si'merori^^^^ Addressed to Ms Excellency the Urd 

Lieuteuamf ^vvMch a copy ha, been received, the Commissioners do not at present feel 
called upon to make any observations. ■,,, „„tice to the Guardians that this 

slaTement“m“3e them a^ their ne.xt meeting, in order that the appUcation to the 
Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners may be then executed. 

By order of the Board, 

(signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk of the Board of Guardians 
of the Castlederg Union. 



Enclosure referred to in foregoing Letter. 

Estimate upon which the Order to borrow an additional sum of 860 Z. for the Workhouse, 
‘ was founded. 



IZrtlkcfftomtnTra"^^^ aud’to b; applied M reme'dyiug 
Es"tfrf7,SdLg bo'undary wall and_ porch, as_proposed by the 

Eshmtefcos^fpZtlng or rough-casting, and minor works - 

£. 

Contingent expenses, as preparing the deed of charge, &c. 

Total Amount of further Loan - - - - £• 



£. 


s. 




452 


14 


1 


26 


4 


- 


200 


- 


_ 


150 


- 


- 


828 


18 




21 


1 


11 


850 


- 


- 



No. 43.-LETTER from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners ; 21 January 1842. 



(No. 985, D. 42.) Castlederg Workhouse, 

g. 21 January 1842. 

1 aZ’nowledge the receipt of yonr letter of the 17th instant, and have to state, that in 
comuliance with your request, I wrote to tlie several Guardians, but many of them ll^^^ 
suclL distance ftm the MSt towns, my communications could not reach them in snfficipt 
ZZorCto ZpresL at the’mekngof the Board this day; and the consideration 
of vonr letter is, in Mnseqnence of the smallness of the meeting, postponed untd Friday 
?heTth ZlaS. l“ave’fnrther to state, that the Guardians wSl be duly noticed for 

the 28th. , j 

I am, &c. 

(signed) David Johnston, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Clerk to Guardians. 



No. 44.— Memoeial of the Board of Guardians to His Excellency ftie Lord Lieutenant, 
received with the (juardians’ Letter of 15 January 1842 (No. 41). 



(No. S78. D. 42. Enclosure.) 



To His Excellency Earl De Grey, Lord Lieutenant-General and General Governor 
of Ireland. 



May it please your Excellency, 

We, the Board of Guardians of the Castlederg Union, most respectfully be^ to lay 
before your Excellency the following statement of facts, constituting, m our opinion, 

: mnet rtTinrpaoitrpW nTi thft rate-uavets oftbe union. 



Se^ce bearing most" oppressively on the rate-payers of the union. ^ j 

^ The workhouse of the Ca.stle^erg Union was erected under the contrd and sup 
intendence of the architect of the Poor Law Commissioners, aU right of 
studiously withheld from the Guardians. Prior to the commencement of the wors, ^ 
(Juardians, acting under the directions of the Commissioners, borrowed 2,fl00i. u 
Government, which was deemed by the Commissioners adequate to the 
fitting up of the building, j the Commissioners, in their order of 12th February tor p 
the house, declared that the expenses in the whole amounted to that sum, 
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The contractor executed the work in a manner so inferior, that soon after the house was 
opened for the reception of paupers, it was discovered that it was incapable of resisting 
the weather ; and so obvious were its defects, that the Board of Guardians, in a letter of 
the 2d April addressed to the Commissioners, stated, that “ on visiting the house we found 
it in a deplorable state from the wet, which appeared to have penetrated through the walls, 
throufh the windows, and through the roof ; the floor flooded ; the windows having been 
ill-fitted, some of them were blown in during the night.” To this statement, in making 
wliich, the Guardians were fully justified by the facts, the Commissioners, on the 14th 
April, replied, among other matters, “ That the contract not having been satisfectorily 
fulfilled, notice has been served on the contractor to remedy defects, and a considerable 
sum, which would be due to him under his conti’act, is reserved until the work is satis- 
factorily completed.” This reply, while it admitted the defective execution of the contract, 
at least held out a promise that the defects would be remedied before the contractor was 
paid ; but how has this promise been redeemed ? The architect, in the month of May deduct- 
ing merely 26 1 . from the account of the contractor to remedy all defects, with reckless 
Ii^te granted his certificate to the contractor before a single defect was remedied. Of this 
certificate the Guardians were kept in total ignorance until the 31st July, when they were 
informed of it in consequence of another letter addressed by them to the Commissioners 
relative to the defects of the house, to remedy which no attempt had at that lime been 
made ; nor was this all, for though the sum borrowed was fixed upon at a time when the 
building contract had been made, and the contingent expenses might have been easily 
estimated, and though it had been declared by the Commissioners, in their order of 
12th February, suffiment to erect a substantial workhouse, the Commissioners’ architect 
gave a certificate to compel the union to pay the further sum of 462 Z. to this very con- 
tractor, as a balance claimed by him under his contract, and on account of extra work 
equally defective in execution, and rated at exorbitant prices. 

The Board of Guardians further beg leave to lay before your Excellency the steps they 
have taken to ascertain the costs of remedying those defects, as far as faults committed in 
the orio-inal construction of the building cma be remedied ; they have taken the opinion of 
an eminent architect, who has surveyed tlie building since the expenditure of the amount 
deducted from the contractor. His report states, that at least 210 f. must be expended on 
the house to remedy some of the defects in the building, and to place it in a state of security; 
his report further states, that various defects cannot now be remedied, 'fhis sum, however, 
it will he incumbent on the union to expend ; and this amount, with the loan called for by 
the Commissioners, would create a burthen of 662/. in addition to the first loan, which 
alone should have been sufficient; while with this increased charge the union is saddled 
with a defective and patched buildmg, every year requiring repairs ; whereas, had the 
architect of the Commissioners duly enforced the performance of the work according to the 
contract, the union would have possessed a somid, stable and well-executed workhouse 
for the original sum borrowed. 

The Guardians have represented all these things to the Commissioners, but their state- 
ments have not been attended to ; and a peremptory order has been issued, requiring them 
to borrow or levy a sum of 850/., which the Commissioners have by their order now declared 
to be necessary for completing the workhouse, and rendering it fit_ for the reception 
of the destitute poor; and the Guardians are told by the Commissioners that the 
union will be chargeable with the costs of a lawsuit, instituted by the contractor for the 
recovery of the balance said to be due to him; which suit the Commissioners refused to 
permit the Guardians to def^d, as they stated the same was settled by reason ot the cer- 
tificate granted by their architect to the contractor. _ 

Under these circumstances, we would most respectfully solicit such redress as may be in 
the power of your Excellency or such interference on the part of your Excel ency as may 
stavfurther proceedings of tlie Commissioners, until opportunity be afforded to the Guai-dians 
of appealing to Parliament on the subject, if it shall appear that there is no other power of 
relieving them from the grievance. 

Simed bv order of the Board of Guardians, this 14th day of January 1S42, 

^ R. A. Ferguson. 



No. 45.— Letter from the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners ; 29 January 1842. 
(No. 1,167.' D. 42.) 

Gentlemen Castlederg Workhouse, 29 Janua^ 1842, 

I HEREWITH ’transmit for your information a copy of a minute of the Board of Guardians 
of the Castlederg Union, of the 28th instant, t. n i ii. 

“The minutes of the last meeting haying been read confirmed,— Bead a kto from 

the Poor Law Commissioners, dated the 17th January, which letter was postponed last 

"“‘‘'Iletolyed, That the clerk do write to the Commissioners, that 'If 

any answer to their memorial to the Lord Lieutenant, praying redress o 

they do not feel themselves in a situation to make application to the Exchequer Bill Loan 

Commissioners at present.” , - , t. j 

By order of the Board,. 

(signed) Johnston, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Clerk to the Guardians. 

Dublin. - 

No. 46. 

363 - ® ^ 
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No. 46 .— Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians ; 2 February 1842. 

1 1 rt-7 -n io -i Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, ‘ 

Sir^’^ 2 February 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th ultimo, 
containing a resolution of the Board of Guardians of the Castlederg Union, stating tliat 
thev do not feel themselves in a situation to make application for the loan required by the 
Commissioners’ order of the 24th December 1841, because they have not received an answer 
to their memorial to the Lord Lieutenant; and the Commissioners desire to point out that 
the operation of their order being imperative, the reason stated affords no ground for post- 
ponine the application to be made under their order, which is m no v.y affected thereby. 
Whativer other steps the Guardians may think fit to adopt, the order shouW be forthwith 
complied with ; and after the full explanations which have been given m the Commissioners’ 
past communications, they trust that the Guardians will complete the application at their 

next meeting. By order of the Board, 



To the Clerk to the Guardians, 
Castlederg Union. 



(signed) 



jTthur Moore, 

Chief Clerk. 



No 47 —Letter from the Commissioners to the Under Secretary for Ireland, 3 February 

1842, on the foregoing Memorial ; enclosing Observations of the Commissioners Architect 

thereon. 

(678. D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, 

gjj. Dublin, 3 February 1842. 

With reference to the irremorial addressed by lie Board of Guardians of the Castle- 
derg Union to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, bearing date the 14th ultiino, relative to 
tlie arrangements made for providing a workhouse for that union, and the farther loan that 
is required for the purpose (copy of which memorial has been communicated to the Com- 
missioners), I am directed by the Poor Law Conimissioiiers to state that they have referred 
the memorial to their architect for his report on the points^ therein adverted to, and to 

enclose for his Excellency’s information a copy of his observations thereon. ^ 

In regard to the second paragraph of the memorial, the Commissioners desire to state 
that the Irish Poor Relief Act having vested the entire responsibility of making the arrange- 
ments for- providing the workhouses solely and exclusively in them, they would not have 
felt warranted in delegating that duty to the Board of Guardians, or sharing it with theni ; 
although in this as in every other case tliey have afforded the Guardians every information 
in their power, and consulted their wishes as far as was possible. 

The first order to borrow was issued upon an estimate of the amount that would probably 
be required; and that amount having been found insufficient, from causes which are indi- 
cated in the architect’s observations, it became necessary to issue an order requiring a further 
loau to be olitained for payment of the amount certified to be due to the contractor, and for 
completing the building ; and the Commissioners beg to point out that whatever other steps 
the Board of Guardians may deem it advisable to take, it is obligatory on them, under the 
provisions of the law, forthwith to comply with tlie order issued by the Commissioners. 

' I hai’e, &c. 

Edward Lucas, Esq., See. Sec. See. (signed) Arthur Moore, 

Dublin Castle. Chief Clerk, 



Observations of the Commissioners’ Architect, enclosed in foregoing Letter. 

Tlie control and superintendence under which the Castlederg Workhouse was eiwcuted 
was the same as for the other buildings, which have been satisfactorily erected. At Castle- 
derg, from the commencement of the contract until its completion, constant difficulties pre- 
sented themselves to the proper execution of the works ; these were mainly attributable to 
the contract entered into on the recommendation of ihe Board of Guardians, at a sum which 
I repoited to be below the fair prime cost of the work. 

The loan was exceeded, not m any way from the manner in which the works of the con- 
tract were executed, but from the circumstance of the site being unfavourable for obtmning 
foundations and levels for the building, and also from the greater amount of works mtroducett 
in tlie fixtures, fittings, &c., than was originally intended. 

The walls of the workhouse were not covered with external plaster or rough-cast, as is 
customary in the buildings of the neighbourhood, in order to avoid such an unsightly appli- 
cation, if possible ; but experience has shown that the nature of the materials with which the 
walls are built renders them insufficient to resist the very strong driving rains to which m 
that locality they are liable to be exposed; and it now appears necessary to apply 
cast or external pointing in the spring of the year ; but this is not^ as represented, on accou^ 
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of the improper construction of the walls, which are executed in a manner fully equal to 
any other work of the kind in that pai't of the country. 

'fowards the completion of the buildiugr the contmctor certainly paid less attention to the 
finishing of the works than he ought tokave done, and constantly complained of the loss 
he was incurring by his contract ; and on this account, I believe, the fixing of the iron win- 
dow lights (in themselves very good) received less attention than they ought. For the works 
which were thus unsatisfactorily executed, it became necessary, after much trouble and 
repeated interference with the contractor, to make a reduction from his account for the cost 
of remedying them, rather than allow him again to enter the building ; and those works, 
excepting that for rough-casting the building, with which the contractor had nothing to do, 
have been performed for the sum deducted from his account, which was very carefully exa- 
mined, and the prices allowed were in every instance reduced as low as it was considered 
they fairly could be. 

The contingent expenses which occasion an increase in the loan required are not owing 
(as attributed by the Guardians in their memorial) to the bad execution of the work, but are 
for payment to the contractor, as before stated, solely on account of the increased quantity 
of walling in foundations and other work, as contained in the additional account, together 
with a sum of 200 1. for erecting an entrance porch and boundary walls to enclose the site 
on which the house is built, ana 160 Z. for pointing and rough-casting the building. 

The only charge which can be fairly named as being occasioned by the insufficiency of 
the walls to resist the weather is the 150 Z. proposed to be included in the additional loan, 
chiefly for rough-casting and painting ; and this, as before stated, is not occasioned by the 
mode of execution of the walling, but solely from the insufficiency of the materials to resist 
the weather in certain exposed parts of the building, and without some external covering, 
which it was hoped might have been avoided ; but no extra expense has been incurred by 
not including the cost of this work in the original loan j and if it had been done at first the 
walling would most likely, with such rough-cast to cover the work, have been less camfuUy 
and substantially built than at present. This, in fact, is found to be customarily the case in 
other buildings. 

The cost of the workhouse vrill, with the addition of the loan now proposed to be bor- 
rowed, be less than the amount originally estimated for the work, and the union will have 
a workhouse at less cost than any other union possessing a building of the same extent. 

(s^ed) Geo. WilMnson. 



No. 48. — Letter from the Under Secretary for Ireland to the Chairman of the Board 
of (juardians; 3 February 1842. 

Sii', Dublin Castle, 3 February 1842- 

I AM directed by the Lord Lieutenant to inform you, as Chairman of the Castlederg Poor 
Law Union, that your memorial of the 14th January has been referred to Mr. Nicholls for 
his observations thereon, and that a copy is herewith transmitted of the statement of the 
Poor Law Commissioners’ architect, received from them in reply to the memorial of the 
Board of Guardians. 

I have, &c. 

Sir R. A. Ferguson, Bart., Chairman, (signed) E. Lucas. 

&c. &c. &c. 



No. 49. — Letter from the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners ; 5 February 1842. 

(No. 1,552. D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Castlederg Workhouse, 5 February 1842. 

I ACKNOWLEnoE the receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, and forward, for your infor- 
mation, a copy of a resolution of the Board of Guardians, of the 4th instant 

“ The minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed, — 

“ Read a letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, dated 2d February, in reply to the 
resolution of this Board of the 28th January last 

“ Resolved, That it is the opinion of tb:s Board, that they aie bound in courtesy to his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, to wait his reply to the memorial which was forwarded to 
his Excellency by the Board, which reply we have every reason to expect.” 

By order of the Board, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) David Johnston, 

Dublin. Clerk to Guardians. 



Wo. 50. — REPOBxfrom Hie Honourable CharlesS. CZemenfs, Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, 
to the Commissioners, 14 February 1842. 

(No. 1,907. D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Moneymore, 14 February 1842. 

Having been informed that the Castlde:^ Guardians had received an answer to the 
memorial they had addressed to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, I attended the meeting 
3.53» G of 
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of tie Board on Friday last, to endeavour to prevail on them to make application for the 
additional loan through the Under Secretary, merely transmitted a 

COOT of MrVlkinson's remarks on their memorial ; so that the Guardians, feeling that they 
were calM uV by his Excellency to offer such observations on that paper as their view of 
S cSe reqXed, determined to continue to postpone their application for the loan, and to 
“ 1 to makine a further representation to the Lord Lieutenant. 

“’’ft mtst be observed, that their memorial prayed that his Excellency would stay proceed- 
inglTo as to enable them to defer making application for the loan till they had an opportu- 

“‘Llh?l“to“hey ”ave^^^^^ “emori|il, ‘hey are led 

to tnc iSat thi Lord Lieutenant is postponing his decision on the case till they have had 

“TS°ri™mufa Jng SpMoX^ GwSm appear already to hold, that as they 

are requhed to ioil in raisin| the money for building the workhouse, they have also a right to 
SSe their judgment upon the outlaymade I need searcely observe, that there is nothing 
rtheTaw on whS to gmnnd this opinion. It is one winch, like inany others held by dif- 
fered Boards ofGoardVs, it is necessary to combat by repeated explanation and argn- 
S This, and other matters, renders the duty of bringing the Poor Relief Act into ope- 
Sn most mduous, more so than perhaps any person not engaged in it is aware of ; and I 
S venture most /espectiully to observe, that if the Guardians me encouraged in their 
riewsby the Executive Government, and that it be found that ie Poor Law Ccmmjs. 
S does not enioy the cordial co-operation and support of the Administration, the dilh- 
cidtv of bringing the law into operation, and of meeting the pecuniary engagements 
incurred in erectihg the workhouses, will become almost msurmountable. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners, 
Dublin. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) Charles S. Clements. 



No. 51.— PuRTHBB Memorial from the Board of Guardians to his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant j 14 February 1842. 

(No. 3,452. D. 42.) 

To his Excellency Francis Philip Earl de Grey, Lord Lieutenant and Governor-General 
of Ireland. 

May it please your Excellency, 

The Board of Guardians of the Casdederg Union have read with considerable surprise 
the statement which has been drawn up by Mr. Wilkinson, architect to the Poor Law 
Commissioners, in reply to the memorial we had the honour to address to you on the I4th 

*^^&fc^mmmmes by stating that difficulUes presented themselves to the execution of the 
work, mainly attributable to the contract entered into on the recommendation ot the 
Board of Chiardians at a sum which he reported to be below the fair prime cost ot the work. 
The Board of Guardians were anxious that the contract should be taken on moderate ten^, 
and with a contractor quite unconnected with them in any respect, and one who produced 
excellent testimonials for works executed under the Board of Ordnance. In this they 
were iustified by the Assistant Commissioners’ recommendation, in a communication made 
by him to the Poor Law Commissioners, dated 1 6 August 1839 : « Has to recommend that 
the proposal of Mr. Maguire, which is the lowest, be accepted, as he appears decidedly 
to be the most eligible person to employ.” But they most strenuously insist that the 
work has been most negligently inspected by the Commissioners’ architect, and the fix- 
tures, fittings and extra works extremely ill done, and charged for at enormous pnees tor 
this part of the country; nor were they aware of any estimate made by Mr. Wilkinson. 
They beg to state that it is not fact that the site was unfavourable for obtainmg 
tions; they repeat, that it is necessary to apply rough-cast solely on account of the 
disgraceful manner in which the walls have been built, and that they are inferior to almost 
every work in the neighbourhood ; and in this view they are justified the raport oi 
Keane, an eminent architect, that was employed to inspect the building for the Board ot 
Guardians. They again assert, that the patching the house and puttying round the win- 
dows are quite insufficient for more than a temporary repair, which repairs, they assert, 
could not have been done in even the insufficient manner -ffiey are for a much greater 
sum than that deducted from the original contractor, namely, 26 1. 4s. 6 d. The Board m 
Guardians did not state that the contingent expenses were owing to the bad execution ot 
the work ; but they stated, and they now repeat, that t^iose contingencies were extremely lU 
executed, and paid for at a disproportioned price, and that the rough-cast is 
necessaiy by the insufficiency of the execution of the building. They never contempiatett 
the rough-casting of the house until the necessity was forced on them by the rain 
through the walls, to the inconvenience of the paupers, and the injury of the timber. VVitn 
respept to the statement that the union will have a workhouse at a less cost than any other 
possessing a building of the same extent, they must repeat tg your Excellency, 
workhonse is so ill built, so ill contrived, and so inadequately patched, that it must be 
source of constant repairs, and unceasing and increasing annual expense. _ 
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The Guardians again appeal to your Excellency that you will interpose your power to 
save them from this most unjust demand, and they request that as such a difference as to 
the facts exists between the Poor Law Commissioners’ architect and the Board of Guardians, 
you will be pleased to appoint some architect to examine the work, or give them such other 
relief as to your Excellency may seem fit. At the same time we beg to inform your Excel- 
lency, that the house is m such a state for the last two days, from the rain beating in 
through the walls and windows, and pouring down through the floors, that the beds in conse- 
quence were obliged to be removed to the opposite of the rooms, making it very inconvenient 
to the inmates, and should this not be immediately remedied, will ultimately destroy the 
floors and walls. 

By order of tbe Board of Guardians, 

14 February 1842. (signed) James .Anderson, Chairman. 



No. 52. — Letter from the Under Secretary for Ireland, to the Board of Guardians, 

19 February 1842. 

Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, 19 Febmary 1842. 

I AM directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint you, that the correspondence of the 
Poor Law Guardians of your union with the Poor Law Commissioners and the Govern- 
ment, having been laid before the Attorney-General, he has given the following opinion on 
the case : — “ I think it is obligatoiy on uie Guardians to comply witli the order of the 
Commissioners, and that his Excellency has not any power to suspend their proceedings in 
the execution of any of their orders.” 

To the Chairman or Vice-Chairman I am, &c. 

of the Poor Law Guardians, (agned) E. Lucas- 

Union of Castlederg. 



No. 53. — Letter from the Under Secretary for Ireland to the Commissioners; 

19 February 1842. 

(No. 2,126. D. 42.) 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 19 February 1842. 

With reference to the former correspondence respecting the Castlederg Poor Law 
Union, I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to state, tW the Attorney-General has given 
an opinion on the case, of which the following is a copy : — “ I think it is obligatory on the 
Guardians to comply with the orders of the Commissioners, and that his Excellency has 
not any power to suspend their proceedings in the execution of any of their orders.” A 
copy of this opinion has been conveyed to the Guardians of that union. 

I am, &c. 

To George Nicholls, Esq. (signed) JS. Lucas. 



No. 54. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians ; 2 March 1842. 



(No. 71. M. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, 

Sir, Dublin, 2 March 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners having received a report from their Assistant Commis- 
sioner, Mr. Clements, stating that the Board of (Juardians of the Castlederg Union, at a 
meeting held on the 11th ultimo, again postponed making application for the additional 
loan required, and no communication Tiaving been received from the Guardians on the sub- 
ject since that period, the Commissioners desire to call their a.ttention to the several com- 
munications which have been addressed to them thereon, and especially to tbe Commis- 
sioners’ letter of the 2d ultimo, which points out, “ That the operation of their order being 
imperative, the reason stated affoixis no ground for postponing tbe application to be made 
under the order of the 24th December 1841, which is in no way affected thereby, and tint 
whatever other stM)s the Guardians may think fit to adopt, the order should be forthwith 
complied with.” The Commisaoners also desire to call ^e attention of the Board, of 
Gluardians to the opinion of the Attomw-General on this subject, a copy of winch has 
forwarded to them by direction of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and which distinetiy 
states, that it is obligatory on the Guardians to comply with the order of the GenuSi^ 
sioners,” and the Commissioners accordingly request that the Guardians will_ at ^i^ nest 
meering fulfil the order by signing the application for the additional loan required. 

By order, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians (agned) Arthur Mooi^ 

of .the Castledeig Union, j - Chief Clerk. 
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CORUESPONDENCE AND DOCti'MENTS RELATING TO 



No. 55.— Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners; 6 March 1842, 

(No. 2,782. D. 42.) 

Gentlemen Castlederg Workhouse, 5 March 1842. 

I icMOwiEDGE the receipt of your letter of the 2d iustant and have to state for your 
information, that the business of the week was transacted on the 1st instant, and the next 
meetina of the Board of Guardians is fixed for the 11th instant ; hut as the Vice-Chairman 
and Deputy Vice-Chairman have to atteud the asKzes at Omagh on that day, it is most 
likely ^at your letter cannot be taken into consideration until the 18th instant, except a 
special meeting is ordered for that purpose. ^ 

(signed) David Johnston, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. ^ Guardians. 



jfo. 58, Extract from Mikdtbs of Board of Guardians, 11 March 1842. 

(No. 3,042. D. 42.) 

Read the Commissioners’ letter of the 2d instant. 

Resolved, That from the thin attendance of Guardians, on account of the assizes, the con- 
sideration of the letter be deferred until the meeting of the 1 8 th instant. 

*##*#*♦*** 

Resolved, That having received a peremptory order from the Commissioners to borrow 
850/., this Board are of opinion, that a petition, signed by the Vice-Chairman and Deputy 

Vice-Chairman, should be sent forward to Parliament, praying redress from the grievance 
which this order occasions, and that Edward Sproule, esq., be requested to prepare a petition 
to Parliament ; the same having been read is approved of ; and that it be sent to Sir Robert 
A. Fero-uson, Bart., M.P., for presentation to the House of Commons, and that copies ofthe 
petition be sent to our County Members, requesting their support of its prayer to the House; 
that a copy be sent to the Marquess of Abercorn, and one to the Poor Law Commissioners, 
and also a copy in the letter book. 



Petition enclosed vvith foregoing Minutes. 

To the Knights, Citizens and Burgesses in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition ofthe Guardians ofthe Castlederg Union, 

Showeth, 

That the workhouse ofthe Castlederg Union was erected under the control of the Poor 
Law Commissioners, and your petitioners, though the Guardians of the Union, in no way 
permitted to interfere. 

That previous to the commencement of the works, the Guardians, under the direction of 
the Commissioners, borrowed from Government a sum of 2,000 /. ; which sum the Com- 
missioners, by their letter, deemed to be sufficient for the completion and fitting up of the 
workhouse, and declared, by their order of 12th February 1841, that the expense in the 
whole amounted to that sum. 

That the workhouse was declared open for the reception of the poor, who were admitted 
on the 1 9th February, and was so ill built as to be incapable of resisting the weather ; and by 
direction of the Board of Guardians, the chairman and vice-chairman, on the 2d of April, 
wrote to the Commissioners, that on visiting the house, they found it in a deplorable state 
from the wet which appeared to have penetrated through the walls, through the windows, 
and through the roof; the floors were flooded, and the windows being ill fitted, were blown 
in during the night. 

Tliat the Commissioners on the 14th of April replied, “ That the contract not having been 
satisfactorily fulfilled, notice has been served on contractor to remedy defects ; and a con- 
siderable sum, which would be due to him under his contract, is reserved until the work is 
satisfactorily completed.” 

That your petitioners believe tbat no notice was ever served on the contractor, but that 
the architect of the Commissioners, before any attempt had been made to remedy any of 
the defects, gave, in May, to the contractor, a certificate, under which he has received the 
amount of his original contract, and has claimed an additional sum of 452 1. for extra works 
and fittings, which were executed very badly, and charged at exorbitant prices. 

That from the account of contractor there was deducted a sum of 26 1. to repair the por- 
tions declared to be insufficiently executed ; but your petitioners are convinced tbat a much 
larger sum was expended on the buildings but they know not from whence it was obtained. 

That under these circumstances, after this patching, your petitioners employed an archi- 
tect to examine and report on the state of the workhouse, the execution of the work, and the 
sum which might be required to make it good. 

That your petitioners sent to the Commissioners a copy of the report of Mr. Keane (the 
archit^t whom they employed), in which he stated that, in his opinion, it would require the 
sum of 210 1. to make good the deficiency in the work performed by the contractor, and to 
dash the exterior of the building in order to enable it to resist the weather of our climate. 

® That 
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That on receiving this report, the Commissioners, who had previously declared the house 
to he in good order, directed your petitioners to take immediate steps to raise, in addition to 
the sum of 452 1, a further sum of 1 50 1. more, for the dashing which, as petitioners contend, 
and their architect has certified, was rendered necessary solely by the disgraceful manner 
in which the work was executed. 

That notwithstanding all this patching, it appears that the house was during a severe 
storm in the middle of last month in nearly as bad a state from the rain as it was described to 
be on 2d of April. 

In conclusion, your petitioners have to state, that though they have represented all these 
matters to the Commissioners, they have never received any reuress, but, on the contrary, 
have received a peremptory order to raise the sum of 850 1., of which 452 1. is the sum by 
which the builder executed his original contract, according to the certificate of the Commis- 
sioners’ architect, and 150Z. for dashing, &c. ; and as, notwithstanding all this, the house 
is in a most wretched state, {your petitioners humbly pray that your House will cause inquiry 
into the facts herein stated, and give them such relief as to your Honourable House may 
seem best. And your petitioners will ever pray. 

(signed) James Anderson, Vice-Chairman". 

Edward Sproul, Deputy Vice-Chairman. 



No. 57.— Extract from the Mikutes of the Board of Guardians, 18 March 1842 

(No. 5,363. D. 42.) 

Read the Commissioners’ letter of the 2d day of March 1842, directing that the appli- 
cation for the loan required by their letter of the 24th December 1841 may be made. 

Resolved, That the application to borrow the sum of 850 Z., as required by the above order, 
be now signed by the Chairman and two (juardians, and countersigned by the clerk, under 
the following protest : — 

The Board of Guardians of the Castlederg Union having received a letter from the Poor 
Law Commissioners’ office, of the 2d March, and having had under their consideration the 
several communications referred to in that letter, desire to state that they conceive the 
opinion of the Attorney-General to have been given without full information on tlie subject, 
inasmuch as the boundary wall, the dashing of the house, and the porch, cannot be in any 
manner considered as a furnishing of the workhouse, not having formed any part of the plan 
originally sanctioned by the Commissioners, and the Guardians consider on this ground 
might be successfully resisted. 

That as the Commissioners have the power of directing, under the 36th clause, a further 
expenditure of 400 Z. in aiiy union, the Guardians feel that such resistance would only expose 
the Commissioners and themselves to expense and trouble ; and they have therefore signed 
the application to borrow the sum of 850 Z., protesting against the compulsory nature of the 
proceedings instituted by the Commissioners. 

The application v/as then signed by 

James Anderson, Chairman; 

Robert Porter, Guardian ; 

John Mathewson, Guardian ; 

David Johnston, Clerk. 

Read the report of the committee with respect to certain alterations proposed in the 
workhouse. 

Resolved, That the consideration of the report be postponed to a future day, of which 
due notice will be given to the Guardians and Assistant Commissioner. 



V. — REPOJtTS made by the Assistant Architects, upon Surveys of the Building. 



Note by tbe Commissioners’ Architect, accompanying Documents, Nos. 58 to 64, — 
furnished by him. 



The several reports of the assistant architects were considered confidential commnniw- 
tions, and it is to be understood that the reports required from them were to he chiefly 
repoi^ of defects ; the object of the surveys being to remedy that which might be found 
badly executed, and to give instructions for the proper performance of any works going ou 
at variance with the intentions of the contract. 



26 November 

3 March - 
15 May 

4 September .- 

5 December 

9 & 10 February 
1 April 
18 August - 



Dates of Surveys reported : — 

- 1839 - - - Mr. Leeson. ' 

- 1840 - Mr. Leeson. 

- 1840 - Mr. Doolin. 

- 1840 - - - Mr. Leeson. (A verbal r^rt made.) 

- 1840 - - - Mr. Doolin. 

- 1841 - - - Mr. Leeson. 

- 1841 - Mr. Ryan. 

- 1841 - - - Mr. Ryan. 

(signed) Qeo. Wilkinson. 



Sic in orig. 
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CORRESPONDENCE AND DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 



No 58 i”"Rbport by Mr. John Ls^^oiiy Assist&nt Architsctj 26 Novembor 1839. 

Sir 

On Tuesday, November 26tb, I inspected the works at the above union. 

The masoniT ia executed as well as the quality of the material will allow, which is 
almost exclusively composed of surface stones, and such as are dug out of the trenches for 

the foundations, broken up into rubble. , ,, i • *i, ^ n ■, 

The surface stones aUuded to are large rocks, or boulders, overlajnng the surface of the 
country, and appear to be the same material generally used for building. 

I expressed to the clerk of works much dissatisfaction at the uneven manner in which 
the walls of the main building are being carried up, half the front and flank walls being tea 
feet high while otlier portions of the walls are not above the surface of the ground. 

I g^e the clerk of works directions to furnish the contractor with a written notice of my 
disapproval of some of the materials ; also full instructions for his guidance m obtaining the 
best work he can from the contractor. 

I remain, &c. 

To Geo. Wilkinson, Esq. (signed) John Leeion. 



No. 59.— Report by Mr. John. Leeson, Assistant Architect ; 3 March 1840. 

gir 3 March 1840. 

On Monday, 2d instant, I inspected the progress of the works at the Castlederg Union 
Workhouse, which have advanced, but slowly since my visit in N ovember last. 

All the foundations, except the range between the main and infirmary buildings, are 
level with the yards ; the latter building is about four feet over that level ; part of me sur- 
rounding walls are coped, and two of the privies nearly finished. 

The masonry h^ not been much improved since I last inspected it ; the rubble stone 
is of a veiy inferior quality, and the work is not so good as I consider it should be; the 
jambs of the doors (the only opens yet laid out) are not executed according to the speci- 
fication. 

On my representing these matters to the clerk of the works, he told me that a better 
quality of stone could not be procured in the neighbourhood, and that he was constantly at 
war with the contractor to get the work done even as well as it is. 

As I am not acquainted with the agreement entered into between the Poor Law Com- 
missioners and the contractor as to the manner money is to be advanced to him, the follow- 
ing statement will enable you to determine the sum he is entitled to receive : 

There are about 1,100 perches of masonry executed, including 320 perches of extra 
foundations, which at 7s. per perch, the average price of such work in this part of 
the country, amounts to 385/., which, together with 100 Z. for excavating and 
filling yards, &c., make a total of 485 Z. Tms last item may be disputed. 



To Geo. Wilkinson, Esq. 



I remain, &c. 

(signed) John Lmon. 



P. S. — Have the goodness to forward to this union the working drawings for the cess- 
pools, privies, &c. 



No. 60. —Repost by Mr. William P. Doolin, Assistant Architect; 15 May 1840. 

Castlederg Union Workhouse, 

Sir, Inspected, May 15, 1840.- 

The works here have not made that progress warranted by the time they were com- 
menced from. 

The stone of the country is very unfavourable, and requires great care to make sound 
walling. I have particularly noted all my objections to the clerk of works. 

The contractor disputes putting stone copings on the chimneys, which I told him would 
be insisted on: There has been a variation made in the construction of sash frames, 

drawing No. l, and also of the (B. lights) which I instructed the clerk to have remedied. 

The accompanying drawing shows what I bad to object to in the privies, which are in 
this building formed against the yard walls ; also, if approved of, the manner I propose doing 
them. There is no provision for a dead house. 

Progress rriade. 

The front lodges are all one-story buildings ; are nearly levelled for the plates. The 

f round story of main building is nearly complete. The y.ard walling is also nearly 
oished. 

There has been no instruction furnished for the new arrangement for the gangways ; for 
which there will be four additional girders required, if gangways are to be adopted ; the 
floor joists are 7 and 2, and conseijuently need not be altered. 
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There is very little or no progress making in the general carpentry, or the roofing of low 
buildings, which in the regular routine of business ^lould be now ready. 

1 am, &c. 

Geo. Wilkinson, Esq., &c. (signed) William P. JOoolin. 

You will be kind enough to give me the necessary instructions, as soon as you conveniently 
can, as I only wait to write to the clerk other particulars. I may observe the drawings for the 
sash fi-ames have been sent. W P I) 



No. 61. — Report by Mr. William P. Doolin, Assistant Architect; 5 December 1840. 

Castlederg Union Workhouse, 

Sir, Building inspected, December 5, 1840. 

From my inspection of the above works, I have to report that, instead of being finished in 
a fortnight, 1 can scarcely see, in the present rate of working, how the contractor will he 
finishe(f in two months ; and I promised Mr. Clements I would serve him with notice that 
unless he would be finished in one month, the penalties would be enforced against him, as 
he has promised the Guardians, particularly Sir R. Ferguson, that he, Mr. Clements, would 
be ready to give up, in six weeks, the house completed. 

I subjoin particulars of work ordered by me, as arranged by Mr. Clements : — Clothes- 
store and sparred shelving on brackets in centre of house over board-room ; partitions 
boarded aud ledged, placed under' trusses, opposite stairs, and nearly alike to the way 
described in your note ; closet for schoolmistress in extreme room, two-pair plan partition, 
to be in centre of gangway, and returning against mullion of window in rear of house ; and 
stove to be set in angle, with tubing to flue ; closet to porter’s bed-room to be on landing of 
two-pair plan, as wide as doors admit ; to have boarded partition. 

Dressers and shelving in front wall of kitchen, with trough mentioned for scullery, against 
rear wall. I think, if you dislike where I have placed the scullery trough, I think you might 
place it in open shed between wash-house and main building ; but you should move the door 
under stairs, thus : — door marked A. to be built up and set at B., under stairs. 



WashHouse | 




KUxhes, 



I Straw-store, potato and coal-store ordered in open shed at rear of wash-house, 

i Mr. Clements wants the mill-room converted into a meal-store, for which a bin will be 

required. In particulars of fittings there is 20 feet lineal of shelves ordered ; this is men- 
j tioned in writing over kitchen fixtures. I am not aware where same is to be placed, but I 

‘ think shelving should be placed in mill-room, if same is to be used as store. 

, With respect to the supply of water, as it seems metal piping is to be used for supply 

! of house from the well at top of hill, I have to observe, I do not see the necessity of bund- 

I ing a second tank, as ordered by Mr. Clements, near the building. The ground at the spring, 

which tire contractor is responsible for (at least verbally to me), is about 10 feet over the 
ridge of wash-house ; consequently, if a proper tank or reservoir is formed here, and arched 
in, there is head of water here always sufficient to command a lead tank, which might he 
placed on girders of wash-house ; but the expense will be veiy heavy say, building a tank, 
25Z.; 700 feet of metal-flanged tubing, at 2«., 70/.; wood tank, lined with lead, lOt., 
exclusive of any lead-pipes to bath-room, kitchen or yards, as likewise ^elusive of any 
expense of the supplying of rain-water from the down pipes. By adopting my plan you 
save the expense of a second tank, and likewise of a lift-pump. I suppose there must be a 
pipe down to the bath-room, but I am not aware whether you require a pipe in the pro- 
bationary yards. I think a one-inch bore pipe sufficient to order for ffie front. 

On this subject you cannot decide too soon, as the execution of it will take tune. I do not 
see any way more feasible than that which I have laid before you. 

The following comprises work yet to be done : — j +i. 

Staircases, none complete, are yet to be stepped ; flagging, none executed, nor are 
any flags on the ground ; glazing, very little executed ; all the fittings to be yet ^eented, 
except a few forms. Very fewof the doors are yet hung ; all the drams yet to he done. A 
copy of note sent by me to contractor will explai^TaH particulars; and, in concluaon, 1 am 
afraid the woAs will never be very creditable, from the bad desc^tiM of t^esmen. 

_ - I am) &c. 

Geo^e Wilkinson, Esq., 8cc, ’ WHliamP, Doolin- 
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No. 62.— Report by Mr. J. Leeson, Assistant Architect ; 9 and 10 February 1841. 

On Tuesday evening and Wednesday, 9th and 10th of February, I inspected the Castle- 

dergUnion Workhouse, and have to report as follows: i ■. t. • t ixv t_ 

■Die masonry and brick-work appear to be carefully executed ; the bnoks, although r ough 
and mis-shapen, have stood the frost very well. r r v i- 

The champher courses on the off-sets of thechimney shafts over roof of probationary wards 
are fonned of Roman cement, which is injured and falling off. 

The stone cappings on the chimney shafts are not weathered on the top, and they project 

too much over the brick-work. , , j xi. a 

The flagging of kitchen and wash-house is coarsely worked, and the flags generally very 
small: Denali is executed much better. 

The chimney-pieces in the board-room and master’s room are constructed m a very com- 
mon manner of free-stone, and without shelves ; one of the board-room grates is broken ; 
the hearthstones are of roughly chiselled freestone ; the oak curbs round these hearths 
are badly laid. „ i. j i ^ 

The champher base at entrance building is badly wrought, and carelessly 

The surface of yards is not properly formed j the flags in which the cast-iron gratings 
are sunk are set too high for the surface water. _ • n , 

The mortal- floors are improperly and unevenly laid ; they are yet quite soft, and will 
not bear to be swept. re ■' t j 

The sink-stones under down pipes are not dished suflaciently deep. 

The walls at rears of privies, against which the slating finishes, are qmred over with 
Roman cement, which is dropping off. The spaces between the oak bearers of the privies 
and the floors are filled with brick on edge, instead of boarding, which is generally used. 

The sleeping platforms and floors have to a considerable extent been laid without the 
iron tonguing ; there are many joints, . only short pieces of about four inches long, inserted 
at the edges, to make an appearance. 

The window-frames, more particularly those which are to open on the quadrant bars, have 
the mullions and transoms considerably cut, to make the iron lights fit ; some of these lights 
are three-quarters of an inch too narrow ; the pivots hardly pass throi^h the eyes j the 
•water-bars are too short, and are therefore perfectly useless, and must be remedied. 

The wood stairs are not executed in a workmanlike manner ; the cradles for the windows 
are badly framed, and there are no sleepers under the fliers. 

The walls and under-sides of floors, roofs, partitions, &c. are badly whited. 

The painting is badly executed. 

The contractor declines furnishing the stoves, which you may perceive from the accom- 
panying letter ; the guardians wish to know if they will be permitted to supply them. 

All toe above works which require remedy have been carefully pointed out by me. 

In conclusion I beg to state, that the carpentry of this house is finished in a coarse and 
unworkmanlike manner, which appears to me to arise from the contractor’s want of judg- 
ment in the execution of it. 

1 remain, &c. 

Geo. Wilkinson, Esq. (signed) John Leeson. 



No. 63. — Report by Mr. John F. Ryan, Assistant Architect ; 1 April 1841. 

Enniskillen, 1 April 1841. 

Surveyed 1 April 1841. 

The works are some of them indifferently executed. 

'The following are those that particularly require to be remedied 
Peobationart Wards. 

Imperfect Performances. Proposed Remedies. 



The mortar joints of the lower part of the 
front wads are injured by frost 

The joints qf barge stones defective. 

The brick jambs and arches of doors and 
windows, — 

The plaster floors very coarse, and of an 
earthen quality, deyqid of bopd. 



The jambs, arches and reveals of boys’ 
and girls’ schools, — 

The plaster floors of these rooms, — 



To be weather-pointed with good lime 
mortar, the joints being first well scrubbed 
over, and raked out where necessary. 

To be pointed throughout. 

To he weather-pointed. 

These floors to be wetted, and floated over 
with a heavy flat stone or wood block till the 
surface is reduced to a puddle ; while in this 
state, a mixture of fine pounded lime, sharp 
sand and forge-dust is to be passed over them 
through a sieve, and then set, and troweled 
over, and finished to an even surface ; or to 
be entirely taken up and re-laid. 

To be pointed as above with good lime 
mortar. 

To be treated the same as the foregoing 
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Main Building. 



Imperfect Performances. Proposed Remedies. 



All the reveals and defective jambs and 
arches externally, — 

Door-frame of kitcheii-door, — 

Almost all the opening sashes on this 
floor are too short, and ail require to be 
stanched. 

The fixed iron sashes also require stanch- 
ing the wood-work. 

A number of the water-bars are too short. 

The plaster floors defective, as those before 
mentioned, and broken and ru^ed. 

Stove-pipes too near the timber-work. 

Stove-pipe in females’ day-room too near 
the timber-work. 

Moving-sashes and water-bars defective, 
as before explained, for men’s side. 

The stairs of this building are, in parts, 
carelessly executed. 

The sashes on this floor require stanching. 

No tonguing to several of the window- 
stools. 

The boarded floors in general throughout 
this floor not tongued. 



To be weather-pointed, as above. 

To be made secure. 

Where this occurs, small champliered slips 
should be planted on the front rabbets, and, 
in some instances, filling slips on the sides 
should also be planted on; in both cases, 
white lead should be used in the joints. 

The stanching of the fixed and opening 
sashes is to be eflected with oil putty, as 
described at the end of this report. 

The short water-bars to be replaced by 
others of a proper length. 

To be treated as before described for the 
former. 

To be shortened, so as to be two feet from 
the timber-work. 

Ditto - - ditto. 

To be treated as before described. 

These stairs will require some cradling at 
the windows, spiking-home and securing of 
the carriage-pieces. 

To be treated as hereinafter described. 

Stanching with oil putty to be adopted. 

Every joint to have tongues driven in from 
the ends of the platforms, and where any 

artial tonguing occurs in the joint, it is to 

e driven home to the wall, or the new tongue 
made to pass over it. 



Two-pair Floor. 

The sashes and water-bars the same as To be treated as the rest. 

*^^Floors the same as one-pair floors. To be treated as above described. 

Infirmary, &c. 

Mortar joints of arch, and masonry over- To be weatber-pointed, as before described, 
head, leading to infirmaiy, — 

Master’s and Matron’s Rooms. 



Door-frames and four partitions not bond- 
ed together, and plastering broken. 



The sevei-al chimney-shafts, where closed 
round, with slate slips, not stanch. 



The stanching in general of roofs, where 
slate slips are used, set in mortar, quite ob- 
jectionable. 



The plastering to be broken round to 
greater extent, and the staying to he spiked 
home to the frame. 

If no staying has been used in the building 
of the partition, brick blocks are to be in- 
serted and securely pinned to the brick-work, 
and spiked home to the frame in the same 
manner. 

The slate slips to he removed, and the 
mortar underneath hacked off ; the joints of 
the brick-work raked out, and scrubbed 
down ; the slate slips re-set in Roinan ce- 
ment, and nailed ; the top of the slips and 
head of the nails to be covered with a fillet 
of cement. 

All the low roofs that abut gainst high 
buildings to have the slate slips set, and 
imbedded in Roman cement, with a fillet at 
top, as above described. 



Stanching op Sashes. 

The flUet slips to he taken offwhere the sashes arefixed;the ““I" 
patty, and flushed against the rabbets with the same material ; the whole dressed oil, and 
made good, and the slips replaced. , . , . . , 

The water-bars of the moving sashes to be pointed alon| oJ P® 

and out, awl at the screw-hea<£, and along the back part of the saab, where any irregulanty 
shows itself in the castings. ^ 
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At the ends of these bars where they meet the pivot plates, care most be taken to fill ia 
well and alone the joint of the pivot plate, so as to cover over Mmpletely the wood and iron 
r„L bottom Ingle The open end of the water-bar also ,s to be c osed np wrth pn ly home 
r„fht Woflhelash to orevent any wet entering at the end of the tenon of the transom. 
Thfsalh is nit to be flLhed in putty against the rabbet of the frame, and dressed and 
, l.Led oir inside and out fair with the sash. That part of the rabbets and the mull, on 
wE the sash revolves to be cased out, so as to let the sash play freely without biting the 

timber and disturbing the pivot plate, and thereby induce leakage. 

Previous to any putty being applied, all raw timber, where cutting or fitting has occurred 
to tlS frame, is to bl primed mth strong oil paint. To prevent the putty and the opening 

sLhfroi adhering while the latter is being fitted, the sash should be wetted with a piece 

opinion that the dampness of the walls, where nnost exposed, arises more from the 
naturiof the materials than the construction, except to the cause of wimdows before men- 
tioned- and it will be a matter for experience to determine whether it will beleafter be neces- 
X to render them entirely, or in the most exposed parts, with Roman cement or other 

I remain, &c. 

To George Wilkinson, Esq.. f“gned) John F. Rya„. 

Architect, Poor Law Commission. 



So. 64. -Repoet by Mr. John F. ijyon. Assistant Architect; IS August 1841. 

(No. 2,085. A. D.) 

g. Castlederg, August 18, 1841. 

It was only on yesterday (Tuesday! that Mr. Gamble arrived here. He has had employed 
here, however, a carpenter, a slater and two labourers since Monday, the Jth mslaiit, under 
the direction of a person sent here by him m the capacity of a worlnng faiemaii. They had, 
upon my arrival on Monday morning, two plaster floors made, and the cement pointm^g to 
the chimney shafts nearly done, neither of which I could approve of The floore will reqmre 
re-making with an additional portion of clay, vvhich, by mquiry, I found can be h"! ® 
vicinity of the town, of a very excellent description, to stanch round the shafts, Ac. with a 
slate slij3 embedded in Roman cement, nailed at top 



Cenuint FilleC. 



into the joints where they occur, and protected at top — ^ 
by a cement fillet thus : — , • • a a ip. 

I have gone through all the works required to be made good, and explained to Mr. 
Gamble and his foreman the mode of each particular performance. If you wish to get this 
work despatched in good time, we must not entertain the idea of providing new water-bars ra 
any instance, however needful they may be, as the delay that would be occasioned would be 
very great ; besides no progress could be made in any other part of the fitting and stanching 
of these sashes till the water-bar should be first set. Where damaged sashes or quadrants 
require to be replaced, I have found means of making exchanges for those m other parts ot 
less importance, 'such as the staircases and certain other places where they can be made 

stationary, and therefore easily stanched. u.- i j- 

I am glad to he able to report that the former dampness of the walls has entirely ais- 
appearea, and that that dampness, I feel assured, proceeded not from bad masonry, but from 
the high state of saturation irom the winter’s severity, both as to frost and to ram, to which 
the masonry was entirely exposed. _ . t -.a * *i,- 

I think it unnecessary to relay the slating of the wash-house building ; I consider that this 
building, for its uses, when the imperfect rendering is made good, and we ventilators properly 
stanched as 1 have directed, will be weather-tight 

A sufficient excuse can be assigned for the moisture appearing in change of weatlmr on 
the inside ol the slating, which must be the case in all such buildings, where hard surfaces 
are exposed to vapour, particularly where the atmosphere possesses no absorbent or dissi- 
pating quality. 

I have pointed out to Mr. Gamble the necessity of putting on three sets of workmen to 
these sashes (a set constituting two men, one inside and one outside), and have regulated with 
his smith about the screw-bolts for the quadrant bars, according to a pattern made for me 
purpose. The rest of the works are all in progress, and I expect the carpenters (intended 
lor the sashes) will be sent immediately from Strabane, where Mr. Gamble said he would 
procure them. 

Matters being thus far regulated, I intend to proceed to Lowtherstown to-morro^ to 
'arrange concerning the roofing height of the surgery, &c., and the serving room, &c., about 
which the clerk of works has written to be informed, and return to this place to inspect pro- 
gress, and thence proceed to Strabane and Omagh, if not in the meantime prevented by 
yonr further instructions of proceeding. 

I omit at present to notice a discovery made to me by the master of this workhouse, on 
the subject of the sewers executed here, until I make a personal examination at my return 
from Lowtherstown. 

1 remain, &c. 

To George Wilkinson, Esq. (signed) John F-Tiyan. 



VI.— COMMUKICATIORS 
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yj Communications of the Commissioners with the Contractor as to the 

Payment of his Account, and Notices served on them by him. 



65. Letter from the Contractor to the Commissioners; 24 April 1841. 

(No. 3,438. D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Omagh, S4 April 1841. 

I BEG leave to inform you, that it is now upwards of three months since I gave over the 
workhouse of Castlederg for occupation, and have not since received any money on account 
of the fixtures and extra works. ,, , 

It is now a month since I went up to Dublin m order to have this account settled, where 
I remained for eight days, when I was prcrmised that my account should be immediately 
settled and forwai’ded to me, but have not heal'd of it since. 

I beg leave to submit that I consider it a hard matter to be kept out of 845 1 for upwards 
of six mouths, and on a contract by which I have lost 500 1. ; and as I have payments to 
make, may I request you will order my accounts to be settled. 

I have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Jo/m Maguire, Contractor. 



Ko. 66. Letter from the Commissioners to the Contractor; 30 April 1841. 

(No. 3,428. D.) Poor Law Commission Ofiice, Dublin, 

gjj. SO April 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to inform you, that your letter of the 24th instant, 
requesting a settlement of the accounts on your contract for erecting the Castle^rg Union 
Workhoute, has been referred to Mr. Wilkinson, who is at present absent from Dublin, but 
will be at his ofiice to-morrow ; and that you will be paid tiie balance due to you, when the 
accounts shall have been certified in the usual manner. 

By order of the Board, 

To Mr. John Maguire, Builder, Omagh. (signed) Arthur Moon, Chief Clerk. 



67 . Letter from the Commissioners to the Contractor; 19 May 1841. 

(No. 4,222. D. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir 19 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to state that their architect having certified that a 
balance of 789/ 10^/- is due upon your contract for erecting Castlederg Union Work- 

house, they will be prepared on the 24th instant to pay you, on account, the sum of 287 /.; 
and that the balance then due to you will be paid as soon as there shall be funds ot the 
union at their disposal for that purpose. 

By order of the Board, 

To Mr. Maguire, Contractor for erecting (signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk.- 

Castlederg Union Workhouse. , 



No. 68.— Letter from the Contractor to the Commissioners; 7 June 1841. 



(No. 5,160. D. 41.) 

g-j, Omagh, 7 June 1841. 

I BM you will have the goodness to inform me at what time the Poor Law Commissioner, 
will be prepared to pay me off for the erection of the Castlederg Union Workhouse. 

I remain, &c. 

To Arthur Moore, Esq., Chief Clerk. (signed) John Maguire, Contractor. 



No. 69. Letter from the Commissioners to the Contractor; 9 June 1841. 



(No. 5,160. D.) 



Poor Law Commission Office, 

gjj. Dublin, 9 June 1841.. _ 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to state, in reference to your lette of the 
that they have under consideration your accounts as contractor for Oast e ei^ 
Workhouse, and they will communicate with you as soon as the necessary proceedmga 
thereon shall be concluded. 

By order of the Board, . 

• (signed) Arthur Mome,_ 



To Mr. John Ma^ire, Contractor for building 



Castlederg Umon Workhouse, Omagh. 



Chief Clerk. 
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No. 70.— Notice serred on the Commissioneis by the Contractor ; 14 J one 1841. 

(No. 6,361. D. 41.) 

G ntlemeo Omagh, 14 June 1841. 

I BEG”to'mform you, that I can no longer he without my money, and should it not be paid 
on or before Thursday next, I will take proceedings for its recovery. It is now seven months 
Lee I eave over the Castlederg Workhouse, and not paid for it yet ; and there must have 
Len griat neglect about this, or the money would have been at once forthcoming. 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) John Maguire, 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Ireland, Dublin. Contractor. 

No. 71.— L-etter from tbe Commissioners to the Contractor; 16 June 1841. 

(No. 5,361. D.) Poor Law Commission Office, 

g.^ Dublin, 15 June 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th inst, 
and desire to state in reply, that your account for extra works, &c., at Castlederg Work- 
house is now under consideration by the Commissioners, and that no unnecessary delay will 
occur in the payment of the sum to which you may be found to be entitled. 



To Mr. John Maguire, Omagh. 



By order of the Board, 
(signed) 



Arthur Moore, 
Chief Clerk. 



No. 72.— Letter from the Contractor to the Commissioners ; i6 June 1841. 

(No. 5,467. D. 41.) 

gjj Omagh, 16 June 1841. 

I BEG to inform you, that I am of opinion vou have mistook the purport of my letter, as 
bv reference to your letter, dated 19th May 'last, you will perceive that my accounts have 
already been settled, and that only a balance of 462Z. 15s. lOd. remains due to me. I 
therefie expect that the Commissioners will be pleased to order payment of this sum, it 
beine now six months smce I got done with these buildings. 

® I remain, &c. 

The Chief Clerk, (signed) John Maguire, 

Poor Law Commissioners’ Office. Contractor. 



No. 73. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Contractor ; 17 June 1841. 

(No. 5,467. D. 1841.) Poor Law Commission Office, 

Sir, Dublin, 17 June 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to state in reply to your letter of the 1 6th ir^t., that 
although your account has been examined by the architect, the Commiss.ioners have been 
obliged to withhold their sanction for the present, in consequence of objections made to 
some parts of the works. No unnecessary delay will be permitted to take place, and you 
need not write again on the subject. 

By order of the Board, 

(signed) Arthur Moore, 

To Mr. John Maguire, Builder, Omagh. Chief Clerk. 



No. 74.— Notice served on the Commissioners by the Contractor ; 18 June 1841. 

(No. 5,541. D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Omagh, 18 June 1841. 

I BEG to say that should not the balance, 462Z. 15«. 10 d?., be paid to me immediately, 
that I will take proceedings for the recovery thereof. I will also publish your correspondence 
about this extra work, which may serve as a landmark to other contractors ; and it having 
been said that you do not keep copies of your letters, I send you one ; and I wish to know, 
from it being in my possession, how you now can get over paying at the end of six months. 
Since I gave over me workhouse, I must say that the delays have been vexatiously long, 
and this is the last letter I shall write upon the subject. 

I remain, &:c. 

(signed) John Maguire, 
Contractor, Castlederg Union Workhouse. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Ireland. 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter. Copy of Commissioners’ Letter of 19 May 1841, (No. 67.) 



No. 76. 
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No. 75. — Letter from the Contractor to the Conimissionere ; 25 August 1841. 

(No. 7,784. D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Omagh, 25 August 1841. 

I BEG leave to inform you, that should I not be paid off the balance of my account for the 
erection of Castlederg tJnion Workhouse, I will, early next week, forward a petition to the 
House of Lords upon the subject. 

The Poor Law Commissioners for Ireland, T remain, 8cc. 

Dublin. (signed) John Maguire. 



jfo. 70. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Contractor; 28 August 1841. 

(No. 7,784. D. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, 

Sir, Dublin, 28 August 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to state, in reference to your letter of the 25th inst,, 
that they have this day addressed a communication to the Guardians of the Castlederg 
Union, for the purpose of urging them to obtain the necessary funds to enable the Commis- 
sioners to defray the balance due to you, and they will lose no time in making the payment 
as soon as money is available for the purpose. 

By order of the Board, 

To Mr. John M^ire, Contractor for erecting the (signed) Arthur Moore, 

Castlederg Union Workhouse, Omagh. Chief Clerk. 



No. 77. — Letter from the Contractor to the Commissioners ; 28 September 1841. 

(No. 8,849. D. 41.) 

Gentletuen, Omagh, 28 September 1841. 

With reference to your letter of the 28th August last, I request that I may be paid 
the balance due to me, amount 462 1 . 16 s. 10 d., for the extra work done to this workhouse. It 
is now nine months since this workhouse was taken off my hands. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, I remain, &c. 

Ireland, Dublin. (signed) John Magaire. 



No. 78. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Contractor; 1 October 1841. 

(No. 8,849. D. 41 .) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

^ 1 October 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo, 
and desire to state, that they regret the delay which has taken place in respect to the settle- 
ment of your account for building the workhouse of the Castlederg Union. The Commis- 
sioners are still in communication with tlie Board of Guardians on the subject, and hope 
soon to be put in possession of funds which will enable the Commissioners to discharge the 
balance due to you. 

By order of the Board, 



To Mr. John Maguire, Builder, Omagh. 



(signed) 



Arthur Moore, 

Chief Clerk. 



No. 79. Notice served on the Commissioners by the Contractor; 13 October 1841. 

(No. 9,421. D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Omagh, 13 October 1841. 

With reference to yours of the 1st instant, I beg to inform you, that should my account 
not be at once paid, I will take immediate proceedings for its recovery, as you hare ruined 
me by keeping my money for ten months after my contract ceased, contrary to ail ag te- 
ment. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John Maguire, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Ireland. Biffider. 



No. 80. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Contractor ; 20 October 1841. 

(No. 9,421. D. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

gjf 20 October 1841- 

The Poor Law Oommiasionera desire to state, in reference to your letter of tie 13th 
i nstant, that VO ur accounts for building the workhouse- of the Castlederg Union have been 
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W befcyetheBoajA ^ 

^roTFOcad“gfan£ for enabling the CommUa.oners to discharge the amount due 

to you. gy order of the Board, 

(signed) Arthur Moore, 

To Mr. John Maguire, Builder, Omagh. Chief Clerk. 



No. 81.-N0TICS served on the Commissioners by the Contractor; 30 October 1841. 

(No. 10,023. D. 41.) Omagh, 30 October 1841. 

Gentlemen, T be? to inform von, that I have on this 

With reference to our or attorney-at-law, to take immediate proceedings against 

day “'i; accounts, but for the loss and injury I hare sustaiued in 

Sr,lt'of "ot havT'g ordered me 14 months ago, to do these works, and your not 
having as yet the means of paying for them. ^ ^ 

The Poor Law Commissioners for Ireland. ferSlede^ Workhonre. 



No. 82.— Lktteu from the Commissioners to the Contractor i 4 November 1841. 



(No. 10,023. D. 41.) 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

4 November 1S41. 

Tn reference to vour letter of the 30th ultimo, the Poor Law Commissioners desire to 
In in which you have been informed that the Commissioners 

ifferneaSrfZnVyou* 

CasdedSg UniLIuSil the Guai-dians have obtanied another loan, for which they are 
about to make application. 

(sit^ned) Arthur Moorre, 

To Mr. John Maguire, Builder, tc., Omagh. Chief Clerk. 



No. 83.— Notice served on the Commissioners by Mr. James Greer, J umor, Attorney to the 
Contractor; 4 November 1841. 



(No. 10,207. D. 41.) 



Omagh, 4 November 1841. 



I hIte been directed by Mr. John MaCTire, the contractor “for erecting Castlederg 
Union Workhouse, to apply to you for 455 1 due to him on account thereof. 

The money having been so long withheld, he is now obliged to have recourse to legal 
proceedings tor its recovery, but desires me, before any costs are incurred, to apprise you, 
and bones, on receipt, the matter will be settled. 

^ 1 remain, &c. 



The Poor Law Commissioners, 8tc., Dublin. 



(signed) James Greer, Jun. 



No, 84.— Lettee from the Commissioners to the Contractor’s Attorney ; 5 November 1841. 

(No. 10,207. D.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

gjj, 5 November 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date, 
relative to Mr. Maguire’s contract for erecting the workhouse of the Castlederg Union, 
and desire to state, that having entered into the contract in pursuance of the provisions oi 
the Irish Poor Relief Act, and in behalf of the Board of Guardians, the Commis^ners are 
makino- arrangements with them to raise the sum required to liquidate Mr. Maguires 
claims! Until those arrangements are completed, the Commissioners have no tunds at 
their disposal out of which payment can he made to Mr. Maguire. 



To James Greer, Esq., Junior, Solicitor, Omagh. 



By order of the Board, 
(signed) 



Arthur Moore, 

Chief Clerk, 
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No. 85. — Lettes from the Contractor to the Commissioners; 29 March 1842. 

Gentlemen, Omagh, 29 March 1842. 

I BEG to inform you, that if you do not order me my money, I shall in a few days have to 
go into prison. There is now due in the bank in this town bills which I gave for the extra 
■work of the Castlederg Workhouse, now eighteen months due. 1 do not believe that you 
can think of making a bankrupt of me by witliholding my money so long. It will not much 
add to your popularity by being returned in the insolvent’s schedule for 260/., and you 
withholding from me 452/. 15s. 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) John Muguire, 

The Poor Law Commissioners for Ireland, Contractor, Castlederg Workhouse. 

Dublin. 



No. 86.— Letter from the Commissioners to the Contractor; 31 March 1842. 

(No. 3,828. D. 42.) Pqqj, Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir^ 31 March 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receiptof your letter of the 29th instant, 
and desire to state in reference thereto, that the only fund from which the balance due to 
you for building the workhouse of the Castlederg Union can be paid, is the additional loan 
to be borrowed for that purpose by the Board of Guardians, for which an application has 
now been made to the Treasury. _ i i. 

The Commissioners further desire to state that no delay, which they can avoid, will be 
allowed to take place in rendering tire fund above referred to available. 

By order of the Board, 

(signed) Arthur Moore, 

To Mr. John Maguire, Builder, Omagh. Chief Clerk. 
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